INDIANA PHYSICAL THERAPY COMMITTEE

September 1, 2010

Minutes

I.
CALL TO ORDER AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM






Ms. Mary Bennett called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m. in conference room W064 of the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency, 402 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204.  A quorum was established. 

Members Present: 

Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Members Absent: 


None

State Officials Present: 

Tasha Coleman, Board Director, Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
Kimberly Oakley, Case Manager, Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
Gordon White, Board Advisory Council, Office of the Attorney General

II.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA


A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda, as amended. 




Certo/Reed



4/0/0
Motion carried 

III.
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 9, 2010 MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE


A motion was made and seconded to adopt the minutes from the June 9, 2009 meeting, as amended.  



Fletcher/Certo



4/0/0
Motion carried 

IV. PROBATIONARY PERSONAL APPEARANCES








A. Rose Anderson did personally appear before the Committee as per her probationary order.  She has petitioned to terminate probation and will have a hearing at the December 2010 meeting.  
B. Mark Mayner did personally appear before the Committee as per his probationary order.  He is in compliance in that he has submitted all of the requested probationary documentation in a timely manner.  Has been attending AA meetings in addition to his bi-polar support group because he did not find that the bi-polar support meetings were helpful. The Committee asked Mr. Mayner to submit sign-in sheets for his AA meetings as proof of attendance.  
C. Deborah Pepsak did personally appear before the Committee as per their request at the June 2010 meeting.  She is compliant in that she has submitted all of the documentation that had not been submitted. She can submit a request to terminate probation in December if she has cleared her tax liability requirements. 
D. Matthew Hard did personally appear before the Committee as per their request at the June 2010 meeting.  He will again request that his employer sign his probationary order and submit it to the Committee for review.  
E. Michael Ybarra did personally appear before the Committee as per their request at the June 20101 meeting.  He is non-compliant in that he is not attending AA on a weekly basis as ordered.  He reported that he has completed his criminal probation and will submit a statement from the probation department verifying his successful completion. 
V. PERSONAL APPEARANCES 









A. David Dinn did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding his positive response renewal application.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of David Dinn. 
Certo/Reed

4/0/0
Motion carried 

B. Ashraf Jewell did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding her positive response renewal.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Ashraf Jewell.
Fletcher/Reed

3/0/1
Motion carried (Bennett abstained) 
C. Brent Schluessler did personally appear before the Committee as per their request at the June 2010 meeting.  He has submitted proof that probation was successfully completed.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Brent Schluessler.  

Certo/Reed

4/0/0
Motion carried

D. Chiragkumar Patel did personally appear before the Committee along with his attorney Mary Hoeller to answer questions regarding his failure to report his discipline in the State of Michigan.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Chiragkumar Patel.  
Certo/Fletcher

4/0/0
Motion carried 

E. Judith Robertson did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding her failure to report her discipline in the State of Kentucky.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Judith Robertson.
Fletcher/Certo

4/0/0
Motion carried

F. Edward Pragasam did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding his positive response renewal.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Edward Pragasam. 
Certo/Fletcher

4/0/0
Motion carried 

VI.
ADMINSTRATIVE HEARINGS
A.
 In the matter of the license of Ganiyu Azeez, P.T., License Number 05003421A

Administrative Cause Number: 2008 PTC 0003


Re: Termination of Probation


Parties and Counsel Present: 


Ganiyu Azeez


Morgan Burton, DAG


Witnesses: 


Ganiyu Azeez


Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 


      Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary: The Respondent was placed on indefinite probation at the September 3, 2008 meeting of the Committee.  On his 2008 license renewal he reported to the Committee that he had been charged with and convicted of healthcare fraud.  
Ganiyu Azeez appeared before the Committee to request that the Committee terminate the probationary status of his license and issue his license unencumbered.  A motion was made and seconded to terminate the probationary status of Ganiyu Azeez and to issue his license unencumbered.  


Fletcher/Certo


4/0/0
Motion carried 
B.
In the matter of license of Jerome Johannes, P.T. License Number 05003469A


Administrative Cause Number: 2005 PTC 0001


Re: Termination of Probation 

Parties and Counsel Present: 


Jerome Johannes


Morgan Burton, DAG


Witnesses: 


Jerome Johannes

Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 


      Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary: On September 20, 2006 the Respondent’s license was placed on indefinite probation.  On May 31, 2006 the Committee received a formal complaint that the Respondent had been disciplined in the State of Kentucky for having engaged in the excessive use of alcoholic beverages, which was evidenced while the Respondent was employed in the practice of physical therapy.  
Jerome Johannes appeared before the Committee to request that the Committee terminate the probationary status of his license and issue his license unencumbered.  Mr. Johannes was able to demonstrate that he had satisfactorily met all of the requirements of his probation.  A motion was made and seconded to terminate the probationary status of Jerome Johannes and to issue his license unencumbered.  


Reed/Certo



4/0/0
Motion carried 
C.
In the matter of the license of Laurence Benz, P.T., License Number 05009518A



Administrative Cause Number: 2010 PTC 0002


Re: Appeal of Denial 

Parties and Counsel Present: 


Lawrence Benz, PT

Ben Fultz

Witnesses: 


Lawrence Benz

Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 


      Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary: On June 9, 2010 the Committee denied the Respondent’s renewal application.  The Respondent failed to notify the Committee of disciplinary action taken against his license in the State of Kentucky due to his failure to complete his continuing education prior to the renewal of his Kentucky license.  
Laurence Benz and his attorney appeared before the Committee to request that they reconsider their decision to deny his renewal based on his failure to notify the Committee of disciplinary action taken in Kentucky and his failure to appear as requested at the September 2010 meeting.  A motion was made and seconded to renew the license of Laurence Benz unencumbered


Certo/Fletcher



4/0/0
Motion carried 
D. 
In the matter of the license application of Eric Mirarchi





Administrative Cause Number: 2010 PTC 0003


Re: Appeal of Denial 

Parties and Counsel Present: 


None 

Witnesses: 


None 


Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 


      Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary: On June 9, 2010 the Committee denied the Respondent’s application for approval to for licensure by examination.  The Respondent had requested to be granted a second temporary permit.  The second temporary permit was granted on the condition that the Respondent sit for the national examination prior to the expiration date of said permit.  Respondent failed to register to sit for the exam and left the state without notifying his employer or taking the exam.  
The Respondent called the office to request an extension yet he did not put his request in writing.  The Committee decided to continue the hearing until such time as the Respondent makes his request for a hearing known.  
VII. FSBPT Presentation 










Chuck Meacci and Susan Layton with the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy did appear before the Committee to give a presentation on continuing competency and the current security breech concerns.  

Currently the State of Indiana does not require continuing education or continuing competency; however they did provide the Committee with information pertaining to the practice review tool which would allow a practitioner to test their entry level competency in their chosen modalities.  
The Federation is currently experiencing a security breech as it relates to the NPTE.  After extensive research they have found that there are four countries (Philippines, India, Egypt and Pakistan) who have been found sharing exam questions.  The federation’s concerns are with protecting the public from under qualified practitioners and the NPTE from being compromised.  
VIII. APPLICATION REVIEW

A. Merlynda Flores
Re: Education 

A motion was made and seconded to deny the application for licensure by examination of Merlynda Flores.  The credential evaluation submitted along with her application determined that her education was not substantially equivalent to the first professional degree in physical therapy received in the United States.   


Certo/Reed


3/0/0 
Motion carried 

B. Jeevan Peter

Re: Credential Evaluation

A motion was made and seconded to deny the application for licensure by examination of Jeevan Peter.  The credential evaluation submitted along with his application determined that his education was not substantially equivalent to the first professional degree in physical therapy received in the United States.   


Certo/Reed


3/0/0
Motion carried 
C. Sonal N. Chavda

Re: Credential Evaluation 
Sonal Chavda did personally appear before the Committee to request that they approve her application for licensure as a PT.  The FCCPT found that her education was not substantially equivalent to the first professional degree in physical therapy in the United States in that she had not completed all of her general credit hours.   Sonal Chavda withdrew her application in lieu of having it denied and reported to the national practitioner databanks.  
D. Eric Griffin

Re: Positive Response 

Eric Griffin did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding his positive response application.  A motion was made and seconded to issue a probationary temporary permit and allow him to sit for the licensing examination.  Upon the successful completion of the exam his full license will be issued on probation.  State issued probation would run concurrent with his criminal probation. Terms of his probation are as follows: employer must sign and return a copy of his order within seven (7) days of its issuance; he is to request that his employer submit reports on a quarterly basis which will address his competency, work ethics and ability to practice safely.  Additionally he is to submit personal reports on a quarterly basis which will keep the Committee abreast of his work status, home address and the status of his criminal probation.  He may request termination of his probationary status after he has successfully completed his criminal probation.  

Certo/Reed


3/0/0
Motion carried 
VIII.
DISCUSSION

A. Probation Report by Megan Certo: 
Megan Certo did give a report of all of the probationers.  After reviewing their individual files the Committee finds that they are all in compliance with the terms of their probations.   
B. CLEP:
A motion made and seconded to accept College Level Examination Program (CLEP) results as a part of equivalency for foreign trained physical therapists whose education is found not to be equivalent.  The Committee will not limit the number of CLEP hours accepted and will accept all that the FCCPT accept.   

Certo/Reed 

3/0/0
Motion carried 
C. FSBPT Annual Meeting: 

The FSBPT annual meeting will be taking place in Denver, CO October 14-16, 2010.  Dr. Maria Fletcher will be attending as the voting delegate for Indiana.  Tasha Coleman will be speaking on the Ethics Remediation forum regarding problem probationers and the ProBE program.  Additionally, Jeanette Roberts, former Board Director, will be receiving an award at the awards dinner for her outstanding service.
D. Temporary permits: 
The Committee discussed issuing temporary permits to foreign trained physical therapists that were among the group that will only be allowed to sit for the NPTE Yearly.  The Committee staff will not issue temporary permits for applicants from these four demographics because they will be unable to sit for the licensing exam within the 90 days that the permits are valid.  
IX.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, and having completed its duties, the meeting of the Indiana Physical Therapy Committee adjourned at 3:45 pm. 

___________________________________

     








Mary Bennett,
