Threshold: Projects located within a floodplain or within a designated wetland are subject to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) and Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands) respectively. HUD's implementing regulations at 24 CFR Part 55--Floodplain Management, prescribe measures for protecting floodplains and wetlands.

 Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management

    The decision making process for compliance with this part contains 

eight steps, including public notices and an examination of practicable 

alternatives. The steps to be followed in the decision making process 

are:

Step 1. Determine whether the proposed action is located in a 

100-year floodplain. If the proposed action would not be conducted in one of those locations,then no further compliance with this part is required.

Step 2. Notify the public at the earliest possible time of a 

proposal to consider an action in a floodplain, and involve the affected and 

interested public in the decision making process.

    (1) The public notices required by paragraphs (b) and (g) of this 

section may be combined with other project notices wherever appropriate. 

All notices must be published in an appropriate local printed news medium.
(See Form 9 in the ER section in the back of this manual.)
    (2) A minimum of 15 calendar days shall be allowed for comment on 

the public notice. A finding of no significant impact cannot be made before 
end of the 15 day comment period.
    (3) A notice under this paragraph shall state: the name, proposed 

location and description of the activity; the total number of acres of 

floodplain involved; and the HUD official and phone number to contact 

for information. The notice shall indicate the hours and the HUD office 

at which a full description of the proposed action may be reviewed.
Step 3. Identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to 

locating the proposed action in a floodplain.
    (1) The consideration of practicable alternatives to the proposed 

site or method may include:

    (i) Locations outside the floodplain 

    (ii) Alternative methods to serve the identical project objective; 

and

    (iii) A determination not to approve any action.

    (2) In reviewing practicable alternatives, the Department or a grant 

recipient subject to 24 CFR part 58 shall consider feasible 

technological alternatives, hazard reduction methods and related 

mitigation costs, and environmental impacts.

Step 4. Identify the potential direct and indirect impacts 

associated with the occupancy or modification of the floodplain.
Step 5. Where practicable, design or modify the proposed action 

to minimize the potential adverse impacts within the floodplain 

and to restore and preserve its natural and beneficial values. 

structures.

Step 6. Reevaluate the proposed action to determine:

    (1) Whether it is still practicable in light of its exposure to 

flood hazards in the floodplain, the extent to which it will aggravate 

the current hazards to other floodplains, and its potential to disrupt 

floodplain values; and

    (2) Whether alternatives preliminarily rejected at Step 3 (paragraph 

(c)) of this section are practicable in light of the information gained 

in Steps 4 and 5 (paragraphs (d) and (e)) of this section.

Step 7. (1) If the reevaluation results in a determination that 

there is no practicable alternative to locating the proposal in the 

floodplain, publish a final notice that includes:

    (i) The reasons why the proposal must be located in the floodplain;

    (ii) A list of the alternatives considered; and

    (iii) All mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse 

impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values.

    (2) In addition, the public notice procedures of Sec.  55.20(b)(1) 

shall be followed, and a minimum of 7 calendar days for public comment 

before approval of the proposed action shall be provided.( See Form 10
in ER section in the back of this manual.)This notice may be run concurrent with 

the Combined notice or NOI/RROF. 
Step 8. Upon completion of the decision making process in Steps 

1 through 7, implement the proposed action. There is a continuing 

responsibility to ensure that the mitigating measures identified in Step 

7 are implemented.
 The categorical exclusion of certain proposed actions from 

environmental review requirements under NEPA and 24 CFR parts 50 and 58 

(see 24 CFR 50.20 and 58.35) does not exclude those actions from 

compliance with this part.

For projects in wetlands this same 8-step process must be followed. Also, a 

Section 404 permit may be required from the U S Army Corps of Engineers prior to construction.  Wetland maps are available at:   http://wetlandsfws.er.usgs.gov//
