Frequently Asked Questions for Indiana State Documents (FAQ’s):
What is a State Document?

A State Document is anything published by a State Agency for public view and use.  A State document is created for the express purpose of making information public.   Examples of State Documents include newsletters, annual reports, budgets, directories, affirmative action reports, laws, maps, policies, etc.

What is a record?

A record contains private or undisclosable information such as social security numbers.   Records are unpublished or procedural and created for internal use.   Examples of records include personnel files, internal memos, unemployment claims, hospital records, etc.  *Note:  records are subject to public review, but portions of the record which are non-disclosable (i.e. Social Security Numbers) must be edited or revised before the remainder of the record can be viewed.    Records are housed and maintained by the Indiana State Archives, not at the State Library. 
Does Indiana Legislation include ‘Legislative Intent’? 

No.  The General Assembly has never kept a record of their debates and discussions.  The only time the debates of the General Assembly were transcribed and recorded is 1858-1887; these debates are known as the Brevier Reports (ISLI 328.71 I385)  

Where can I find State Documents?

The Indiana State Library, the publishing agency or their websites, and depositories throughout the State.  

Where can I find Executive Orders?
Executive Orders published after 1979 can be found in the Indiana Register.  Executive Orders prior to 1979 are at the Indiana State Archives.  Pardons granted by Executive Order 1973-1979, contact the Indiana Parole Board.   Executive Orders from 2005-2012 can be found on the Governor’s website:  http://www.in.gov/gov/2400.htm.  

How long has the Indiana State Library collected State Documents?

The first law for collecting, preserving, and distributing state documents was established in 1841 (Acts 1841 Ch. 32). 
How can I find a State Agency?

State agencies are found on the in.gov website:   http://www.in.gov/gov/2400.htm.  You can view a list of all state agencies in alphabetical order or browse the most visited agencies.   

Can I check out State Documents?

Yes and no.   Documents published before 1975 are unable to be checked out; documents published after 1975 and the State Library owns more than one copy can be checked out.   

Where can I find House and Senate Bills?

 Bills and resolutions 2004-current are on the General Assembly website:  http://www.in.gov/legislative/2414.htm.   The Indiana State Library has the paper bills 1977-1979; 1996-current; bills published 1980-1996 are on microfilm.  Bills can also be found in the House and Senate Journals.  
Where can I find Indiana Laws?  
Indiana Laws can be found in the Indiana Acts; Laws are designated with the abbreviation P.L. for ‘Public Law’, followed by the number and year (ex:  P.L. 42-2011).  Indiana Acts 2000-2012 are on the General Assembly Website:  http://www.in.gov/legislative/2407.htm; printed versions of the Acts are at the Indiana State Library (1816-current) and on Cd-Rom (2004-current).
What’s in the Administrative Code?   What is it?
Rules and regulations that are written and promulgated by State agencies make up the Indiana Administrative Code.   Once rules and regulations become final, they are published in the Indiana Administrative Code (IAC).  The IAC was first published in 1979.  

Do you have any State documents online or digitized?
Some; please visit the following link:  http://www.in.gov/library/4066.htm.
