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Breaux legislation to assist foster children, improve Marion County courts approved 
 
INDIANAPOLIS – On Thursday the Indiana House of Representatives approved legislation authored by State Senator 
Jean Breaux (D-Indianapolis) that would require the caseworker of a foster child to provide information concerning 
individual development accounts to children in foster care and their foster parents. An individual development account is a 
savings program in which the State of Indiana matches the funds deposited by a participant up to a limited amount.  

Senate Bill (SB) 389 was approved in the House by a vote of 94 to 0, and would help children in foster care better 
understand the opportunity of saving through individual development accounts, as well as their broader financial picture 
as they approach emancipation. 

“I’m glad this legislation moved so smoothly through the General Assembly,” said Breaux. “This is a great program that all 
foster children and foster parents should know about.”  

Savings from individual development accounts can be used for post secondary education or job training, to start or 
expand small businesses, or for the purchase of a home. Eligibility requirements are either a yearly household income 
below 175 percent of the federal poverty guideline at the time of enrollment, or a member of the household on TANF 
(Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) at the time of enrollment. 
 
Assuming the average individual aged 16 to 19 years old works only 10 hours per week, the estimated median weekly 
income for this age group is expected to be $83 a week, or $4,300 per year. Less than 3 percent of current IDA 
participants are 19 years of age or younger. 
 
SB 389 now moves to the governor’s office for his signature or veto. 
 
The Indiana Senate also approved legislation on Tuesday that provides commissioners in Marion County with all the 
powers and duties prescribed for a magistrate. The wages for non-elected magistrates are paid by the state. House Bill 
(HB) 1154, sponsored by State Senator Jean Breaux (D-Indianapolis), was approved by a vote of 50 to 0. 
 
The appointment of additional commissioners would be funded internally through already existing county fees in Marion 
County, and therefore have no fiscal impact on the state. 
 
Since HB 1154 was amended in the Senate, it will move back to the Indiana House of Representatives for final approval. 
. 
For more information on Sen. Breaux, her legislative agenda or other State Senate business call 1-800-382-9467 or visit 
www.senatedemocrats.in.gov. 
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