Indiana State Park Centennial
Annual Pass Library Check-out Program
Frequently Asked Questions

How many passes were distributed?  240 passes were distributed – one to each library district. The pass for your district was sent to the director of your library. 

We haven’t gotten our pass yet. Do we need to request it?   Not yet.  Every library system in the state was mailed a pass (first class USPS).  It was addressed to the director of each library.  If you have not received by pass by Friday, January 9, 2016, please contact Wendy Knapp at the email address below. 

Can I purchase additional passes so that each branch has a pass to lend?   Yes, you can purchase up to one pass per branch for lending purposes. A significant percentage of revenue for Indiana State Parks comes from gate entrance fees and about 70% of our state parks’ operating budget comes from fees, so please observe this one pass per branch limitation.  

Where can I purchase an additional pass for each branch? You can either go to the State Parks’ online store at www.innsgifts.com, or visit your nearest state park or state park inn. Find locations near you at www.stateparks.IN.gov/2393.htm. Limit one pass per branch.

How much will each additional pass cost? The cost of additional passes for each branch is at the standard rate of $50/pass. 

Will there be a standard circulation period?  The ISL has recommended a one week circulation based on several other similar programs in other states.  Additionally, we know that many libraries will add the passes to their collections, and make them holdable.  Since patrons on a waiting list don’t know when they will get the pass, by allowing the circulation to be for a full week, the patron will have a better chance of having the time to visit a park.  

Are there standard publicity materials that we can use to promote the pass check-out program?  The Indiana State Library is creating a poster for this purpose that will be available for download here.  You may also want to create local publicity tools for your patrons. For example, the Mooresville Public Library has created a short YouTube video that you can see at https://youtu.be/l7UTYWmDyjo. 

Is there a list of libraries that have the passes available for check-out?  
Yes, to view the list of libraries that have available passes please click here.

Should we circulate the pass with anything else?  You may want to include a map and/or the Indiana Recreation Guide (http://www.in.gov/dnr/5280.htm) with your pass. If you would like to receive a box of 2016 Indiana Recreation Guides when they are ready for shipment in February, please contact Julie Planck at INrecguide@DNR.IN.gov no later than January 15, 2016. 

Can we get a MARC record?  
An editable MARC record is available at: https://www.statelib.lib.in.us/files/StateParksPasses.zip, along with a printable flier.
    
Our library does not charge overdue fees.  Is the $1 per day a requirement?  No. We have anticipated that libraries will need to maintain local policies, and as with all the circulation recommendations, this is just a recommendation.  All recommendations are based on other similar programs in other states, but as will all successful library programs, we know that local libraries are most aware of their community needs.

Is there a pass available at the Indiana State Library?  Yes, one pass is available for check out at the Indiana State Library.

Will this program be repeated next year?  No, it is a one-year program offered as a part of the Indiana State Parks Centennial Celebration. 

Can the passes be duplicated in case we lose the one we received?  No, the annual passes cannot be duplicated.  We periodically confiscate passes at our entrance gates where people have tried to duplicate them to avoid paying for a pass, and none of us would want that to happen to a library patron who checked out a pass. 

What happens if a patron does not return a pass?  Each library can charge overdue fees as you charge with other materials. If a pass is lost because a patron does not return it,  the individual library is welcome to purchase a new pass to replace the lost one, either at one of our state parks or through our online store at www.innsgifts.com. Additional passes will not be issued by the ISL or DNR. 

Where can our patrons use the annual pass?  The annual pass can be used at any of our 32 Indiana State Parks and State Reservoirs, or at any of the three State Forest Recreation Areas that charge entrance fees. This includes the following properties:   Brookville Lake, Brown County State Park, Chain O’Lakes State Park, Charlestown State Park, Clifty Falls State Park, Falls of the Ohio State Park (parking fee only;  does not cover admission to the interpretive center), Fort Harrison State Park, Hardy Lake, Harmonie State Park, Indiana Dunes State Park, Cagles Mill Lake (Lieber and Cataract Falls SRAs), Lincoln State Park, McCormick’s Creek State Park, Mississinewa Lake, Monroe Lake, Mounds State Park, O’Bannon Woods State Park, Ouabache State Park, Patoka Lake, Pokagon State Park and Trine SRA, Potato Creek State Park, Prophetstown State Park,  Cecil M. Harden Lake (Raccoon SRA), Salamonie Lake, Shakamak State Park, Spring Mill State Park, Summit Lake State Park, Tippecanoe River State Park, Turkey Run State Park, Shades State Park, Versailles State Park, Whitewater Memorial State Park, Deam Lake SRA, Ferdinand State Forest, and Starve Hollow SRA. 

Can annual passes be used at State Historic Sites or the Indiana State Museum?  No, the Indiana State Museum and State Historic Sites operate as a stand-alone entity with separate fees and are not a part of this annual pass check-out program. 

We’ve seen media coverage indicating that the passes cannot be used at Falls of the Ohio State Park or Prophetstown State Park. Is that information correct?  No. The annual passes CAN be used at Prophetstown State Park; we are not sure where that information came from. The annual passes can be used for parking fees at Falls of the Ohio State Park – they cannot be used for admission to the interpretive center, which has a separate fee structure. 

When are gate fees required at state parks?  Is it all year or just in the summer?  Operation of entrance gates varies from park to park and season to season. Generally speaking, gates are operated full-time from April through October and on weekends the rest of the year but that may not always be the case if the park is hosting a special event or other feature where a controlled gate is important. It is best to call and check before visiting if there is a question. 


Who should I contact if other questions arise? 
· Indiana State Library:  Wendy Knapp, Associate Director of Statewide Services. 317-232-3691 or wknapp@library.IN.gov 
· Indiana State Parks:  Ginger Murphy, Deputy Director for Stewardship. 317-232-4143 or
gmurphy@dnr.IN.gov 
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