Indiana public libraries provided 6,944 computers for public use in 2008, which is 1.2 computers per 1,000 for the 5,700,473 Hoosiers who receive library service in return for their taxes (1.1 computers per 1,000 for all 6,080,486 Hoosiers).

Indiana public libraries increased the number of public use computers by 9.54% from 2006 to 2007, .45% from 2007 to 2008.  The price of computers makes them increasingly affordable, but libraries then need to review their space allocation for materials and computers, along with other services.
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Indiana public libraries are increasing going wireless.  There were 25 libraries reporting wireless connections in 2001, the first year for which we collected data.  180 (of 238l) libraries reported wireless connections in 2008, a 620% increase.  This technology expands the ability of library patrons to access the Internet and allows libraries to expand services with laptop computers, which use less room in libraries with space considerations.
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