September 2010 Newsletter

New Medical Board Member Needed
If you are an osteopathic physician and are interested in serving on the Medical Licensing Board, please submit an application to the Governor’s Office at the following link:  http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/boards/
The Board meets monthly and Board Members are appointed to serve 4 year terms.
Exciting Changes on the Way for INSPECT Program 

Overview of INSPECT Program 
One of the most powerful tools available to practitioners statewide is the Indiana Prescription Monitoring Program, known as INSPECT. Indiana’s program is 1 of 38 similar prescription monitoring programs in the United States. INSPECT seeks to curb prescription drug abuse and diversion by collecting and securely maintaining controlled substance prescription information. In accordance with conditions set forth by statute (IC 35-48-7), the program makes this information available in report form to prescribers, dispensers and law enforcement users via a highly-advanced online software application. 

INSPECT is housed within the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency (IPLA) and managed by a dedicated staff of five (5). Although the program traces its history back to a 1994 statutory provision requiring pharmacies statewide to report Schedule II dispensing information to the State, the last three (3) years have proven a time of unprecedented expansion. In early 2007, for instance, the program fulfilled approximately 40 reports per month to a population of around 500 total users. Today, the program fulfills in excess of 1,500 reports per day to approximately 10,000 registered users. The reason for the rapid upsurge in usage volume stems from a 2007 statutory change allowing prescribers and dispensers to access INSPECT information. Placing significant new demands on the program, the expansion of access required not only the development of a more functionally diverse management team but also new software tools, policies and procedures. Due to the remarkable progress made in many areas over the last year, the INSPECT team received the 2009 Governor’s Public Service Achievement award. 

User Account Registration 
While INSPECT is available to all individuals currently licensed to prescribe or dispense controlled substances in Indiana, we currently have only around 7,000 registered prescriber users out of an eligible population of around 23,000. By partnering with professional membership associations, as well as with companies that share our commitment to countering prescription drug diversion, such as Purdue Pharma, we hope to bolster our prescriber registration numbers and continue to raise awareness about the program statewide. We are confident that we can reach our goal of a 25% increase in the number of registered prescriber users statewide by 2012.  

Not currently an INSPECT user? Please visit www.in.gov/inspect to complete the registration process. 

Unsolicited Reporting of Patient Data 
Do not be alarmed if you begin receiving correspondence from INSPECT in the coming months, even if you’re not currently signed up as a certified user of the program. As mandated by state law, beginning in September 2010, INSPECT will begin sending out unsolicited notifications to all prescribers who have written controlled substance prescriptions to individual patients shown to have exceeded the 30-day dispensing thresholds established by the Indiana State Board of Pharmacy. We plan on sending these notifications to the email (and, in some cases, the home address) on file with either INSPECT or the Medical Licensing Board of Indiana.  

Software Upgrade
Beginning in October 2010, the INSPECT PMP WebCenter will be undergoing a software upgrade to a more user-friendly version. At that time we will also begin making arrangements to collect the method of payment information from dispensing pharmacies (i.e. you will be able to see on the INSPECT report instances where an individual patient used Medicaid, private pay insurance, cash, or some combination thereof to pay for their prescription medications). 

Regional Training Conferences
INSPECT will be holding free training conferences in several areas of the state throughout the remainder of 2010. On September 1st, we will be holding a session in West Lafayette, followed by sessions in South Bend on September 29th and in Fort Wayne on October 6th. Other events are being planned and details will be announced as they become available. Please email inspect@pla.in.gov to RSVP or learn more about upcoming training events in your area.

Rx Watch Website 
Beyond providing on-demand patient reports over the web, the INSPECT Program is also working on a supplemental website that will help to coordinate greater sharing of prescription trend information with both the health care and law enforcement communities. This website, known as Rx Watch, will provide INSPECT users with supplementary analytic information and access to customizable GIS reports. In addition Rx Watch will allow for user tip submissions and greater coordination between health care providers and local law enforcement officers. Effective July 1, 2010, prescribers who in good faith share tip information with law enforcement concerning the unlawful abuse or diversion of controlled substances will be immune from criminal or civil liability. 




Board Meeting Dates
Please note that meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are held in the Room W064, Indiana Government Center South, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.

2010
· September 23 & 24
· October 28 
· December 2
2011
· January 27
· February 24
· March 24
· April 28
· May 26
· June 23
· July 28
· August 25
· September 22
· October 27
· December 1
     A list of Board Disciplinary actions may be found on our license litigation system at http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/pla-litigation/  Free online licensure look-ups may be obtained at https://extranet.in.gov/WebLookup/Search.aspx  This is a real time database so the best resource for accurate data.


Death Certificate Registration
As of January 1, 2011, the Indiana Death Registration System (IDRS) must be utilized for submitting all death certificates.  This system allows vital statistics events to be submitted electronically to the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) in a more secure and efficient manner. Indiana Code section 16-37-1-3.1 codified these required changes.  

Violations
Sec 13 (a) Except as otherwise provided, a person who recklessly violates or fails to comply with this chapter commits a Class B misdemeanor.
            (b) Each day a violation constitutes a separate offense. 

More information may be found at https://myweb.in.gov/ISDH/IDRSThin/ or by contacting ISDH at (317) 233-7989.

DEA 2010 'Pharmacist's Manual' summarizes Controlled Substances Act requirements

The Drug Enforcement Administration recently posted its 2010 "Pharmacist's Manual: An Informational Outline of the Controlled Substances Act" http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/manuals/pharm2/pharm_manual.pdf on the DEA's Office of Diversion Control website. The manual summarizes the basic requirements for prescribing, administering and dispensing controlled substances under the Controlled Substances Act. This version of the manual does not contain specific information regarding Electronic Prescriptions for Controlled Substances, which will be added in the future.  

Medical Board Staff & Contact Information

            Kristen Kelley – Director
Jody Edens – Assistant Director
Donna Moran – Litigation/Probation Specialist
Meredith Shirley – Case Manager
Dawn Shaffer – Case Manager
Elizabeth Sangar – Case Manager
Kathy Barger – Case Manager

Professional Licensing Agency
Medical Licensing Board of Indiana
402 West Washington Street, Room W072
Indianapolis, IN  46204
Office hours are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Phone number – (317) 234-2060
Fax number – (317) 233-4236
Email  pla3@pla.IN.gov
Web  www.pla.IN.gov

.  
Board Members

All members of the Board are appointed by the Governor in increments of 4 year terms.  They consist of 5 medical physicians, 1 osteopathic physician and 1 consumer member who are the following:

Stephen Huddleston, J.D. – Consumer Member, Board President, Franklin, IN
Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. – Fishers, IN
Donald Vennekotter, M.D. – Jasper, IN
Bharat Barai, M.D. – Merrillville, IN
Robert Allen, M.D. – Columbus, IN
Lynda Smirz, M.D. – Carmel, IN
Vacant - osteopathic physician
