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For immediate release: 
HEADLINE: [INSERT LIBRARY NAME] Joins Libraries Statewide to Recognize Veterans
Our Heroes Tree project recognizes current and past service members as well as their families.
[YOUR TOWN, Ind.] (DATE) – INSERT LIBRARY NAME HERE is collaborating with the Indiana State Library, the Military Family Research Institute at Purdue University (MFRI) and public libraries across the state to honor military members, veterans and their families by participating in the annual Our Heroes Tree program. Through this program, LIBRARY NAME is working to honor past and present service members and create an awareness of military families currently affected by deployment.

“For our citizens, the library is a community gathering place where information is found and shared. It is the heart of some communities where people, young or old, highly educated or just learning, meet to gain new ideas or share in memories of the past,” said Kathy Broniarczyk, director of outreach for MFRI. “Partnering with the Indiana libraries for Our Heroes’ Tree creates an opportunity to increase awareness within local communities about the service and sacrifice fellow citizens have made in defense of their state and country.”

Our Heroes’ Tree is a national program founded to recognize and honor the sacrifices of current service members, veterans, and deceased service members. Participating libraries will display a tree featuring handmade ornaments created by community members to honor a service member. Libraries will also offer resources to help these communities provide support and generate a greater understanding of the experiences of servicemen and women and their families.

[INCLUDE A QUOTE FROM YOUR LIBRARY DIRECTOR AS TO WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM OR EXPLAINING HOW THE COMMUNITY HAS RESPONDED TO THE PROGRAM IN PREVIOUS YEARS.]

To participate in Our Heroes’ Tree, simply create a handmade ornament honoring the service member from past and present wars, conflicts or peacetime operations. Bring the ornament to LIBRARY NAME during the month of October where it will be placed on the tree with other commemorative ornaments. Stories about individual service members can also be submitted and displayed in a binder near the tree. 

“This is a remarkable initiative that promotes patriotism throughout Indiana communities via their local public library,” said Roberta L. Brooker, Indiana’s State Librarian. “We look forward to discovering all of the wonderful things done to recognize Hoosier military members and their families.”
To learn more, contact INSERT YOUR LIBRARY NAME, PHONE NUMBER or Drew Griffis, director of communications for the Indiana State Library, at 317-650-6158 or agriffis@library.in.gov. 
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