Document of the Month:  Indiana Agent of State Reports
Indiana’s fiscal and legal matters became more formal and centralized in the creation of the Office of Agent. The Agent was responsible for reviewing transactions regarding public improvements and establishing legal proceedings, if necessary.  The Agent was also responsible for reviewing all transactions from the sale or distribution of stocks, and the system of internal improvements. The Indiana Agent of State Reports contain a historical account of Indiana’s financial affairs and laws relating to fiscal matters. For example, the Act of January 28, 1834 established the State’s Bank.  Also included are detailed accounts of bonds issued and sold for Internal Improvement Funds; detailed descriptions of business transactions with banks, railroads, and other institutions throughout the State (Territory).   Historians and researchers may find particular interest in the register of Indiana State Bonds, as it lists individuals and each transaction in detail.  These and other reports offer a historical glimpse on Indiana’s financial history and how we conducted the business affairs of the day.  The Agent of State Reports can be found in the Library’s Indiana Collection, I 336 Ia for the years 1842-53, 1854-57, and 1858-72.  
