
Lake Michigan 
Underwater Archaeological 

Management Plan



Overview

• Goal: Develop a management plan for 
significant underwater archaeological 
resources in state waters of Lake 
Michigan.



Early Efforts





New Technology









The “Alpha” Wreck

Photography by Jeremy Gantz - Shore Magazine 9/22/08





Policy Issues

• Federal Admiralty Law
• Local Management Involvement
• Definition Clarifications

– Abandoned
– Licensure
– General Licensure

• Gray Areas
– Above OHW
– IDNLS



Next Steps

• Underwater Archaeological Management 
Plan Scope Development - May

• Plan RFP - June
• Multi-scan Work - Ongoing
• Public Focus Groups – August-September
• Plan Development – November-January
• Policy Recommendations – February 2010
• Outreach - Ongoing
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