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Bill Konyha Appointed Director of Office of Community and

Rural Affairs
Lt. Governor Sue Ellspermann makes announcement at Economic
Forum presentation

INDIANAPOLIS — Lt. Governor Sue Ellspermann today announced the appointment of Bill
Konyha as Director of the Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA). Beginning on
January 5, he will lead a staff of 15 that provides capacity building programs and technical
assistance to rural towns and cities for community and economic development and will be a
member of Governor Pence’s Cabinet.

In her announcement at the Indiana Economic Forum today, the Lt. Governor noted Konyha’s
outstanding record of accomplishments in both the private and public sectors, “OCRA’s mission
is to provide capacity-building solutions which assist Indiana’s rural communities in pursuing
economic growth and quality of place. We are extremely pleased to have someone with Bill’s
experience in economic and community development lead our OCRA team.”

Konyha comes to OCRA after 18 years in the private real estate development industry and 24
years in community development. His first venture into community-based economic
development was with the highly successful Eastside Community Investments, Inc. in
Indianapolis where he established for-profit divisions to support the not-for-profit activities. He
later held leadership positions with economic development organizations in Tipton, Fayette and
most recently Wabash County.

A past president of the Indiana Economic Development Association, Konyha is currently
president of the Indiana Main Street Council and the Wabash City School Board. At the state
level he served as Vice Chairman of the Indiana Bond Bank Board. In honor of his dedicated
service to Hoosiers and their communities, Governor Pence recently named Konyha a Sagamore
of the Wabash.

i

The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs’ (OCRA) mission is to promote rural
community prosperity to strengthen Indiana’s economy by providing capacity-building solutions
to assure ready, marketable and competitive opportunities for economic growth. For additional
information on OCRA and its programs visit www.ocra.in.gov.
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For updates from Lt. Governor Ellspermann and the agencies she oversees, please visit
www.lg.in.gov.
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