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Take our

QUIZ!a

a
We took a vote and found 

that you might not want to 

take another quiz. So we 

asked Senator Errington- 

who represents Senate 

District 26 - to answer 

these questions for you!

1 What is  
representative 

democracy?
2

A. a great new candy bar

B. your favorite tongue twister

C. our system of government

A legislator is a

(Fill in the blank)
person who makes laws.

Legislators are lawmakers who work 

in a group called the legislature. The 

Indiana legislature is known as The 
General Assembly.  This is the branch 
of government that makes new laws and 
changes old ones. It is made up of 150 
members directly elected by citizens of 
Indiana. These men and women represent 
the views and concerns of the people in 
their area of the state.

Representative democracy 
is the system of government in 
which power is held by the people 
and exercised indirectly through 
elected representatives. 
Both the United States of America 
and the state of Indiana are  
representative democracies.

Welcome! 
This guide will help you learn a little more about how 
government works in Indiana in addition to some fun facts 
that will impress all your friends! Good luck and have fun!
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person who makes laws.

3 FINISH THIS SENTENCE:

the Senate and the House of Representatives

The Senate and the House of Representatives are the two 
bodies called “houses” that make up the Indiana General Assembly. 

Legislators in the Senate are called Senators and legislators in the 

House of Representatives are called Representatives.  Indiana 

has 50 Senators and 100 Representatives. 

The Indiana General Assembly is divided 
into two houses called 

.

4TRUE
or 

FALSE:

Our state legislature 
makes laws only for 
the state of Indiana.

Indiana’s state legislature 
makes laws only for 
Indiana, just as Georgia’s 
legislature makes laws 
only for its state. The 
United States Congress 
meets in our nation’s 
capital, Washington, D.C., 
and creates laws for all 
fifty states.

5TRUE or FALSE:
Anyone can be a state legislator. 

A State Senator must be at least 25 years old. A 
State Representative must be at least 21 years 
old. Each must have lived in Indiana for at least 
two years and in their legislative district for at 
least one year.

6 What are the  
responsibilities of  

U.S citizens?A. voting 

B. helping out in their communities 
C. learning about government 

D. speaking up and letting their ideas be heard

E. all of the above
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The Indiana  
General Assembly

Did you 
know??

The Indiana Statehouse
in Downtown Indianapolis, Indiana

The Indiana General Assembly is housed inside 
the Indiana Statehouse in Indiana’s capital city, 
Indianapolis. The Indiana Statehouse was built in 
1888. One hundred years later, in 1988, the Statehouse 
was extensively renovated. The building features a 
stained glass dome, marble floors and steps, granite 
columns, an ornate balcony, and period wall and ceiling 
designs.

The Indiana General Assembly is a part-time legislature, which 
means that it is only in session for a portion of the year. During 
even numbered years, the legislative session begins in early 
January and must end by March 15th. In odd numbered years when 
a state budget is crafted, session does not end until April 29th.

The Senate and the House of Representatives are the two bodies called “houses” that 
make up the Indiana General Assembly. Legislators in the Senate are called Senators and 
legislators in the House of Representatives are called Representatives.  Indiana has 50 
Senators and 100 Representatives. 

A government that consists of two houses is called “bicameral.” Some legislatures have 
only one lawmaking unit. These are called “unicameral.” The members of the two houses 
are also divided into political parties. Represented in the Indiana General Assembly are the 
Democrat and Republican parties. The group having the largest number of members is 
called the “majority party.” The other group is the “minority party.”

Indiana is comprised of 50 Senate districts and 100 House districts. The residents 
of each district elect their respective legislators. Senate districts have a population of 
approximately 110,000 people while House districts have approximately a 60,000 person 
population. New boundary lines for the districts are drawn every ten years after an official 
count, or census, has been taken of the people and where they live. The shapes of the 
districts may be changed to reflect changes in population. Urban districts are 
usually small because many people live in a small area. Suburban and rural legislative 
districts may be very large, which shows that residents live farther apart.
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How a Bill becomes a Law
Proposal: a law 
begins with an 

idea 
(Start)

Bill Draft: the 
idea is written in 
proper form as 

a bill

First Reading:  
the bill is read on the 

floor and sent to a 
committee

Second  
Reading:  

the bill is read 
for a 2nd time 
on the floor, it 

may be  
amended again

Committee Hearing:  
the committee studies the 

bill, hears public testimony, 
and may amend the bill

Commitee Action: the committee 
 approves the bill and sends it on

Second House: the bill travels 
to the other house of the 

legislature and repeats the 
previous steps

Third Reading: 
the bill receives its 
final reading by the 
first house, it passes 

if a majority of  
members vote for it

Conference  
Committee:  
if necessary,  

delegates from both 
houses confer to  
decide upon an 

agreed version of 
the bill

Veto Override: if the bill is vetoed, 
it may still become law by a major-

ity vote by the legislature

Governor’s Action: the governor may 
sign the bill into law or veto it

BILL BECOMES LAW
(Finish)

Find your way through the maze and discover how a bill becomes a law in Indiana.

Key Words Bill: A draft of a proposed law.  
Amendment: A proposal to change the original terms of a bill. 
Committee: A group of legislators appointed by the presiding officer to consider an issue, 
question, or bill. 
Veto: Return by the Governor to the legislature of a bill without his or her signature; the 
veto message from the Governor usually explains why he or she thinks the bill should not 
become a law.
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General Assembly  
Word Search

WORDS TO FIND:

AMEND
AUTHOR
BILL
BUDGET
CAUCUS
COMMITTEE
CONSTITUENT
DEMOCRAT
HEARING
HOUSE 
LAW

LEGISLATURE
LOBBY
QUORUM
REFERENDUM
REPUBLICAN
RESOLUTION
SENATE
SESSION
SPONSOR
VETO
VOTE
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Y  L  X  S  U  C  U  A  C  C  Z  P  N  Y  A  S  P  H
B  U  D  G  E  T  U  T  F  I  F  P  M  G  E  V  U  E
B  I  L  L  L  S  E  N  A  T  E  S  O  K  W  R  F  A
B  M  A  U  T  H  O  R  E  E  U  P  R  K  R  I  B  R
A  K  C  I  V  N  O  I  T  U  L  O  S  E  R  F  L  I
G  T  Y  S  N  G  N  W  L  V  P  U  J  G  A  V  H  N
Y  R  E  P  U  B  L  I  C  A  N  W  L  M  Y  V  E  G
S  S  N  Y  F  H  O  U  S  E  D  C  E  M  R  T  I  W
H  R  X  T  U  X  Y  A  X  K  V  N  G  R  E  J  G  A
L  O  D  D  Y  L  B  Y  R  M  D  R  I  C  F  P  Y  X
M  S  P  H  D  E  M  O  C  R  A  T  S  B  E  C  B  Q
J  N  C  O  M  M  I  T  T  E  E  W  L  X  R  V  B  A
K  O  V  V  H  W  X  D  I  B  O  A  A  X  E  O  O  S
H  P  G  N  O  I  S  S  E  S  M  L  T  R  N  T  L  L
C  S  P  G  O  T  E  V  K  K  Q  O  U  L  D  E  V  S
B  X  B  Z  T  V  H  Y  X  A  M  K  R  P  U  J  W  A
R  K  H  L  A  Q  U  O  R  U  M  D  E  E  M  X  V  T
N  A  K  S  G  C  O  N  S  T  I  T  U  E  N  T  B  P



About our  
Government

Fill in as many of the blank spaces below as you can. The number of spaces tells you how many 
letters are in the word. If you get stuck, you can use at the key at the bottom of the page.

	 Indiana’s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ establishes the State’s government and 

our laws. Our government has _ _ _ _ _ main branches. They are the  

L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , the E _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , and the J _ _ _ _ _ _ _ branches. 

The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ makes the laws for Indiana, based on the 

requirements and limits of the constitution. There are two groups, or 

houses, in the legislature - the _ _ _ _ _ _ and the _ _ _ _ _ of   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  
 

	 The executive branch of government carries out the _ _ _ _ made by 

the legislature. At the head of this branch is the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  
 

	 The judicial branch of government is made up of the  _ _ _ _ _ _. This 

system of courts and _ _ _ _ _ _ considers the facts in trials, interprets the 

laws, settles disputes between citizens, and imposes penalities on people 

who break the law. 
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The Right 
to Vote!

Vote: A formal expression of opinion or choice, either positive or negative, made by an 
individual or body of individuals. 
Election: The selection of a person or persons for public office by vote. 
Congress: Main legislative body of the United States of America that makes laws for 
the entire Nation. 
Suffrage: The right of voting. 
Campaign: A series of planned actions for getting someone elected.

Key Words
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 Many people today think voting is the most 
important right Americans have. There are many 
places in the world where people do not have the 
right to vote. By voting, people can make sure that 
their opinion is shared with community leaders. If 
you are a citizen of the United States and eighteen 
or older, you have the right to vote in local, state 
and national elections. 

Each Indiana citizen votes to elect one State 
Senator and one House Representative from his or 
her district to the Indiana General Assembly. 

State Representatives are elected to two year 
terms and up for election every two years. State 
Senators are elected to four year terms. These 
terms are staggered in such a way that half of the 
50 seats are up for election every two years.
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VOTE

for 
State Senate

VOTE
for 

Indiana House  
of  

Representatives

Make your own 
Campaign button!
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Write to your Legislator

Public input is a vital part of the legislative process. Indiana Senators 
and Representatives are elected to represent you, the people of their 
districts. It is your responsibility to contact your legislators on issues 
that are important to you. Below is a sample letter that may be used by 
someone who wants to share his or her opinion with legislators.

200 Main Street 
Anytown, IN 46222

May 5th, 2008 

Hello! My name is ______________________. I am ______ years old 
and in the _______ grade. I am writing to you because I am concerned 
about free textbooks. I think that parents should not have to pay for their 
children’s books for school. We are supposed to get a free education, and 
education includes books. Paying for books is difýcult for some parents. 
 

Dear Senator ___________________:

Please support any bills that provide us with free textbooks. 

Sincerely,  

Jill Smith 

{ Include your address here. }

{Sign your name here and make sure it’s legible}

{ Put the issue you 
want to talk about 
here and explain 
how you feel about 
it.}

Do you 
know?

Who is your State Senator?

? Who is your State Representative?
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{ Include your address here. }

{Sign your name here and make sure it’s legible}

Try writing your own letter!
Use the note paper below to practice writing a letter to your Senator 
or Representative. When you’re happy with your letter, write or type it 
on your own paper.

Send your finished letter by mail to your legislator addressed with his or 
her name to this address:  

You may also call your legislators.  
To call the Indiana Senate dial: 1-800-382-9467 
 To call the Indiana House of Representatives dial: 1-800-382-9700

You can also e-mail your legislators.  
Send e-mail to your Senator at s[district number]@iga.in.gov  
(example s1@iga.in.gov).  
Send e-mail to your Representative at h[district number]@iga.in.gov 
(example h1@iga.in.gov).

200 West Washington Street 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204
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Senate Districts

Find your Senate district on the Indiana map!+
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Indiana State Senators 
116th Indiana General Assembly

(By District)

1	 Frank Mrvan Jr., Democrat
2	 Lonnie M. Randolph, Democrat
3	 Earline S. Rogers, Democrat
4	 Karen Tallian, Democrat
5	 Ed Charbonneau, Republican
6	 Sue Landske, Republican
7	 Brandt Hershman, Republican
8	 Jim Arnold, Democrat
9	 Ryan Mishler, Republican
10	 John Broden, Democrat
11	 Joseph C. Zakas, Republican
12	 Carlin Yoder, Republican
13	 Marlin Stutzman, Republican
14	 Dennis K. Kruse, Republican
15	 Thomas J. Wyss, Republican
16	 David C. Long, Republican
17	 Dr. Gary P. Dillon, Republican
18	 Randy Head, Republican
19	 Travis Holdman, Republican
20	 Luke Kenley, Republican
21	 Jim Buck, Republican
22	 Ronnie J. Alting, Republican
23	 Phil Boots, Republican
24	 Connie Lawson, Republican
25	 Timothy S. Lanane, Democrat

26	 Sue Errington, Democrat
27	 Allen E. Paul, Republican
28	 Beverly J. Gard, Republican
29	 Michael Delph, Republican
30	 Teresa S. Lubbers, Republican
31	 James W. Merritt, Jr., Republican
32	 Patricia L. Miller, Republican
33	 Greg Taylor, Democrat
34	 Jean D. Breaux, Democrat
35	 Michael Young, Republican
36	 Brent Waltz, Republican
37	 Richard D. Bray, Republican
38	 Timothy D. Skinner, Democrat
39	 John M. Waterman, Republican
40	 Vi Simpson, Democrat
41	 Greg Walker, Republican
42	 Jean Leising, Republican
43	 Johnny Nugent, Republican
44	 Brent Steele, Republican
45	 James Lewis, Democrat
46	 Connie Sipes, Democrat
47	 Richard D. Young, Jr., Democrat
48	 Lindel O. Hume, Democrat
49	 Bob Deig, Democrat
50	 Vaneta Becker, Republican

Find your senator and circle his or her name!+
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