2012 CDBG Policy Updates

Sent: Monday, March 05, 2012 1:39 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: 2011 Planning Grant funding exhausted
The Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) has administered all of the funding allocated for Planning Grants in the 2011 Consolidated Plan.  OCRA will continue to process applications as they are received utilizing a minimal amount of de-obligated funds from prior projects.  Once those funds are exhausted, no new awards will be made until Indiana receives its allocation of federal CDBG funding in early summer 2012. 

Please contact Grant Support at (800) 824.2476 with questions.


Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 2:09 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Census block groups and tact numbers
Please be aware of updates to the American FactFinder site in regards to finding census tract/block group information.  This can be found at: http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
When you arrive at the site you should:

Click “Geographies”

Click the tab for “Address”

Type in the address(es) and click “Go”

A table will appear with the Block/Tract

This information must always be included on the grant application National Objective page for CDBG grants.  Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2012 10:30 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Brownfields/OCRA Workshop
Brownfields/OCRA Workshop

· When: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

· Where: Indiana Government Center South Auditorium, 402 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis 

· Registration: NO COST (Lunch not provided)

Session 1 Topic: Redevelopment of Blighted Properties – Resources and Strategies (10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)

How do you bring blighted properties back into beneficial use and make them economically viable? This 2-hour session will provide free resources you can tap and successful strategies to redevelop under-utilized, potentially contaminated properties. Representatives from the Indiana Brownfields Program, Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) communities program, and the Office of Community and Rural Affairs will be presenting information and answer any questions you may have.  

Session 2 Topic: OCRA Disaster Recovery Clearance/Brownfield Programs (1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.)

OCRA is opening a new CDBG Disaster Recovery program which addresses the significant need for clearance/demolition of deteriorated buildings around the state. In many instances, these unsightly and dangerous buildings are a detriment to economic recovery. Eligible projects will either have sustained damage in a federally declared disaster or be vital to the economic recovery of the area.  This session will cover application requirements for this OCRA program, process and timelines including match requirements and maximum grant amounts, etc.  

TO REGISTER: please e-mail Beth Dawson at bdawson2@ocra.in.gov at the Office of Community and Rural Affairs with the subject: “Brownfields Workshop”.  Provide the names of attendees and indicate if each will attend Session 1, 2, or both.


Sent: Monday, February 20, 2012 11:38 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: NEW CFF and Planning Application Documents
OCRA has updated the following documents:

 

· Community Focus Fund Application

· Community Focus Fund Instructions

· Planning Grant Application

· Planning Grant Instructions

Please review these documents carefully in their entirety.  Changes include new maximum grant amounts, new scoring criteria and new forms and samples. 

The new CFF  documents are effective immediately.  Planning grant applications received within the next 30 days will be considered for funding with 2011 grant limits, but are not guaranteed funding at that level.   

Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 11:29 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: New Readiness to Proceed Guidelines
Please be advised that updated Readiness to Proceed guidelines can be found on the Office of Community and Rural Affairs’ website at http://www.in.gov/ocra/2617.htm.  These guidelines are effective immediately for all CDBG grants administered by OCRA.

Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:50 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: American Community Survey data
Please see the attached document regarding the 2010 American Community Survey (ACS) data and how it affects the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program.

Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 1:26 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Amendment #7 to CDBG Disaster Recovery Appropriation 2- available for comment
Amendment #7 to CDBG Disaster Recovery Appropriation 2 is posted to OCRA’s website at http://www.in.gov/ocra/2429.htm.  It is also attached to this email.  

Comments regarding this amendment will be accepted until February 10, 2012.  Please submit any comments to bdawson2@ocra.in.gov.

Please call OCRA at 800-824-2476 with questions.


Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 9:18 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Environmental Review required documents
Effective immediately, OCRA’s Environmental Review (ER) specialist will require copies of any maps and documentation that were provided to state and federal agencies for environmental review. The documents need to be submitted at the FEEPs meeting following the announcement of the grant award.

Regarding currently open grants, this documentation will need to be available at the time of monitoring.  Any questions should be directed to Neil Brook at 317-234-1911 or nbrook@OCRA.in.gov.


Sent: Monday, January 23, 2012 2:32 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Grant Closeout Reminders
In accordance with the CDBG Handbook Chapter 11.2 Closeout Process, in order to initiate the closeout process for a CDBG grant funded through the Office of Community and Rural Affairs, the following conditions must be met:

1. All costs must be incurred and paid.

2. No contingent liabilities should be outstanding.

3. The work assisted with CDBG funds must be completed and the facility/improvement available for use by the beneficiaries.

Please ensure all disbursements, including retainage, occur prior to the scheduled monitoring.  Grantees who fail to meet the above standards at the time of monitoring will be issued a finding and will not be eligible to proceed with closeout.    

Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2012 3:24 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Revised Community Focus Fund 2012 timeline
Because the maximum award amount for Community Focus Fund grants was lowered, the Office of Community and Rural Affairs is extending the due date for CFF applications until June 8, 2012.  This will also push back the announcement of funded grants until August 31, 2012.  

Proposals for Community Focus Fund grants are due on February 10 as originally scheduled.

Proposal Due Date – February 10, 2012 
Application Due Date – June 8, 2012 

Announcements – August 31, 2012 
Please contact your Community Liaison with questions.


Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2012 11:46 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: 2012 Community Focus Fund Grant maximum awards
For all Community Focus Fund Grants administered by the Office of Community and Rural Affairs, maximum grant awards for grants awarded in 2012 will be as follows:

Infrastructure projects - $500,000

Fire Trucks - $150,000 (no change)

All other projects - $400,000

Please contact your Community Liaison with questions.

Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 3:13 PM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: Signature Cards for newly elected officials
If new officials have been elected in your community (mayor, clerk-treasurer, commissioners, etc.) and your community currently has an open Community Development Block Grant funded through OCRA, you MUST fill out a new Signature Card, even if not all of the officials listed on the Signature Card have changed.  The Signature Card lists individuals who are authorized to sign grant documents.  

If you have any questions or need to complete a new Signature Card, please contact OCRA’s Grant Support at 800.824.2476.


Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 11:56 AM
Subject: CDBG info from OCRA: New CFF and MSRP proposal packets
The Office of Community and Rural Affairs has revised the Community Focus Fund (CFF) and Main Street Revitalization Program (MSRP) proposal packets.  The new documents have been posted to the OCRA website and are also attached to this email.  Look for other revised CFF and MSRP documents soon.  Please contact OCRA’s Grant Support with questions at 800.824.2476.

