MINUTES

SOCIAL WORKER, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST

AND MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR BOARD

SEPTEMBER 24, 2007
CALL TO ORDER AND ESTABLISH QUORUM


Kimble Richardson called the meeting to order at 9:11 a.m. in Room W064, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana and declared a quorum, in accordance with IC § 25-23.6-2.

Members Present:

Kimble Richardson, M.S. L.M.H.C., L.C.S.W., L.M.F.T., President
Geneva Osawe, MSW, L.M.F.T., L.C.S.W., Vice-President
Andrew Harner, MSW, L.C.S.W. 
Rex Stockton, Ed.D, L.M.H.C., L.C.S.W., L.M.F.T., Psychologist, MHC Section Chair

Bertha Muenks, MSW, L.C.S.W. – SW Section Chair
Kathy Grove, M.A., J.D., L.M.F.T., MFT Section Chair

Beth Compton, Consumer Member
Members Absent:
Ruth Hallett, Consumer Member
Vacant, Psychiatrist Member
Staff Present:
Valerie Jones, Board Director
Nancy Harvey, Assistant Board Director
Donna Sembroski, Legal Counsel, Office of the Attorney General

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda, as amended.
HARNER/STOCKTON
Motion carried 6-0-0
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 27, 2007
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2007 meeting of the Board, as amended.
HARNER/MUENKS
Motion carried 6-0-0
PERSONAL APPEARNCE

A. David Kavich, License #34003998A

Mr. Kavich appeared before the Board in order to remain in compliance with the terms of his probation.  The Board reviewed Mr. Kavich’s file and questioned him about his probation.  

Mr. Kavich informed the Board that he has continued his 2-year probation in order to ensure that he is fully ready to practice without limitation.  He is currently completing his psychological evaluation.  He informed the board that he has been offered new employment that includes the counseling of female clients.  Mr. Kavich filed a petition for the modification of his current probationary status to include limited female contact.  Mr. Kavich was informed that a hearing would need to be held in order to make this determination.  Mr. Kavich then requested that the Board allow him to begin his new position on October 1, 2007. 
The Board informed Mr. Kavich that they could not temporarily allow a modification of his current Order.  Additionally, they informed Mr. Kavich that he could work at the new location under the terms of his current Order.
The Board questioned Mr. Kavich about his current therapy sessions and his feelings about ending his probation and entering back into unrestricted practice.
Mr. Kavich then answered questions regarding the nature of his progress and potential concerns during therapy sessions.
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
1. In the Matter of William Paul Welker
Administrative Cause No. 2004 BHSB 0012
Re: Request for Reinstatement of Suspended License
Parties and Counsel Present:
William Paul Welker, Respondent

Participating Board Members:
Mr. Richardson (Hearing Officer)

Ms. Osawe

Mr. Harner

Ms. Muenks

Dr. Stockton

Ms. Grove

Ms. Compton
Case Summary:  The Respondent appeared before the Board to petition the reinstatement of his suspended license on September 10, 2007.  Mr. Welker’s license was suspended as a result of failing to comply with the terms of his probation on March 31, 2006.

Mr. Welker appeared without counsel and stated he has relocated from Indiana to West Virginia and has completed a recovery program.  Mr. Welker informed the Board that he was unable to attend the hearing leading to his suspension due to being incarcerated for driving while intoxicated.  Mr. Welker was incarcerated for seven months.
Mr. Welker informed the Board that he is seeking licensure in the State of West Virginia and needs his suspension lifted so that he can begin the process.
Mr. Welker stated that he has been sober since October 4, 2005.  He is currently employed at a federal half-way house as correctional counselor.

Mr. Welker informed the Board in detail his criminal history, sobriety, relapses, and personal stressors leading to his behavior.  In addition he stated that he has discovered the triggers leading to his condition and believes he is in a good place to regain his license and practice.

Board Action:  A motion was made and seconded to issue a probationary license with the following terms and conditions:

1. No chance for withdrawal of probation for a period of 1 year.

2. Quarterly Supervisory Reports from his current position including job performance and attendance.

3. Updates on his licensure status in West Virginia.

4. If he returns to practice as a licensed mental health counselor then he will need to be clinically supervised.

5. Attend AA meeting at least weekly and submit written report attendance reports quarterly.

6. Report any relapses and arrests.

7. Submit quarterly reports updating on home and employment addresses.

COMPTON/GROVE
Motion carried 7-0-0

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
A. Licensure Reinstatement for Licenses Expired for Three-Plus Years

1. Ronald Stephen Barron, License # 3300347A


The Board reviewed documentation from Mr. Barron regarding his request to renew his expired license to practice social work.  Mr. Barron’s license had been expired since April 1, 1994. Mr. Barron submitted documentation of having completed 40 hours of CEUs within the previous 24 months, which is necessary for the renewal of licenses expired for longer than three (3) years.  Further, Mr. Barron submitted a letter detailing the reasons for failing to renew his license.  

A motion was made and seconded to deny Mr. Barron’s request to reinstate his expired license based on the following reasons:
1) Expired over 10 years.
2) Grandfathered in and does not have the required degree.

3) Advanced degree not in social work.
HARNER/OSAWE
Motion carried 6-0-1







Ms. Grove abstained
2. Katherine W. Unthank, License # 39000040A


The Board reviewed documentation from Ms. Unthank regarding her request to renew her expired license to practice mental health counseling.  Ms. Unthank’s license had been expired since April 1, 2004. Ms. Unthank submitted documentation of having completed 40 hours of CEUs within the previous 24 months, which is necessary for the renewal of licenses expired for longer than three (3) years.  Further, Ms. Unthank submitted a letter detailing the reasons for failing to renew her license.  

A motion was made and seconded to renew her license to practice mental health counseling in the State of Indiana.
STOCKTON/COMPTON
Motion carried 7-0-0
3. Lucinda Anne Allega, License #34001988A

The Board reviewed documentation from Ms. Allega regarding her request to renew her expired license to practice clinical social work.  Ms. Allega’s license had been expired since April 1, 2004. Ms. Allega submitted documentation of having completed 40 hours of CEUs within the previous 24 months, which is necessary for the renewal of licenses expired for longer than three (3) years.  Further, Ms. Allega submitted a letter detailing the reasons for failing to renew her license.  

A motion was made and seconded to require a personal appearance.
STOCKTON/OSAWE
Motion carried 7-0-0
B. Reinstatement of Retired Licenses

1. Valerie B. Benya, License #34002023A

The Board reviewed documentation from Ms. Benya, regarding her request to renew her retired license to practice clinical social work.  Ms. Benya’s license had been retired since April 1, 2002. Ms. Benya submitted documentation of having completed 40 hours of CEUs within the previous 24 months, which is necessary for reinstatement of her retired license.
A motion was made and seconded to reinstate Ms. Benya’s retired license to practice clinical social work based on the completion of the required CEUs.
HARNER/STOCKTON
Motion carried 7-0-0

C. Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Discussion

The Board Director informed the Board of a letter she received from the National Association of Scholars (NAS) and the response submitted by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB).  The letter suggested that the Board remove the requirement that an applicant must attend a program accredited by the CSWE.

The Board reviewed the letter submitted by NAS.  Mr. Harner informed the Board that he would further research the report and submit his findings during the October meeting.
FORMAL ADOPTION OF APPLICATION REVIEWS

A motion was made and seconded to approve the recommendations made by each section of the Board for the licensure application reviews conducted from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., and at any other time since the previous board meeting.

STOCKTON/OSAWE
Motion carried 7-0-0
A. The applications of the following individuals were approved for examination:

1) Pion, Shannon



(LCSW)
2) Lester, Grace




(LMFT)

3) Roth, Susan




(LMFT)

4) Anderson, Lindsay



(LMHC)

5) Center, Steve




(LMHC)

6) Green, Brooke



(LMHC)

7) McQuinn, Marla



(LMHC)

8) Moore, Karen




(LMHC)

9) Southern, Douglas



(LMHC)

10) Stark, John




(LMHC)

11) Turner, Kristi




(LMHC)
B. More information was requested from the following applicants before final action can be taken on applications for licensure via examination: 

1) Dickerson, James



(LSW)

2) Blalock, Rachel



(LMHC)
3) Fast, Peggy




(LMHC)

4) Hobbs, Jennifer



(LMHC)

5) Hopkins, John



(LMHC)

6) Horton, LuAnn



(LMHC)

C. The applications of the following individuals were approved for licensure via endorsement: 

1) Fore, Allison




(LSW)
2) Foster, Teresa



(LSW)

3) Cantin, Susan




(LCSW)

4) Gleeson, Thomas



(LCSW)

5) Green, Brenda



(LCSW)

6) Wilderman, Summer



(LCSW)
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business and having completed its duties, the meeting of the Social Worker, Marriage and Family Therapist and Mental Health Counselor Board adjourned at 11:13 a.m.
_____________________________________________


Kimble Richardson, M.S, LMHC, LCSW, LMFT –President
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