Indiana Main Street

Office of Community and Rural Affairs

Downtown Enhancement Grant 
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Funding and Distribution
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Technical Assistance


The Downtown Enhancement Grant program is designed to foster innovative approaches to activities, which support and promote community based planning, pre-development, and research initiatives. The goal of these projects is to improve the quality of life and opportunities for increasing private investment and employment in Indiana Main Street (IMS) communities. The Downtown Enhancement Grant priorities are directed by OCRA’s strategic plan and the National Main Street Four Point Approach.








Eligible applicants for the Downtown Enhancement Grant are current participating Main Street Programs that have been an active Indiana Main Street community for one year. Partnerships between other entities within the community and the Main Street group are encouraged but the Main Street group must be the lead applicant in order to apply.





An active Main Street organization is one that has a productive governing group, which has established committees focusing on the implementation of the Four Point Approach. These communities work toward fulfilling their mission statement as well as implementing their work plan. The communities also submit reports requested by the Indiana Main Street office within the reporting deadlines and attend continuing education sessions and workshops as they are scheduled by the IMS office.








Qualifying projects are ones which promote economic development in the downtown areas and will enhance the quality of life in the community.  Ideal projects could include, but are not limited to, façade renovations or rehabilitations, creation of wayfinding signage, streetscape/landscaping, mural restoration and other more permanent initiatives as they relate to the grant purpose.





1.  The maximum award amount cannot exceed $5,000.00. 


2.  The required local match for a project is dollar for dollar of the amount of the grant funds requested. 


3.  A maximum of 10% properly documented in-kind match may be applied toward the total project match.


4.  Federal and other state funds may not be used as local match. Philanthropic foundations, especially community foundations, are strongly encouraged to participate and provide cash match. 

















The Indiana Main Street Office can provide assistance with project development and the application process.  All inquiries may be sent to Shae Kmicikewycz at 317-232-8910 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:skmicikewycz@ocra.in.gov"�skmicikewycz@ocra.in.gov�. 





For additional resources and assistance, communities may also contact their Community Liaison.





Northwest Region					North Central Region


Benton, Carroll, Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Marshall, Newton,		Cass, Clinton, Fulton, Howard, Miami, Tipton


Porter, Pulaski, Starke, St. Joseph, Tippecanoe, White, Warren	





Gerald White						Steven Ray


Mobile:	(317) 694-8372					Mobile: (317) 460-4234


Email:  gewhite@ocra.in.gov				Email: sray@ocra.in.gov 			





Northeast Region					West Central Region				 


Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Elkhart, Huntington, Kosciusko,		Boone, Clay, Fountain, Hendricks, Johnson, Marion, Montgomery,


LaGrange, Noble, Steuben, Wabash, Wells, Whitley 		Morgan, Parke, Putnam, Owen, Sullivan, Vermillion, Vigo


				


Ryan Shrack						Jill Curry


Mobile:	(317)607-4821					Mobile: (317) 450-5078


Email: rshrack@ocra.in.gov				Email: jcurry@ocra.in.gov		





			


Central Region						Southwest Region


Blackford, Delaware, Hamilton, Hancock, Henry, Fayette,		Daviess, Dubois, Gibson, Knox, Perry, Pike, Posey, Spencer,


Grant, Jay, Madison, Randolph, Rush, Shelby, Wayne, Union	Vanderburgh, Warrick





Susie Bruce						Ellen Harper


Mobile: (317) 416-3281					Mobile:  (317) 439-8905


Email: mthissen@ocra.in.gov				Email: eharper@ocra.in.gov			





South Central Region					Southeast Region


Bartholomew, Brown, Crawford, Greene, Harrison, Jackson,		Clark, Dearborn, Decatur, Floyd, Franklin, Jefferson, Jennings, 


Lawrence, Martin, Monroe, Orange, Washington			Ohio, Ripley, Scott, Switzerland





Matthew Crouch						Erica Speer


Mobile: (317) 750-7670					Mobile: (317) 690-9736


Email: mcrouch@ocra.in.gov	 			Email: espeer@ocra.in.gov						


					


					








1.  There is one competitive funding round.


2.  Grant applications will be made available on July 9, 2012.


3.  Grants will be due August 31, 2012.


4.  Award winners will be notified the week of September 17th.


5.  Please contact the Indiana Main Street Office or your Community Liaison if you have questions on the grant.











At the time of application, a city or town cannot have more than one open CDBG Grant (excluding CEDF), and a county cannot have more than two open CDBG Grants (excluding CEDF).  Any open CFFs or FFs must be under construction, and a Notice of Construction received by OCRA by the time another application is submitted.  Open Planning Grants must be under contract with the consulting engineer/architect.
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