
Happy New Year from the Indiana Physician Assistant Committee!  We now have the capability to email mass newsletters to keep you up to date on renewal information and law changes regarding your profession.  We hope to provide this several times a year so it is very important that you always keep Indiana Professional Licensing Agency (IPLA) informed of your current email address.  We hope you find this information helpful and appreciate any feedback or topic suggestions for future e-newsletters.  Comments should be directed to pla3@pla.IN.gov 
RENEWAL NOTICES
All Physician Assistants’ licenses and Controlled Substance Registrations (CSR) will expire on June 30, 2010.  Around May 1st, you will receive notification, via email, that your license is now available to renew online.  You cannot renew your license until 60 days prior to the expiration date.  Again, please make sure that IPLA always has your current address and email address on file.  The cost to renew your physician assistant license is $50 and the cost to renew your CSR is $60.  If you fail to renew by June 30, 2010, there will be a $50 late fee assessed to each.  To renew your license, you must have an active NCCPA certification.
A physician assistant who notifies the Committee in writing may elect to place his/her license on inactive status.  The renewal fee for an inactive license is one-half (1/2) of the renewal fee to maintain an active license.  
NEW POCKET LICENSE POLICY
As a result of recent cost cutting measures and continued efforts to ensure taxpayer savings during this tough economic climate, effective December 1, 2009, IPLA will no longer be printing and/or mailing wall licenses and pocket cards to individual licensees as a courtesy free of cost.  This new policy applies to ALL license types (business, facility, and individual) and also applies to issuance of new licenses AND renewal applications.  
Wall licenses and pocket cards can be ordered via License Express at the following website: http://www.in.gov/pla/license.htm or https://extranet.in.gov/mylicense/Login.aspx.  In order to login and purchase your pocket license, you will need both your license number and your social security number.  Your license number will serve as your user ID to log into License Express, and your social security number will be your password.  The License Express service is available 24 hours a day and 7 days a week and accepts Discover, MasterCard, and Visa.
Please note, IPLA staff will NOT have the capability to print and/or mail licenses.  This activity can only be conducted through our vendor and the License Express system. 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT REGULATIONS
Make sure that you are aware of the following regulations:
· A physician may not supervise more than two (2) physician assistants
· A physician assistant with prescriptive authority may not prescribe or dispense the following:
· A schedule I controlled substance
· A schedule II controlled substance
· A schedule III, IV or V controlled substances that contains oxycodone
· Any controlled substance for the purpose of weight loss
· More than a 7 day supply of a controlled substance
· However, a physician assistant may prescribe one (1) dose of a schedule II, III, or IV drug for immediate administration if the patient is an inpatient hospital post-operative setting and the physician is unavailable to make the prescription.
· A supervising physician shall review all patient encounters not later than twenty-four (24) hours after the physician assistant has seen the patient.
· If for any reason a physician assistant discontinues working at the direction and/or under the supervision of the physician under which the physician assistant is registered with the committee, such physician assistant shall inform the committee, in writing, within thirty (30) days of such event.  
The entire law compilation for the practice of physician assistants may be found at http://www.in.gov/pla/pa.htm 
CHANGE/ADDITION OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIANS
It is your responsibility to notify IPLA of a change/addition of a supervising physician.  The application and instructions for Change/Addition of Supervising Physician may be found at http://www.in.gov/pla/2587.htm   If you do not have a supervisory agreement on file with IPLA, you should not be practicing as a Physician Assistant!  To verify that your supervising physician on file with us is correct, please go to https://extranet.in.gov/WebLookup/Search.aspx   Enter your name or license number and the supervising physician should appear under your license information.
DIGITAL CERTIFICATIONS
In February of 2009, The Physician Assistant Committee established Digital Certifications.  This service provides licensees with the choice of either a quick and simple verification of a license or a digitally certified verification, which can be used as proof of licensure when applying to another state.  For a cost of $10, you may upload the verification and forward it, via email, directly to the state board in which you are  applying for licensure.   This process is much faster than other methods, more accurate and efficient, and easily verified as authentic and unmodified.  The file does come directly from the IPLA, even if forwarded by the applicant.  We create, digitally sign and certify them and provide a quick method to check document validity in seconds.  The digital certification is the only form of verification available, as we no longer provide paper verification.  To obtain a digital verification, please go to http://www.in.gov/pla/verify.htm 
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.  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

All members of the Committee are appointed by the Governor in increments of 3 year terms.  The committee consists of 3 physician assistants who have had at least 3 years of practice experience, 1 physician and 1 consumer member.  The Committee is made up of the following:

Steven Jacobs, PA-C, President  - Bloomington
James Chapman, PA-C, Secretary - Fort Wayne
Donald Munson, PA-C - Carmel
Joe Fox, M.D. - Indianapolis
The Consumer member position is currently vacant

2010 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES
Please note that meeting dates are subject to change or may be cancelled due to lack of business. Board meetings are held in the Indiana Government Center South, 402 West Washington Street, Conference Center Room 6, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.
· March 11
· June 10
· Sept 9
· Dec 9
     A list of Board Disciplinary actions may be found on our license litigation system at http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/pla-litigation/  Free online licensure look-ups may be obtained at https://extranet.in.gov/WebLookup/Search.aspx  This is a real time database and is the best resource for accurate data.





 

