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The Indiana General Assembly enacted major property tax 
reforms in 2008. These reforms are intended to provide 
substantial tax relief to homeowners. Starting in 2009, 
property taxes for the school general fund, 
county welfare funds, and several other funds 
will be eliminated, and their costs taken over by 
the state. Homeowners will also receive a 
substantial new deduction from their home 
assessments. And “circuit breakers” will limit 
homeowner tax bills to a fixed percentage of 
their assessments, 1.5% in 2009 and 1% 
beginning in 2010. The circuit breaker for 
homeowners is 2% in 2008. 

In 2008, substantial tax relief is provided 
through an added homestead credit. The credit 
will be financed with payments from the new 
race track casinos and from the added sales tax. 
Statewide, this amounts to added property tax 
relief of $870 million. Homeowner taxes should 
fall by about one-third. Each county is different, 
however. Homeowner tax bills depend on 
changes in the homestead’s assessment and the 
assessments of other property, on changes in 
local government tax collections, on new local 
income tax adoptions, as well as on added state credits. 
Kosciusko County did not adopt a new local option income 
tax for 2008. 

In Kosciusko County, the average homeowner saw their tax 
bill decrease by 27.8% for 2008, with 95.3% of homeowners 
seeing decreases. Without the added homestead credit, the 
average tax bill would have increased by 3.8%, and 71.6% 
of homeowners would have seen tax bill increases.  

In Kosciusko County, 25% of property taxes are paid by 
homeowners (homesteads are primary residences, occupied 
by their owners); 29% are paid by owners of smaller rental 
housing units or owners of second homes (non-homestead 
residential); 2% are paid by owners of larger rental housing 
units (commercial apartments); and 44% are paid by other 
agricultural, commercial, industrial, or utility businesses on 
their real property (land and buildings) or on their personal 
property (equipment). 
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Who Pays the Tax?
Shares of the Property Tax Paid 

by Property Type
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Lower Tax Bill
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Ch

459 2.3% 2,172 10.9%
161 0.8% 1,477 7.4%
276 1.4% 10,599 53.2%
42 0.2% 47 0.2%

684 3.4% 4,030 20.2%
1,823 9.2% 832 4.2%
8,613 43.3% 280 1.4%
6,679 33.6% 170 0.9%
662 3.3% 146 0.7%
245 1.2% 78 0.4%
177 0.9% 40 0.2%
52 0.3% 17 0.1%
19 0.1% 9 0.0%
7 0.0% 2 0.0%
7 0.0% 7 0.0%

19,906 100.0% 19,906 100.0%
896 4.5% 14,248 71.6%
42 0.2% 47 0.2%

18,968 95.3% 5,611 28.2%
ax Bill -27.8% 3.8%

anges in Homeowner Tax Bills from 2007 to 2008
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On average, Kosciusko County property tax levies increased 
3.7% from 2007 to 2008. This is lower than the expected 
statewide average increase of 5%. The largest levy increases 
were in the county, the Wawasee School Corporation, and 
the Warsaw School Corporation.  

In Kosciusko County, school corporations receive 68% of 
all property taxes. The county and the cities and towns 
receive most of the rest. Townships, library districts, special 
districts, and the state collect a small share of property taxes.  

In 2009 the school and county shares of property tax 
revenue will decrease significantly when the state takes over 
the school general fund and county welfare levies. 
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Who Gets the Revenue?
Property Tax Levies by Government Type 

2007 2008 2007 2008

Taxing Unit Levy Levy Change Taxing Unit Levy Levy

County Total $86,874,500 $90,114,563 3.7%

State Unit 138,564 142,533 2.9% Mentone Civil Town 207,529 214,521

Kosciusko County 9,872,711 10,511,760 6.5% Milford Civil Town 419,582 434,381

Clay Township 57,323 60,771 6.0% North Webster Civil Town 307,628 318,371

Etna Township 37,866 45,191 19.3% Pierceton Civil Town 179,333 175,856

Franklin Township 48,373 50,321 4.0% Sidney Civil Town 10,939 11,344

Harrison Township 98,403 102,742 4.4% Silver Lake Civil Town 222,176 229,519

Jackson Township 53,625 56,943 6.2% Syracuse Civil Town 1,564,492 1,555,868

Jefferson Township 32,039 33,184 3.6% Winona Lake Civil Town 810,267 839,423

Lake Township 36,729 43,972 19.7% Wa-Nee Community School Corporation 2,251,187 2,271,139

Monroe Township 17,821 18,584 4.3% Wawasee Community School Corporation 18,544,623 19,559,736

Plain Township 301,880 311,751 3.3% Warsaw Community School Corporation 27,771,012 28,752,119

Prairie Township 56,360 40,046 -28.9% Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation 5,628,671 5,791,225

Scott Township 10,937 18,414 68.4% Whitko Community School Corporation 4,313,616 4,301,383

Seward Township 64,641 61,466 -4.9% Triton School Corporation 891,845 811,170

Tippecanoe Township 359,884 348,796 -3.1% Nappanee Public Library 31,477 34,121

Turkey Creek Township 327,486 339,533 3.7% Milford Public Library 125,630 135,584

Van Buren Township 83,844 87,568 4.4% Pierceton Public Library 44,684 46,223

Washington Township 90,723 93,489 3.0% Syracuse Public Library 291,116 296,574

Wayne Township 658,059 682,353 3.7% Warsaw Community Public Library 1,627,269 1,678,243

Warsaw Civil City 8,109,794 8,346,385 2.9% Bell Memorial Public Library 206,798 208,294

Nappanee Civil City 149,682 161,095 7.6% North Webster Library 306,742 317,881

Burket Civil Town 18,188 3,539 -80.5% Kosciusko County Solid Waste Management 161,658 160,349

Claypool Civil Town 68,441 71,956 5.1% Winona Lake Redevelopment Commission 0 18,090

Etna Green Civil Town 72,380 75,042 3.7% Warsaw City Redevelopment Commission 127,340 180,242

Leesburg Civil Town 63,133 65,473 3.7%

by Governmental Units in Kosciusko County

Changes in Property Tax Levies from 2007 to 2008
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