River of Words Poetry Contest – Judging Rubric
Name of poem or first line__________________________________________________

Grade of writer_______________




Total score________
Critiqued by _____________________________________________________________

Circle the number for each item that represents your best judgment: 1= least effective, 5= most effective

Meaning







1
2
3
4
5


Uses figurative language effectively


Overall message of theme is clear


May support several layers of interpretation


Evokes a deep emotion or creates a vivid image in the reader’s mind

Purpose







1
2
3
4
5


Poem has an identifiable structure


Shows evidence that poem has been organized and thought out

Unity








1
2
3
4
5


Poem is unified, coherent, and logical


Ideas flow gracefully from one to another


Parts of the poem have a natural, organic relationship to one another

Language







1
2
3
4
5



Language is free of proofreading and grammatical errors


Word choice and sentence structure express the writer’s idea well


Language is clear and readily understood

Voice








1
2
3
4
5



Has a distinctive voice


Tone is consistent

Audience appeal






1
2
3
4
5


Grabs the attention of the audience/interesting


Visual appearance on the page is attractive


Original, spontaneous, unique
Sound








1
2
3
4
5


Has a recognizable rhyme scheme or rhythm


Uses alliteration, onomatopoeia, or other sound devices

Rhymes are original, not clichéd

Comments_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

