Indiana public libraries circulated 78,211,299 items in 2008, a 5.39% increase over 2007.  Per capita circulation for the 5,700,473 Hoosiers who receive library service in return for their taxes was 13.72 (12.86 per capita circulation for all 6,080,486 Hoosiers).  
This is a significant increase, since 2007 circulation increased only 1.8% from 2006.  Many libraries around the country are reporting higher circulations in 2008, due in part to 

· the economy and increased borrowing of leisure and personal needs materials,
· increased need for job hunting, resume writing and test preparation materials,
· citizens discovering their local library as a cultural and social center,

· distance and non-traditional students’ increased use of local library materials
There was a 2.2% increase in children’s materials circulation from 2007 to 2008, which closely parallels the 2.16% increase from 2006 to 2007.
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Indiana public libraries continue to make print, video and audio materials available to patrons.  The electronic material availability continues to expand, as libraries purchase electronic books, electronic journal or magazine subscriptions, and electronic databases.  Often materials are only available electronically or the license makes them available to many people at the same time, so electronic materials expand the public’s access to information.

Ebook holdings increased in 2008 by 8.28% over 2007, electronic subscriptions increased by 367.95% from 2007 to 2008, and the number of electronic databases increased by .85%.
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