
State Senator Mike Young’s  2012 Legislative Survey Results 

 

Survey Results: 

1. Recently, the Indiana Supreme Court ruled that a citizen does not have the right to defend 

themselves against an unlawful entry onto their property by law enforcement because of the 

danger of someone being harmed. The “Castle Doctrine” prescribes that citizens have a right 

to defend their homes against any unlawful entry. Would you support or oppose the General 

Assembly clarifying our self-defense statute that allows a citizen the right to use force against 

any unlawful entry onto one’s property, including law enforcement? 

 
 

2. Although the citizens of Indiana have seen a reduction in their property taxes, there are 

those who believe that the state should not tax one’s personal home. One proposal is to 

constitutionally eliminate homestead property taxes by reducing the state sales tax from 7 

percent to 5.5 percent and then extend the sales to services; such as: haircuts, auto repairs, 

etc, but not on food, medicine or legal fees. Would you support or oppose a proposal to 

eliminate the homestead property taxes by reducing the state sales and extending the sales 

tax to services? 

 
 

3. (Forte Wayne and Decatur township residents only) There are some who want to 

eliminate township fire departments and give the operation to the City of Indianapolis. 

Would you support or oppose eliminating the Wayne and Decatur Township fire 
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departments and then having the Indianapolis Fire Department provide fire service? 

 

 
 

4a) (For Gilbert and Liberty township residents only) A proposal before the General 

Assembly will call for the elimination of the County Council At-large members and make 

those seats individual districts seats. The total number of council seats would remain the 

same. The same proposal would call for the elimination of the three County Commissioners 

by replacing those positions with a single County Executive, much like the mayor of 

Indianapolis. 

 

 
 

4b) Would you support or oppose eliminating the County Commissioners and replacing 

those positions with a single County Executive? 
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5. Indiana is considering Right-to-work legislation. Right-to-work is the ability of a person 

to work at a job without being forced to join a union. Approximately 30 percent of 

businesses looking to expand their operations never consider Indiana because it is not a 

right-to-work state. Studies have indicated that if Indiana were to become a right-to-work 

state that the state would experience an economic boom, creating thousands of jobs. Others 

contend that the jobs would come at cost, with lower wages, unsafe working conditions and 

harming labor unions. Would you support or oppose Right-to-work legislation? 

 

 
 

6. The Mayor of Indianapolis and other community leaders are proposing a mass transit 

system for Marion and Hamilton (and possibly Hendricks) counties. The proposal 

envisions the use of buses and trains to move people from Noblesville, Carmel and Fishers 

to Indianapolis and back, and from the Indianapolis International Airport. The project 

would cost over $1 billion dollars and includes a .03 percent local income tax. Supports of 

the project say mass transit is required for the community to stay economically viable. Do 

you support or oppose the proposal for mass transit in Central Indiana? 

 

 
 

7. Last year the General Assembly passed a constitutional amendment to define marriage 

as that consisting of marriage between one man and one woman. Before the amendment is 

eligible to be voted on by the people, it must pass the General Assembly for a second time. 

Do you support or oppose passage by the General Assembly of this constitutional 

amendment? 
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8. Last year the General Assembly passed several bills protecting the right to own and 

carry a weapon. Some elected leaders of cities and towns are asking that they be given the 

right to restrict weapons from parks, government buildings and other areas. Others say 

that legal permit holders have a right to carry their weapon for their personal protection 

wherever they may go. Do you support or oppose allowing local government to restrict 

where one may legally carry a weapon? 

 

 
 

9. Several states are now considering restricting abortion up to and until the unborn baby 

has heartbeat. Some argue this is taking away a woman’s right to her own body while 

others argue this is another step in protecting the life of a defenseless unborn baby. Do you 

support or oppose a measure that would prevent an abortion of an unborn baby after its 

heart begins to beat, with the exception being that of the life of the mother? 
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