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Lt. Governor Announces Pilot Communities for Indiana HomeTown Competitiveness Program
Today, Lt. Governor Becky Skillman, the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA), Ball State University’s “Building Better Communities,” Indiana Grantmakers Alliance, Purdue University’s Center for Regional Development/Extension Service,  USDA - Rural Development, and Indiana Rural Development Council announced the nine pilot communities that have been selected to participate in the Indiana HomeTown Competitiveness (IHTC) program.  Communities include the Town of Alexandria, Decatur County, Town of Ferdinand, Greene County, Henry County, Lawrence County, Town of Oxford, Washington County, and White County.  IHTC offers a comprehensive approach to community and rural development.

“Governor Daniels and I have made it a priority to engage all Hoosier communities in Indiana’s economic comeback.  By focusing on community and rural development, the Indiana Hometown Competitiveness program offers participating communities an opportunity to assess and develop specific plans to meet their goals,” said Lt. Governor Skillman.  
The program encourages citizens to participate in leadership opportunities and support aggressive community and economic development plans by emphasizing four pillars:  mobilizing local leaders, energizing entrepreneurship, capturing wealth transfer, and engaging youth.  

The nine pilot communities will participate in Phase I of the three phase program. As a result, communities will participate in a three day training session about IHTC, receive technical assistance, host an IHTC kick-off celebration, identify community assets, and receive recommendations from program partners.  Phase II consists of strategic development and implementation, and Phase III focuses on sustaining success.  
To learn more about IHTC, please visit http://www.in.gov/ocra/community_ihtc.shtml.  
###

The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs was created by legislation in 2005, making rural Indiana a major focus for the first time. Lt. Governor Becky Skillman was appointed as the first-ever Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development. For additional information on OCRA and its programs visit www.in.gov/ocra.

For updates from the Lt. Governor and the agencies she oversees, please sign up at www.in.gov/lgov. 
