The Hero's Guide to Saving Your Kingdom (BR019625)
Healy, Christopher.
The lazy bards have it all wrong--there are actually four princes charming: Liam, Frederic, Duncan, and Gustav. They do not necessarily need to rescue resourceful princesses. Instead they team up to battle dangerous creatures to stop an evil plot that endangers their kingdoms. For grades 4-7. 2012.
The Elephant Scientist (BR019609)

O'Connell, Caitlin.; Jackson, Donna M.
Scientist O'Connell chronicles her observations of elephants in Africa. Describes the creatures' communication using vibration-sensitive cells in their feet and trunks. Includes resources and a pachyderm term guide. For grades 5-8 and older readers. 2011.
King of the Mound: My Summer with Satchel Paige (BR019580)
Tooke, Wes.
Twelve-year-old Nick loves baseball and pitching. After spending a year in the hospital with a brace on his leg, fighting polio, Nick works for the Bismarck Churchills--where his dad is the catcher--and gets to see the great Satchel Paige pitch the 1935 season. For grades 4-7 and older readers. 2012.
Volcano: The Eruption and Healing of Mount St. Helens (BR019539)

Lauber, Patricia.
Recounts the transformation of Mount St. Helens from a forested mountain to a desolate blast zone after its explosion on March 27, 1980. Discusses the earthquakes and mud flows that occurred and the gradual return of plants, insects, and animals. For grades 4-7. Newbery Honor Book. 1986.
Goblin Secrets (BR019663)

Alexander, William.
Hoping to find his lost brother, Rownie escapes the home of the witch Graba. He joins a troupe of goblins who perform in Zombay, a city where humans are forbidden to wear masks and act in plays. For grades 4-7 and older readers. National Book Award. 2012.
Turtle in Paradise (BR019109)

Holm, Jennifer L.
In 1935, when money is scarce during the Great Depression, ten-year-old Turtle goes to Key West, Florida, to live with relatives she's never met. Her adventures with her cousins involve a treasure map, a hurricane, and an ornery grandmother. For grades 4-7. Newbery Honor.   2010.
Meet My Girls: Eightieth Anniversary of the Seeing Eye, Inc., 1929-2009 (BR019424)

Napier, Grace D.
Napier, an educator who has been blind since birth, explains the purpose of the Seeing Eye, Inc., dog-guide school in New Jersey. Shares her experiences with the ten dogs she has had over the years and describes their training. For grades 4-7 and older readers. 2010.
The Ghost of Crutchfield Hall (BR019206)

Hahn, Mary Downing.
Nineteenth century. Twelve-year-old Florence Crutchfield leaves a London orphanage to live with her great-uncle, great-aunt, and sickly cousin James at Crutchfield Hall. But she soon realizes the home has another resident, who means to do her and James harm. For grades 4-7. 2010.
Adventure Beneath the Sea: Living in an Underwater Science Station (BR019282)

Mallory, Kenneth.
Describes a seven-day mission in a steel cylinder off the Florida Keys, sixty feet deep in the Atlantic Ocean. Examines the scientists' living conditions and work, which includes inserting computer tags into fish. Discusses scuba diving and explains the need to return to the surface slowly. For grades 4-7. 2010.
Ninth Ward (BR019190)

Rhodes, Jewell Parker.
New Orleans, Ninth Ward; August 2005. Twelve-year-old orphan Lanesha, who sees spirits, prepares for hurricane Katrina with her eighty-two-year-old adoptive grandmother, Mama Ya-Ya. Unable to evacuate, they gather supplies and two refugees--neighbor TaShon and his dog Spot. For grades 4-7. Coretta Scott King Honor. 2010.
Close to Famous (BR019473)

After escaping her mother's abusive boyfriend, twelve-year-old Foster McFee and her mother make a new start in Culpepper, West Virginia. Her mom wants to be a lead singer, while Foster dreams of becoming a famous TV chef--and of mastering reading, despite her learning disability. For grades 5-8. Schneider Award. 2011.
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key (BR019407)

When Joey's medication for attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder wears off during the school day, he forgets that his house key is not on a string and swallows it. Joey keeps causing problems for his classmates and himself, while his mother and his teachers try to help him. For grades 5-8. 1998.
Heart of a Samurai: Based on the True Story of Manjiro Nakahama (BR019327)
Preus, Margi.
1841. Marooned on a remote island and near starvation, fourteen-year-old Manjiro and four fishing companions are rescued by an American whaling ship. Manjiro joins the crew and is the first Japanese man to come to America. Still, he dreams of going home to be a samurai. For grades 5-8. Newbery Honor. 2010.
This is Rocket Science: The True Stories of the Risk-Taking Scientists Who Figure Out Ways to Explore Beyond Earth (BR019168)

Skurzynski, Gloria.
Traces the history of rocketry from its Chinese origins to the International Space Station and profiles key scientists such as Wernher von Braun. Explains the scientific principles that allow satellite launches to overcome Earth's gravity. Recaps the space race and space shuttle program. For grades 5-8.    2010.
Moon over Manifest (BR019189)

Vanderpool, Clare.
Great Depression. Drifter Gideon Tucker sends his twelve-year-old daughter Abilene to stay with his friend Shady Howard, a saloon-owner-turned-pastor, in Manifest, Kansas, where Gideon grew up. Abilene discovers a cigar box full of papers and odds and ends that lead her to long-held secrets. For grades 5-8. Newbery Medal.   2010.
Astra (BR019265)
Platt, Chris.
Thirteen-year-old Lily O'Neil's passion is Arabian horses, but she is forbidden by her father to ride since her mother's death in a horse-racing accident last year. Instead Lily nurses her mother's horse Astra back to health, hoping that someday Astra will win the Tevis Cup. For grades 5-8. 2010.
Bulu, African Wonder Dog (BR019065)
Houston, Dick.

Author recounts Anna and Steve Tolan's adoption of a mixed-breed Jack Russell named Bulu to keep them company at their fledgling wildlife rescue center in Zambia. Describes Bulu's adventures caring for orphaned elephants and other baby animals--and his risky encounters in the bush. For grades 5-8 and older readers. 2010.
Murder at Midnight (BR018775)
Avi.
Pergamontio, Italy; 1490. Falsely accused of plotting to overthrow King Claudio, scholarly Mangus the magician, from Midnight Magic (BR 13138), and his street-smart servant boy Fabrizio face deadly consequences unless they can track down the real traitor by the stroke of midnight. For grades 5-8. 2009.
Word Nerd (BR018301)
Nielsen, Susin.
Seventh grader and social misfit Ambrose finds that correspondence courses and lots of free time allow him to finagle recently released criminal Cosmo--the landlord's son--into joining a Scrabble club. Becoming friends with Cosmo and improving his Scrabble game bring Ambrose unexpected adventures and acceptance. For grades 5-8.    2008.
Black Star, Bright Dawn (BR018118)

O'Dell, Scott.
After her father is injured, Bright Dawn, an eighteen-year-old Eskimo girl, takes up the challenge of running Alaska's one-thousand-mile-long Iditarod race. She and lead dog Black Star endure many hazards between Anchorage and Nome, including blizzards, wild animals, and treacherous trails. For grades 5-8 and older readers. 1988.
