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Biographical Note:

John Campbell was born in Salem, Indiana, on October 13, 1827. His father was David Gaven Campbell and his mother was Roseanna Lynn. John graduated from the John I. Morrison Institute, a county seminary for boys and girls. From 1844 to 1848, he attended Wabash College (A.B. and A.M. degrees). He also obtained a degree from Indiana University (LL.D.). He was a physicist and civil engineer. Professor Campbell taught at Wabash College for more than 50 years, beginning in 1853.  

John married Mary E. Johnston, daughter of the pastor of Crawfordsville Presbyterian Church, Rev. James H. Johnston. The 1850 federal census lists John, 22 years old, a college tutor, living in the home of Rev. James H. and Eliza A. Johnson, with their daughter Mary Ellen, age 14, his future wife. John and Mary married in 1854, and had three daughters: Anna L., born on May 2, 1856, married Albert Baker; Jennie Rose, born on March 23, 1860, married Albert Barnes Anderson, who was a judge of the U.S. District Court of Appeals; and Mary, born in 1867, married Benjamin Crane, a lawyer. 

From 1875, John was a member of the American Philosophical Society.  John Campbell died September 7, 1904, in Crawfordsville, Indiana.  

Source:

Information Found within Collection and from Ancestry.com accessed on August 8, 2012.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Scope and Content:

The 20-page manuscript consists of four parts, thus: (1) First Presbyterian Church in Madison, Indiana, calling James H. Johnson as their pastor on October 3, 1825, and designation of Rev. Johnston as agent of the American Home Missionary Society, on November 16, 1829; (2) letter by Prof. Campbell to Wm. G. Sipes, on November 15, 1878, giving the facts about his originating the idea of the International Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876; (3) Dedication of the Indiana State Building at the Columbian Exposition, on June 15, 1893, by John L. Campbell; and (4) The College, 1844 to 1892, about Wabash.
“Miscellaneous Levels” blank book used by John Campbell from 1888 to 1889.  The Salem Democrat article, June 21, 1899, entitled: “Salem Fifty Years Ago,” by Prof. John L. Campbell at the Old Settler’s Meeting, October 22, 1897.  The Indianapolis News, January 24, 1903, article entitled: “Centennial of ’76 Professor’s Child – How Dr. John L. Campbell, of Wabash College, Conceived the Idea of Holding It.”  Unknown newspaper article dated August 29, 1926 entitled: “Hoosier Scientist Fathered American Centennial in 1876 – Dr. John L. Campbell Suggested Celebration to Philadelphia Major in 1868 – Was Secretary of Commission.”  
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Photocopy Policy:

Manuscript material CANNOT be photocopied or digitized in its entirety. Photocopies and/or digital reproductions (i.e. scans, digital photographs) cannot exceed 25% of a COLLECTION or FOLDER within a collection. In some cases, photocopying may not be permitted due to the condition of the item. Please check with the Manuscript Librarian for possible alternatives. 
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Collection Inventory

Item Listing:

	Date
	

	Oct. 3, 1825
	1st Presbyterian Church call to James H. Johnson to undertake pastoral office (1 page)

	Nov. 16, 1829
	Certification that Rev. James H. Johnston is agent of the American Home Missionary Society (1 page)

	Nov. 15, 1878
	Letter to Wm. G. Sipes giving origin of the idea for the International Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876 (2 pages)

	June 15, 1893
	Dedication of the Indiana State Building, Columbia Exposition (5 pages)

	1898
	History of Wabash College from 1844 to 1892

	1888-1889
	Miscellaneous Levels book

	Oct. 22, 1897
	Salem Democrat article giving history of Salem 50 years ago

	Jan. 24, 1903
	Indianapolis News article about Prof. Campbell’s idea of the 1876 Centennial 

	Aug. 29, 1926
	Unknown newspaper article about Dr. Campbell suggesting American Centennial in 1876
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