

New Medical Board Member

Lynda Smirz, M.D., of Carmel, IN was recently appointed by Governor Daniels to the Medical Licensing Board.  Dr. Smirz has been Chief Medical Officer at Clarian North Medical Center since June 2005 prior to the hospital’s opening in December 2005. She originally came to Indianapolis to work for Eli Lilly and Company as a process research chemist. She then attended the Indiana University School of Medicine and completed her Ob/Gyn residency in 1984. In private practice for 25 years, she specializes in women’s health issues and lectures extensively on menopausal health, osteoporosis and female sexual dysfunction. Dr. Smirz was the managing partner at Women’s Health Alliance for eight years. She completed her MBA at Butler University and currently chairs the Board of Visitors for the College of Business. Dr. Smirz was featured in Indiana’s Trailblazing Women for delivering the Dilley sextuplets, the first surviving sextuplets in the United States. A graduate of the Richard G. Lugar Excellence in Public Service Series, Dr. Smirz is a board member and has traveled to Washington, D.C., to discuss healthcare issues with various lawmakers. She also serves as Chair-Elect for the Board of the Carmel Chamber of Commerce.  Welcome Dr. Smirz!
2010 Board Meeting Dates
Please note that meeting dates are subject to change. Board meetings are held in the Room W064, Indiana Government Center South, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.
· January 28 
· February 25 
· March 25 
· April 22 
· May 27 
· June 24 
· July 22 
· August 26 
· September 23 
· October 28 
· December 2
     A list of Board Disciplinary actions may be found on our license litigation system at http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/pla-litigation/  Free online licensure look-ups may be obtained at https://extranet.in.gov/WebLookup/Search.aspx  This is a real time database so the best resource for accurate data.


New Pocket License Policy
As a result of recent cost cutting measures and continued efforts to ensure taxpayer savings during this tough economic climate, effective December 1, 2009, the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency will no longer be printing and/or mailing wall licenses and pocket cards to individual licensees as a courtesy free of cost.  This new policy applies to ALL license types (business, facility, and individual) and also applies to issuance of new licenses AND renewal applications.  
Wall licenses and pocket cards can be ordered via License Express at the following website: http://www.in.gov/pla/license.htm or https://extranet.in.gov/mylicense/Login.aspx.  In order to login and purchase your pocket license, you will need both your license number and your social security number.  Your license number will serve as your user ID to log into License Express, and your social security number will be your password (for facilities and businesses, your license number serves as both your user ID and password).  The License Express service is available 24 hours a day and 7 days a week and accepts Discover, MasterCard, and Visa.
Please note, Medical Licensing Board staff will NOT have the capability to print and/or mail licenses.  This activity can only be conducted through our vendor and the License Express system. 
Digital Certifications
In February of 2009, The Physician Assistant Committee established Digital Certifications.  This service provides licensees with the choice of either a quick and simple verification of a license or a digitally certified verification, which can be used as proof of licensure when applying to another state.  For a cost of $10, you may upload the verification and forwards it, via email, directly to the state board in which you are  applying for licensure.   This process is much faster than other methods, more accurate and efficient, and easily verified as authentic and unmodified.  The file does come directly from the Professional Licensing Agency, even if forwarded by the applicant.  We create, digitally sign and certify them and provide a quick method to check document validity in seconds.  To obtain a digital verification, please go to http://www.in.gov/pla/verify.htm 
Physician Assistant Regulations
If you supervise physician assistants, make sure that you are aware of the following regulations:
· A physician may not supervise more than two (2) physician assistants
· A physician assistant with prescriptive authority may not prescribe or dispense the following:
· A schedule I controlled substance
· A schedule II controlled substance
· A schedule III, IV or V controlled substances that contains oxycodone
· Any controlled substance for the purpose of weight loss
· More than a 7 day supply of a controlled substance
· However, a physician assistant may prescribe one (1) dose of a schedule II, III, or IV drug for immediate administration if the patient is an inpatient hospital post-operative setting and the physician is unavailable to make the prescription.
· A supervising physician shall review all patient encounters not later than twenty-four (24) hours after the physician assistant has seen the patient.
· The supervising physician, shall within fifteen (15) days, notify the board when the supervising relationship with the physician assistant is terminated, and the reason for the termination.  
The entire law compilation for the practice of physician assistants may be found at http://www.in.gov/pla/pa.htm 
Online Uniform Application
On, January 19, 2010, the Medical Licensing Board of Indiana will become the 8th state medical board to implement the Uniform Application for Physician State Licensure (UA) into its online licensing processes.  The UA, is part of the Federation of State Medical Board’s license portability grant project.  There are 17 other states that are in the implementation process.
The UA is a standard licensure application form that can serve as the core of a state’s license application without replacing unique state-level requirements.  The form facilitates online completion of an initial licensure application and is available to all state medical boards.  By utilizing the UA, physicians can save the application for later use in another state.  For physicians who use Federation of State Medical Board's Credentials Verification Service (FCVS), approximately 70% of the form can be auto-populated with data.
The current licensure application is also still available, however it is highly recommended that a physician use the UA as well as the FCVS process, at it is designed to make the licensing process more portable among states, convenient and less redundant.  Verifying credentials with the primary source is a difficult and time consuming part of the licensure process, but once obtained through FCVS, credentials are permanent, protected and portable.  Physicians are better prepared to become mobile among states, therefore responding to disasters and emergencies and aiding in recovery efforts without unnecessary delays.
The Uniform Application for Physician State Licensure and the instructions on how to apply for licensure in Indiana may be found at http://www.in.gov/pla/2481.htm 

Disaster Relief 
The Federation of State Medical Boards has created a web page of resources and information relating to the devastating situation in Haiti http://www.fsmb.org/haiti.html.  As they are able to gain additional information, including procedures for the deployment of volunteers, the information will be updated.  Those looking to donate time, supplies or funds should contact the Center for International Disaster Information (CIDI) at 703-276-1914, or visit them online at http://www.cidi.org/incident/haiti-10a/
 
Medical Board Staff & Contact Information

            Kristen Kelley – Director
Jody Edens – Assistant Director
Donna Moran – Litigation/Probation Specialist
Meredith Shirley – Case Manager
Dawn Shaffer – Case Manager
Elizabeth Sangar – Case Manager
Kathy Barger – Case Manager

Professional Licensing Agency
Medical Licensing Board of Indiana
402 West Washington Street, Room W072
Indianapolis, IN  46204
Office hours are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Phone number – (317) 234-2060
Fax number – (317) 233-4236
Email  pla3@pla.IN.gov
Web  www.pla.IN.gov

.  
Board Members

All members of the Board are appointed by the Governor in increments of 4 year terms.  The consists of 5 medical physicians, 1 osteopathic physician and 1 consumer member who are the following:

Stephen Huddleston, J.D. – Consumer Member, Board President, Franklin, IN
Thomas Akre, D.O. – Board Secretary, Mishawaka, IN
Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. – Fishers, IN
Donald Vennekotter, M.D. – Jasper, IN
Bharat Barai, M.D. – Merrillville, IN
Robert Allen, M.D. – Columbus, IN
Lynda Smirz, M.D. – Carmel, IN
