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EDITOR’S NOTE: Audio available at http://www.in.gov/lgov/2301.htm
Lt. Governor Skillman Awards Nearly $1.4 Million to Fund Rural Economic Development Projects
Today Lt. Governor Becky Skillman awarded $1,364,497 to fund 11 rural economic development projects that will serve 26 counties.  The Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) administers the funds through the Rural Capacity Grant (RCG) program, which encourages rural communities to develop creative ways to build capacity in workforce development and rural entrepreneurship. 
“Governor Daniels and I are committed to encouraging economic development across Indiana,” said Lt. Governor Skillman.  “By funding projects that encourage workforce development and rural entrepreneurship, we are investing in the growth of our rural communities.  These projects represent the enormous amount of innovation and talent that rural Indiana holds.”

The Rural Entrepreneurial Support grants will aid rural entrepreneurs in locating mentoring, training, and resources.  OCRA will ensure that rural entrepreneurs know where to access funding, business plan development, marketing, and information needed to build or expand a successful business.  
Below is the list of Rural Entrepreneurial Support grantees:

Area Five Agency on Aging and Community Services, Inc. in Logansport will receive $104,199 to fund SUCCEED, a multi-faceted approach to creating a more entrepreneurial culture by targeting multiple sections of the community.  The expansion of this program will include improved marketing, an orientation program, a feasibility workshop, and development of a middle school component.
Community Education Coalition, Inc. in Connersville will receive $125,072 to support “Educating Entrepreneurs,” a program which will fund the launch of an incubator program, the establishment of an angel investor network to serve entrepreneurs in the region, and coordination of capacity building programming.

Michigan City Area Chamber of Commerce-Entrepreneur Center Michigan City will receive $121,600 to expand the business-related classes currently available to include Microsoft Office, Business Soft Skills, Customer Service, and Web Site Design.

Starke County Development Foundation will receive $84,000 to fund the Energizing Entrepreneurs Institute program, a three and a half day workshop focused on developing an action plan for supporting local entrepreneurs.  
The Workforce and Educational Development grants bring Hoosiers' skills up to globally competitive levels by creating the opportunity for workers to move at least one step up the talent scale.  
Below is the list of Workforce and Educational Development grantees:

Career Resource Center of Brown County will receive $150,000 to fund a project to enhance the transferable skills of high school and GED students through workshops, and to practice those skills by assisting in the coordination of career fairs.

Greene County Grant and Professional Development Consortium will receive $150,000 on behalf of five Greene County school corporations including Eastern Greene, Bloomfield, White River Valley, Linton Stockton, and MSD Shakamak.  The grant will fund a project to develop a comprehensive career awareness program for K-12 students, implement a career pathways model which utilizes students’ academic strengths, and develop programs that encourage women and minorities to pursue math, science, and technology careers.  
Ivy Tech Community College – Marion will receive $148,626 to fund an agricultural skills program that will encourage rural citizens to develop technical skills and promote local employment.  The project’s major components include implementation of an agriculture career pathway, agriculture career days, a welding certification, and integrated remediation.
Literacy Empowering and Advancing Projects (LEAP) of Noble County, Inc. will receive $85,000 to fund a project aimed an enhancing education, workforce, and entrepreneurial skills among the adult Latino population in rural Indiana. 
Perry County Learning Partnership will receive $96,000 to fund an expansion of the Perry County Basic Service Skills Certification.  A summer institute will be conducted to connect the education and business communities.
Richland-Bean Blossom Community School Corporation will receive $150,000 to fund “The Edge” intervention program for at-risk youths through supervised workforce and service learning projects, individual service plans, and online curriculum through a learning management system.

Scott County Economic Development Corporation will receive $150,000 to fund the Rural Technology Future Project, which will provide Web-based networking and asset tracking. 
###

The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs was created by legislation in 2005, making rural Indiana a major focus for the first time. Lt. Governor Becky Skillman was appointed as the first-ever Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development. For additional information on OCRA and its programs visit www.in.gov/ocra.

For updates from the Lt. Governor and the agencies she oversees, please sign up at www.in.gov/lgov. 
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