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How a bill
becomes
a law

Start

Bill Introduction

Representatives and Senators
write and file bills.

First Reading
The bill is presented to the full House or
Senate. The Speaker of the House or the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate assigns
the bill to a committee.

|

Committee Hearing
Committee members discuss the merits and
disadvantages of each bill in a public
hearing.

!

Second Reading

At this stage, amendments are
proposed and voted on by the full
House or Senate.

Third Reading

The merits of the bill will be debated.
Legislators will then vote on the bill.

Z N

A majority of A majority of
legislators do not legislators vote for the
support the bill bill

The bill has “died.”

The process repeats in the
other chamber

= | =

The second chamber fails The second chamber  The second chamber
to act on the hill makes changes to the  approves of the bill
The bill has “died.” bill without any changes

N

The first chamber The first chamber does
approves of the changes not approve of the
changes

l

Conference Committee
Two representatives and two senators
attempt to reconcile the differences in

the bill.
Conference Committee agrees Conference Committee
The report on the changes is sent to the disagrees
House and Senate. The bill has “died.”
House and Senate vote on
the changes
Either the House or the House and Senate agree
Senate does not approve on the conference
of the changes committee report

The bill has “died.”

Bill is sent to the

Governor
Signed into law Veto Nothing is done
The bill becomes law automatically.
Less than 51 House members and 26 A majority of both the House and the
senators support the veto Senate vote to override the veto
The bill has “died.” The bill becomes law.
Finish

2@
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