Document of the Month:  School Laws of the State of Indiana.

Pens, pencils, backpacks, notebooks, iPad, rulers! It’s hard to believe, but it’s time for the kids to go back to school! Whether you’ve already begun the school year or have a few more days left of summer break, this month’s document celebrates or laments the prospect of a new school year.  The School Laws of the State of Indiana includes laws and ordinances for county auditors, school commissioners, township/district trustees, city-county entities connected with Common Schools, religious and political freedoms, etc.  

The School Laws include historical and foundational laws that established Indiana schools as they are today. For example, in the 1843-1844 Laws, Article II, Sections 30-59 describe how school districts are established.  Section 32 mandates that “districts be laid in such manner as shall be most convenient for the population and neighborhoods thereof, paying due regard to any school house already erected, districts already laid off, and other circumstances proper to be considered, so as to promote the interest of the inhabitants of the township concerned.”  
Another notable section (33) states, “the township clerk shall cause a map to be made at the township, and thereon to lay down and describe the districts therein, so marking the lines and corners that the same may be readily ascertained, and regularly numbering such districts thereon.”  Forms and tables are included that describe student attendance and district trustees reports.  Later laws include qualifications for bus drivers and tax levies. The School Laws are included in the Indiana Collection, Isli 379.1 I385 for the years 1844 through 1946.   
