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As we close in on the end of this year’s legislative session, one thing hasn’t changed since we began our 
work back in January: I remain focused on growing jobs and building opportunities for economic 
expansion in my district and state. 
 
The legislature is currently looking at strengthening a policy that addresses both of these areas of focus.  
 
It’s called net metering, and it allows Hoosiers who generate their own electricity, through renewable 
energy sources such as wind or solar systems, to get credit on their monthly bills when they return any 
extra power to the electric transmission grid. 
 
I believe it’s crucial that we take action to bolster our net metering policy – in a bipartisan manner – so 
individual customers, as well as large industrial facilities, school districts and even agricultural firms can 
benefit and enjoy cost savings. 
 
Indiana has an opportunity to become a leader in the clean energy economy, and expanded net metering 
opportunities can play a huge role. When Hoosiers use renewable electricity sources, they’re helping put 
people to work in manufacturing and retail, as well as marketing and technology development positions 
tied to clean energy. When there’s an increased need for renewable energy options, Indiana companies 
that make wind turbine gears or photovoltaic cells will add to their employment rolls to meet that need. 
 
An added bonus to the job growth associated with net metering is the potential savings on your energy 
bill. Studies have shown that when consumers are more aware of how much energy they’re using, they 
tend to use less, and their utility bills go down. 
 
Yes, the 2010 session of the Indiana General Assembly is quickly coming to a close. But I believe 
improved net metering policy is something we need to act on before we adjourn at the Statehouse. Let’s 
catch up with the rest of the Midwestern states that already have stronger net metering policies in place, 
begin growing clean energy jobs for Hoosiers and save consumers money. 
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State Senator Jean Breaux represents Senate District 34, encompasses the near east side of 
Indianapolis including portions of Center, Washington, Lawrence, and Warren Townships. For more 
information on Sen. Breaux or other State Senate business visit www.in.gov/34.  
 


