
Rep. Ed Soliday, Chairperson 
Rep. David Wolkins 
Rep. Vanessa Summers 
Rep. Cherrish Pryor 
Sen. Doug Eckerty, Vice-Chairperson 
Sen. Thomas Wyss 
Sen. Earline Rogers 
Sen. James Arnold 

INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL 
GROUP RECOGNITION LICENSE PLATES 

Legislative Services Agency 
200 West Washington Street, Suite 301 

Susan Montgomery, Attorney for the Committee 
Sarah Freeman, Attorney for the Committee Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2789 
Bill Brumbach, Fiscal Analyst for the Committee Tel: (317) 233-0696 Fax: (317) 232-2554 
Authority: P.L. 125-2012 

MEETING MINUTES1 

Meeting Date: September 5,2012 
Meeting Time: 1:00 P.M. 
Meeting Place: State House, 200 W. Washington 

St., Room 130 
Meeting City: Indianapolis, Indiana 
Meeting Number: 1 

Members Present:	 Rep. Ed Soliday, Chairperson; Rep. David Wolkins; Sen. Doug 
Eckerty, Vice-Chairperson; Sen. Thomas Wyss; Sen. Earline 
Rogers; Sen. James Arnold. 

Members Absent:	 Rep. Vanessa Summers; Rep. Cherrish Pryor. 

Chairperson Soliday called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. After introductions of the 
members, Chairperson Soliday stated that the meeting would focus on three topics: 

(1) whether it is a legitimate role of the state to raise funding for not-for-profit 
organizations through the sale of special group recognition license plates; 
(2) if the answer to question (1) is yes, what is the responsibility of the state to its 
citizens and specifically to citizens who purchase special group recognition license 
plates; and 
(3) whether the state has adequate resources to fulfill its responsibility under 
question (2)7· 

Further, if a speaker believes that there are specific policies and procedures regarding 

] These minutes, exhibits, and other materials referenced in the minutes can be viewed 
electronically at http://www.in.gov/legislative Hard copies can be obtained in the Legislative 
Information Center in Room 230 of the State House in Indianapolis, Indiana. Requests for hard 
copies may be mailed to the Legislative Information Center, Legislative Services Agency, West 
Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204-2789. A fee of $0.15 per page and mailing costs will 
be charged for hard copies. 
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special group recognition license plates that can be addressed legislatively, those should 
be addressed in the presentation. 

Attorney for the Committee Susan Montgomery read the charge to the Committee from 
P.L. 125-2012 as stated in Legislative Council Resolution 12-01: that the Committee study 
policies and procedures concerning the issuance of special group recognition license 
plates. Ms. Montgomery stated that the Committee would operate under Legislative 
Council Resolution 12-02. (Both Resolutions may be found as Exhibits wit~lin 

http://www.in.gov/legislative/interim/committee/lcou.htmlt.) 

1. Anne Teigen, National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL) 

Ms. Teigen, Senior Policy Specialist with NCSL, appeared via Skype. (Her presentation is 
attached as Exhibit A.) She distinguishes specialty license plates, those that state a 
special interest or not for profit message, from vanity plates that state a personal 
message. States vary in the number of specialty plates authorized for issuance from 800 
to 15. Hundreds of specialty plate bills are considered each year by legislatures across the 
nation. Various controversial issues are the subject of specialty plates. Specialty plates 
can raise revenue and are popular with the public; however, controversy and litigation may 
result from their consideration and some states may lose money on their issuance. 
Chairperson Soliday commented that the presentation was balanced and well-done. 

2. Joyce Brinkman, former member of the Indiana House of Representatives and former 
Treasurer of State 

Joyce Brinkman, sponsor of the first special group recognition plate, spoke concerning 
current criteria for the granting of special group recognition plates. (Her remarks are 
attached as Exhibit B.) She believes that: (1) funds should only be raised for activities that 
are within the appropriate scope of state government's duty; (2) funds raised with the 
plates should not be used to replace money already supporting state government 
programs; (3) organizations which raise money through these plates should only be able to 
do so to the extent that they match the funds raised with private dollars and other private 
collaboration and resources; and (4) a mechanism should exist for the state to examine 
the use of the funds raised and have a say in setting the priorities for the use of the funds. 
She is proud of how the Heritage Trust plate has been advancing core services of the 
state. 

3. Elizabeth Murphy, General Counsel, Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

Ms. Murphy stated that there are two types of special group recognition license plates; 
those that are created by statute and those which the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) 
establishes. She stated nine factors on which the BMV bases its decision to issue a plate: 

based or headquartered in Indiana 
has a civic or Native American connection 
is not for solely recreational purposes 
does not discriminate 
can show that it is a not-for-profit entity with supporting documentation 
keeps the money raised in Indiana 
is not affiliated with another group with a special group recognition license plate 
applies by March 31 of a year 
has acquired at least 500 signatures of those who state that they will purchase the 
plate as a part of the application process. 
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The BMV does have the power to suspend or revoke a plate. The BMV would like to see 
more "teeth" in the program; perhaps terminating the plate after one year of slow sales, 
and requiring those who pledge to purchase the plate to actually do so, with repercussions 
for the group if that does not happen. Upon request from Senator Wyss, Ms. Murphy gave 
the Committee Exhibit C, a listing of the sales of all the plates for last 3 years. Senator 
Rogers asked about why the vast difference in the number of plates authorized in the. 
various states; Ms. Murphy did not know the answer, although some states have a limit as 
to the number of specialty plates that may be issued. 

In response to a question from Representative Wolkins, Ms. Murphy stated that the fees 
charged by the BMV for the plates do cover the cost of production. Responding to Sen. 
Arnold, Ms. Murphy stated that plates are made at the Indiana State Prison and that it only 
takes a few minutes to change the design being produced. Chairperson Soliday 
questioned whether the BMV can evaluate what design might be deemed offensive and 
what mechanism is in place to decide what is the mission of a not-for-profit organization. 
Ms. Murphy was unsure if the BMV had the capacity to audit those organizations. 

4. Nancy Tibbett, Bicycle Indiana 

Nancy Tibbett, executive director of Bicycle Indiana, believes that it is a legitimate role of 
the state to help raise funding for not-for-profit organizations; she compared that 
connection to that of the Indiana State Employees Community Campaign, which allows 
employees to contribute to any not-for-profit organization. The state has a responsibility to 
those who contribute through plate purchases to question where the money goes. From 
earlier testimony, Ms. Tibbett believes that the state has adequate resources to fulfill its 
responsibilities from the fees collected. Responding to Senator Wyss, Ms. Tibbett stated 
that many persons donate directly to an organization, but others want to display their 
interest in a particular issue or subject. She gave the Committee a Media Advisory from 
the Indiana Office of Faith-based and Community Initiatives (Exhibit D). Discussion ensued 
on whether issuance of a special group recognition plate was a state endorsement. 

5. Karen Bohn and Bill Barks, Greenways Foundation 

The Greenways Foundation sold close to 800 plates in 2011. Vice president Karen Bohn, 
and Bill Barks, treasurer, of the Greenways Foundation believe that it is a legitimate role of 
the state to raise funding for not-for-profits; the funds received by their organization are 
used to provide grants. The state should investigate the mission statement of not-for­
profits that have the plates. They believe that the state does have the resources to 
investigate, coming from funds that are a part of the application process. Mr. Barks 
believes that the plate issuing process is a perfect extension of the state and state policy. 

6. Charles Hyde, Indianapolis Zoo 

Charles Hyde, director of membership for the Indianapolis Zoo, thought that the state has 
the regulatory and tax authority to raise money for not-for-profits in this manner, and· that 
the state has the responsibility to administer the plate program fairly and transparently. He 
also believes from earlier testimony that there appears to be sufficient money available to 
administer the program in the proper manner. The program has great power to do good for 
the state and the not-for-profit organizations. When questioned by Chairperson Soliday, 
Mr. Hyde responded that he does not know how many of the board of directors of the 
Indianapolis Zoo have purchased its special plate, but he knows that some have done so. 

7. Lynn Dennis, Indiana Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
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Lynn Dennis, director of government relations of the Indiana Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, stated that her organization has no plate but supports the environmental 
plate. Her position is that the state has a role to support not-for-profit groups, and that she 
would like to see the BMV market only plates that support state programs. She stated that 
almost all her board members have purchased an environmental plate. 

8. Leo Blackwell, Fraternal Order of Police, and Tony Murray, Professional Firefighters of 
Indiana 

Leo Blackwell, Fraternal Order of Police (FOP), and Tony Murray, district vice president of 
the Professional Firefighters of Indiana, believe that the relationship between the state and 
the not-for-profits is the same as the reliance on other public/private partnerships in the 
Indiana Code. Responding to Senator Wyss, Mr. Blackwell stated that only FOP members 
can buy its plate. Mr. Blackwell believes that the state and local governments rely on the 
public/private partnerships provided by not-for-profit organizations. Mr. Blackwell said that 
it appears that there are funds available for the oversight responsibility, but if need be, the 
administrative fee charged could be increased. 

9. Ron Coleman, Indiana Patriot Guard Riders 

Ron Coleman, state captain of the Indiana Patriot Guard Riders, does not believe that it is 
the state's responsibility to provide fundraising for not-for-profit groups, but the process is 
highly scrutinized and is a mutually beneficial relationship. He believes marketing of the 
plates is more difficult for the smaller organizations. The state should provide oversight 
and the fees could be increased if needed. Both Senator Wyss and Chairperson Soliday 
praised the Indiana Patriot Guard. 

10. Gina Lefron, Habitat for Humanity of Indiana 

Gina Lefron, state director for Habitat for Humanity of Indiana, believes that the funds 
raised due to public/private partnerships increase awareness. She thinks that there can be 
more teeth in the oversight from bmv and that it is reasonable for the not-for-profits to be 
audited. She hopes that the fees raised are sufficient for BMV oversight. 

11. Closing Discussion 

Senator Rogers found the testimony to be helpful and would like to see what the BMV 
requires in an application. Senator Wyss thinks the BI\I1V should have standards and not 
deviate from them and thinks the sales threshold should be adhered to in order to continue 
the sale of a plate. Senator Arnold echoed Senator Wyss' remarks. Representative 
Wolkins stated that he has mixed feelings about the special group recognition license plate 
program; he feels that perhaps the organization should have to state at the time of 
application where the money raised is to go. He thinks that the program is very broad and 
perhaps should be narrowed down. Chairperson Soliday stated that there were no 
contractual agreements for special group recognition plates that were issued in the past 
and that a fair system is needed that will stand up to scrutiny. 

Elizabeth Murphy of the BMV stated that the BMV is planning to clean up the process and 
will have all special groups under contract soon. Groups that do have contracts are subject 
to audit by the State Board of Accounts. She informed the Committee that of the $15 fee 
that the BMV collects, $5 is distributed to the Motor Vehicle Highway Account, $1 goes to 
the Crossroads 2000 Fund, and $9 is directed to the BMV for administrative expenses. Ms. 
Murphy gave the Committee copies of the BMV's special group recognition license plate 
application (Exhibit E) and its Application Guide (Exhibit F). 
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Chairperson Soliday announced that this would be the only meeting of the Committee and 
that no potential legislation would be forthcoming from the Committee itself. The meeting 
was adjourned at 2:50 p.rn. 
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National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 

•	 Non-profit, bi-partisan organization of state legislatures. 
•	 Members are all 50 state legislatures, 7,400 legislators 

and 30,000 legislative staff in 50 states, D.C. and U.S. 
territories. 

•	 Offices in Denver and D.C. 
•	 Among our goals - To provide legislatures with 

information and research about policy issues, both state 
and federal. 

•	 NCSL tracks state policy developments in all public
 
policy areas..
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Specialty License Plates 

All states have some specialty 
plates. Ranging 'from 800 in MD to 
NE which issues only - 15. 

About 30 states 

provide that the DMV, 
DOT, or other 
administrative office to 

issue specialty plates. 
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Specialty License Plates 

•	 Hundreds of specialty license plate bills are considered across the 
nation every year. 

•	 20 states enacted 48 bills related to specialty license plates in 2011. 

•	 Spike in variety of specialty plates within the last 15 years. 

i '\ ~; ~ 
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Controversy 
•	 29 states have passed legislation for "Choose Life" license 

plates. 

- Iowa passed legislation in 2012-went on sale in April 

- ACLU sues in North Carolina
 

- Divided Circuits
 

• Illinois 7th circuit holding 

• Arizona 9th Circuit 
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Controversy
 
•	 Sons of Confederate Veterans 2011 

- Mississippi- Gen. Forrest fiJii] 
-	 Texas- DMV board rejects application. 

•	 "In God We Trust" 

- At least 13 states issue lhese plates D!!'I 
•	 NY Giants 2012: Super bowl winners or 9/11 heroes? 

-	 When bill introduced in NY, some argued 9/11 first
 
responders were more deserving of the plate.
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Co,ntroversy 
•	 GLST License Plates 

- 2009 Equality Maryland 

- 2012 South Carolina: DMV began issuing plates 

- 2012 California AS 1539: In Transportation Committee 

- 2012 Indiana 
J:.~ 'c: ¥ ~~' ~, ~ _ 4 ~• 
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Revenue 
•	 Florida 

- $33,475,198.00 total revenue in FY2006-2007 

•	 Montana 

- Montana DMV sales collegiate plates raised over $179,000 for student 
scholarships and sales of specialty license plate sales for organizations 
raised nearly $848,000. 

•	 Minnesota 

- FY2010: 5 donation plates yielded a total of $5.04 million in 
contributions. The majority (at $3.99 million) comes from the critical 
habitat plate. 
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Restricting Specialty Plates 

•	 Utah passed a bill in 2011 restricting the issuance of specialty license plates 

- Requires 500 applications with application fees received before the design of the plate is 
considered. 

-	 If the demand for the plates drops below 500 a year for 3 years, the plates will not be 
issued. 

•	 Idaho passed S8 1243 with similar restrictions. 

•	 Arizona proposed bill in 2012 HB 2313--which would stop production of most existing specialty 

plates. It would allow those who now have such a plate to renew it but direct their fees to a 

separate fund instead of a charity, and it would prevent the issue of any new specialty plates as 

of January 1, 2013. 

•	 California Govemor orders audit of specialty plates: Discovered some money from 9/11 "We 

Will Never Forget" plates was used to balance budget. 
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Positives and Negatives of Specialty Plates 

•	 Positives 

•	 Revenue possibilities 

•	 Popular with public 

•	 Negatives 

•	 Controversy and litigation 

•	 Revenue loss for states 
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Contact Information/Questions 

Anne Teigen, J.D. 

Transportation and Criminal Justice 

National Conference of State 
Legislatures 

Anne.teigen@ncsl.org 

303-856-1652 
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Due to the controversy over specialty license plates, I thought I should share with the committee some 

background on the first specialty plate, since I proposed and sponsored the legislation that authorized the 

environmental license plate. Because this plate turned out to be a great deal more successful than LSA 
projections many others have followed in its footsteps. Many however have not been based on the solid 

criteria of this original plate. Two important factors were that the money from this plate would support 

activity of the state that was appropriate, but new, and that this state money would generate matching 
funds and collaboration on desired goals of the state. 

Without sensible and stated requirements in the code the practice has become a political football. 

Legislators should not be made to feel they are neglecting their duty if they do not obtain a specialty plate 
for any and every not-for-profit that has a presence in their district. Nor should DMV be responsible for 

deciding which organizations receive plates and which do not without appropriate parameters. As a result 
of the unstructured proliferation of these plates I believe the legislature should place into the code new 

criteria for granting of specialty plate status. I would propose the following: 

Funds can only be raised for activities that are within the appropriate scope of state government's 

duty. I did not then nor do I now believe that the state has an obligation to serve as a fund-raising 

arm for not-for-profit organizations, no matter how wonderful their goals. Specialty plates should 

be reserved for organizations who undertake missions that support the core services of the state. 

Funds raises with specialty plates should not be used to replace money already supporting state 
government programs. General taxpayers should not be relieved of their duty to support the vital 

and legitimate programs of the state by purchasers of specialty plates. Specialty plate money 
should only be used to expand service beyond the state's basic responsibility, but within the 
state's objectives. 

Organizations which raise moneys through specialty plates should only be able to do so to the 

extent that they match those funds will private dollars and other private collaboration and 
resources. 

A mechanism should exist for the state to examine the use of the funds and to have a say in 

setting the priorities for their use. Money from the environmental license plates was invested by 
the State Treasurer. The State Treasurer and other appointed representatives of the state were 

involved in determining how the money was spent. 

In closing my remarks let me say I am extremely proud of what the environment license plate has 

accomplished. An important and hugely successful program of the state, Heritage Trust, would not have 

been possible without the sale of these plates. I believe returning the specialty plate program to the 
principles ofthe original legislation will enable greater collaboration between the state and the private 

sector in advancing core services of the state. 

Joyce Brinkman
 
Indiana House ofRepresentatives (1985-1994)
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Special Group 1University 

4-H Foundation 
Abe Lincoln 
American Diabetes 
American Legion 
Anderson University 
Arts Trust 
Autism 
Ball State University 
Bethel College 
Black Expo 
Blood Center 
Boy Scouts 
Breast Cancer 
Butler University 
Chiefs of Police Association 
Children's Trust 
Choose Life 
Colts Trust 
DARE Indiana 
Depauw University 
Donate Life 
Ducks Unlimited 
Earlham College 
Education Trust 
FFA Trust 
Franklin College 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Freemasons 
Grace College & Seminary 
Greenways Foundation 
Habitat for Humanity 
Hanover College 

2011
2011 Calendar 2012 Calendar YearI2012 RegistrationRegistration Variance

Year (Thru 9/3/12) Year (Thur9/3/12). . . .Year 

1,827 1,1821,807 20 
6,311 -16,312 3,376 

325 398320 5 
1,343 1,347 4 .1,004 

-1 637834 833 
8,619 -18,620 5,860 

1,9521,942 10 2;002 
5,5935,555 38 4,792 

196214 216 2 
3,4623,444 18 2,4PO 

397 404 7 374 

1,842 1,856 1,34014 
18,761 14,4817518,686 
5,490 4,4605,481 9 
N/AN/A N/A 71. 

25,814 25,859 45 16,722 

3,2543,235 19 2,(309 
48,34748,084 263 29,175 

4,5484,519 29 2;901 

1,514 1,516 2 1;189 

1,019 1,023 1,128.4 
N/A N/A N/A 421 

157 2 119155 
6;81810,918 10,970 52 
·7711,0911,070 21 

459 6 .426453 
7,0717,040 31 5,205 
7,3077,254 53 .......• 5,426·
 

·.141157 159 2 
730 4726 

-4620 616 
;'/545648 655 7 

£ /-h.-bd- C 0~ 6; ~O(;), 
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Special Group 1University 

Health Trust 
Heritage Trust 
Huntington College 
IMS Hall of Fame 
INCASA 
Indiana Bicycle Coalition 
Indiana Institute of 
Indiana Motor Truck 

Indiana Patriot Guard Riders 
Indiana Soccer Association 
Indiana State University 
Indiana University 
Indiana University Health 
Indiana Wesleyan 
Indiana Youth Group 
Indiana Youth Institute 
Indianapolis Zoological 
IUPU Fort Wayne 
IUPUI 
Ivy Tech 
Juvenile Diabetes 
Lewis & Clark 
Lions Foundation 
Manchester College 
Marian University 
Marine Foundation 
National Rifle Association 
Native American Trust 
Notre Dame University 
Nurse's Trust 
Operating Engineer 
Peyton Manning/St. Vincent 
POW·MIA 

2011 Calendar 
Year 

1,662 
48,192 

437 
2,813 

419 

1,695 
312 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,868 

48,281 

N/A 
1,193 
N/A 
175 
N/A 
362 

1,124 

732 
1,304 

587 

688 
904 

535 
N/A 
663 

2,306 

9,979 

8,509 
444 

1,087 
2,040 

2011 
Registration 

Year 

1,664 

48,355 
437 

2,815 

425 
1,706 
312 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

2,897 

48,474 
N/A 

1~4 

N/A 
175 
N/A 
368 

1,128 

752 
1,314 

588 
692 

905 
543 

N/A 
668 

2,307 
10,025 

8,545 
446 

1,097 
2,079 

Variance 

2 
163 

o 
2 
6 

11 

o 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
29 

193 
N/A 

1 
N/A 
o 

N/A 
6 
4 

20 
10 

1 
4 
1 
8 

N/A 
5 

1 
46 

36 

2 
10 
39 

. . . ' ··>·; •.·•. c .•. :,>';~~, . 
2012 Calendar YearI2012 R,~gis~~a~!p" fM~riance 

(Thru 9/3112) Yelir (rhurW3(1'~l;~1ki: .:.
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Special Group 1University 

Professional Firefighters 
Purdue University 
Riley Hospital 
Rose Hulman 
Rotary Club 
Saint Mary of the Woods 
Secure Indiana 
Sheriffs Association 
Shrine Association 
Spay-Neuter (Pet Friendly) 
Special Olympics 
St. Mary's College 
State Police Memorial 
Support Our Troops 
Taylor University 
Teamsters 
Tony Stewart Foundation 
Trine University 
University of Evansville 
University of Indianapolis 
University of Saint Francis ttm. 
University of Southern Indiana 1~:'1<, 

Valparaiso University i~jit:-, 

Vincennes University 
Volunteer Firefighter 
Wabash College 
Wild Turkey 

.. 

2011 Calendar 
2011 

Year 
Registration I Variance 

Year 

11,011 11,089 78 
43,035 43,217 182 
15,701 15,750 49 
2,487 2,511 24 
236 239 3 
579 585 6 

8,855 8,899 44 
2,556 2,575 19 
1,308 1,323 15 
5,657 5,680 23 
1,001 1,001 0 
204 207 3 

5,938 5,998 60 
25,981 26,102 121 

490 501 11 
150 153 3 
N/A N/A N/A 
186 182 -4 

1,326 1,326 0 
1,707 1,719 12 
376 376 0 
848 850 2 
967 971 4 
591 590 -1 

3,487 3,509 22 
1,541 1,551 10 
1,046 1,047 1 

.:).A~f}~!;'?;~~;;:·,· _j' .;,'/.:: ~.,:;~~~' \~::~~~:/(>~;::::;,::·.f~~ : :~,:.~L·:·:': ; ·,.2;~::'/~(',;:~j 

446,598 I 448,620 I 2,022 

·····:ih{· 
2012 Calendar Year1201'2. Rijg.h~ttatic).'i1':'·.'.'I:ii'l.;.·::··i·'····"'·": .. ' ",' .. '. " .. ' .... ,., ", ;"war ance 

(Thru 9/3/12) YearJThur~/~/121 '!\i< . .. 
. , '. . . _. '"., , ',;~:;" :::r;\.'" '~~ j:~%1~~:?>'~' 

8,490 
32,357 
11,767 
1,912 
224 
455 

5,968 
3,476 
926. 

7,691 
724. ' 
153, 

'.. 4,349 
16,879 
'388 ' 

17~ 

938 
"171 . 

1.062 .' 

1,309 
294 
644 
781 
468. 

2,417 " 
J;253 
1,438 

"'}333;3IJ2 .:/:'.' 
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MEDIA ADVISORY STAY 
CONNECTED: 

Ind. OFBCI, Nonprofit Resource Network to host second
 
nonprofit funding symposium
 

Over ten state agencies will meet with nonprofit leaders to explore grant r, SHARE 
opportunities and best practices 

EVANSVILLE - On the heels of success at the fIrst ever Government Grants Symposium in South Bend, over 
100 nonprofits and faith-based organizations will have the opportunity to meet with Indiana state agencies and 
fellow nonprofit professionals in Southern Indiana to talk about resources and community improvement. 

This Government Grants Symposium is made possible through a collaboration between the Indiana Nonprofit 
Resource Network (INRN) and the Indiana Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (OFBCI). The 
INRN and the OFBCI are joining forces to host a day of workshops, presentations, and opportunities to explore 
how state agencies and nonprofits may build relationships to meet community needs. The day will bring 
together leaders in the nonprofit sector, grant professionals, and state employees. 

"In challenging economic times it is critical that nonprofit and faith organizations continue to lead and share 
their commitment to help Hoosiers in need," said Jim Huston, executive Director of the OFBCI. "OFBCI is 
proud to partner with INRN to share government opportunities for engagement at our regional symposiums." 

As an interpersonal extension of the OFBCl's first in the nation, virtual resource - the One Stop Shop web 
portal- the Government Grant Symposium will include an array of agencies that are part of the web-based 
utility. The Northern Symposium included representatives from 10 state agencies who were on hand to talk 
about grants and to present related information. The Evansville symposium will match that number and look to 
add even more. 

i'~~Ylna non~rofits tod~y are exploring ev.ery pos~ible funding source to s~stain their organizations and their. . 
'iKij~'sitms," SaId June MIller, Southern RegIOnal DIrector ofINRN. "INRN IS fortunate to be able to partner with 
:OFBCI to bring current, first-hand information concerning potential government funding sources to southern 
'Indiana. The information and tools shared on August 22nd in Evansville will answer many of the questions we 
~ar from our area nonprofits and give them the opportunity to expand their funding pools." 

:;;.:' 

The Evansville symposium will be held Aug. 22, 2012 at the Southern Indiana Career and Technical Center in 
Evansville. Though it is the last symposium of this series to be held in 2012, it is the goal of the OFBCI and 
INRN to use both events as a springboard for future collaborations and opportunities to provide information to 
nonprofits. 

To register for the Evansville symposium, visit http://govgrantssouth2012.eventbrite.com. For more 
information, visit http://www.in.gov/otbci/2659.htm or contact Derek Trovillion at dtrovillion(a),otbci.in.gov or 
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State Use Prograrn 
t-:,' n,; ,'(I\.~ (',' rn:..;,n.~ i"r i.' l~j ':,<': I i-,: ,; '/\:'1,'.1) .',: (If 

__---'Ihf'~ErngraruL------------.-----------.----.----.----- . _ 
For over 30 years government purchasers have obtained high quality products and 
services at competitive prices through the State Use Program. Best of all- these purchases 
support meaningful employment for thousands of Hoosiers with disabilities in local 
communities throughout the state. 

The program is a partnership between the State of Indiana and nonprofit organizations employing Hoosiers with disabilities. 
This partnership works when products and services produced at participating nonprofits are purchased by state and local 
government agencies. 

Given our extensive history working with government agencies and the range of our experience, you can be assured that 
working with the State Use Program provides competitive pricing, high quality products and services, and the opportunity to 

improve lives for Hoosiers with disabilities. -. __'i." __ 
•.,"!l~- --.-----.--- .-------.----- .-.-----.. ------ --------------.---- ..-.-- .-----.----.--------.--.--.-- .11_OlJ.'\il H._Ji~Lf(}_r.li!L --------- -­

" You may already use a number of our products or services_ The cleaning supplies and janitorial services 
utilized in your office, the shredding of your confidential documents, the binders used for presentations or 
the safety apparel and supplies used by your field staff may be provided by an Indiana nonprofit 
organization through the State Use Program. 

The State Use Program was created by state law as a preferential purchasing program - which means 
government agencies can purchase through the Program without competitive bidding - saving time and'<:.,

resources. State agencies are required by law to purchase these products, but any organization - whether 
a government agency or not - can take advantage of the program. .,'. 

___________. . :rllf.J~JssioA .__________... .__ _ 
To enhance employment and training opportunities for Indiana's citizens with disabilities. This effort provides an 
opportunity for individuals to achieve greater self-worth and esteem, improved economic independence and social 
inclusion, while the state realizes a savings through its investment in its citizenry. 

.. _.~Ihe __ Ben.t~fit§; . . . .. . . __. ._. __ . .. .______ . . ._. -_- _ 
You get quality products and services at a fair market price. We also guarantee quality and on time delivery, and we handle 
the ordering and questions along the way. 

The program benefits your community by alleviating the public assistance burden the state faces. As a 
result of the State Use Program, participants' earned income rises, displacing government 
assistance and reducing the need for state and federal programs. 

_______________._.Jll:.derillg-lnfo:rro a ti 0 D _ 

Visit our catalog at www.smartpartnersalliance.org for a complete listing of products and 
services. State customers are able to order all products through the eProcurement program. 
Otherwise, an order form can be downloaded from our website and submitted to the INARF 
office via e-mail or fax. 

www.smartpartnersalliance.org·ph:317_634.4957 • fx:317.634_3221 
615 N Alabama St., Ste 410, Indianapolis, IN 46204 



SPECIAL GROUP RECOGNITION LICENSE PLATE APPLICATION 
State Form 54852 (11-11)
 
INDIANA BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES
 

BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
100 North Senate Avenue, N430 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Please review the Special Group Recognition License Plate Application Guide in its entirety before completing form. 
2. Complete in blue or black ink or print form. 
3.	 Mail or hand deliver one (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy saved to disc to 100 North Senate Avenue, Room N430, 

Indianapolis, IN 46204. 
4. Applications must be received by the deadline, as outlined in the Special Group Recognition Application Guide. 

Name of Organization 

Address (number and street) 

Organization Contact Person 

A. Purpose of the organization: 

B. Philosophy or mission statement of the organization: 

C. Length of time the organization has been in existence: 



D. 

E. 

F. 

A statement describing who would be eligible for the special group recognition license plate: 

Organization's unique significance to the United States, Indiana, or the organization's community: 

Organization's statewide impact: 

A. Statement of your organization's objective in obtaining a special group recognition license plate: 



B.	 Statement of the intended organizational use of the funds, if any, raised through the sale of the special group 
recognition license plate. The applicant must demonstrate that the funds collected by the trust will remain in Indiana 
and will not be used for general administrative expenses: . 

C.	 I swear or affirm, as an authorized officer of the organization, that to the best of my knowledge, the organization does 
not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or disability in contravention of any 
federal, state or local law, regulation, decree, or order in the selection of its members, its civic activities, or its services 
provided to the community it serves: 

Signature Printed Name & Title Date Signed (mm/dd/yyyy) 

D.	 I swear or affirm, as an authorized officer of the organization, that the information contained in all of the application 
materials is accurate and complete. In addition, the organization agrees that the BMV has the right at any time to 
require proof from the organization that it is abiding by the requirements once the application is approved: 

Signature Printed Name & Title Date Signed (mm/dd/yyyy) 

1.	 A certified copy of the organization's charter or articles of incorporation. 

2.	 A Determination Letter from the Internal Revenue Service (Letter 947 or equivalent) as evidence of the organization's 
qualification for exemption from taxation under Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

3.	 A color draWing of the preliminary plate design. The plate design must conform to the specifications listed in the 
Special Group Recognition & Civic Event License Plate Design Parameters document. 

4.	 A completed Special Group Recognition License Plate Program Application for Participation Form with the names and 
addresses of all persons who have pledged to purchase a Special Group Recognition license plate designed to 
recognize the group, if it becomes available. 
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST
 
An organization wishing to participate in the special group recognition license plate program 
must complete an application from the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV). Completed 
application packets may be hand delivered or mailed, but must be received by 3 p.m. on March 
30th 

. One (I) hard copy and one (I) electronic copy saved to disc must be mailed or hand 
delivered to the BMV at 100 North Senate Avenue, Room N430, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 

Applications must contain the following: 

I. Completed Special Group Recognition License Plate Application Form. 

2. Completed Special Group Recognition License Plate Application Pledge to Purchase Form 
with at least 500 pledge signatures of those eligible to purchase a license plate. 

3. A certified copy of the organization's charter or articles of incorporation. 

4. A Determination Letter from the Internal Revenue Service (Letter 947 or equivalent) as 
evidence of the organization's qualification for exemption from taxation under Section 50 I of 
the Internal Revenue Code. 

5. A color drawing of the preliminary plate design. The plate design must conform to the 
specifications listed in Special Group Recognition & Civic Event License Plate Design 
Parameters document. 
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
The following requirements must be met in order to be an eligible organization: 

1) The group shall be based, headquartered or have a chapter in Indiana; 

2) The group has made broad and significant civic, community, and charitable contributions 
across and exclusively in Indiana, or are descendants of native or pioneer residents of 
Indiana under Ie § 9~ 13-2-170; 

3) The group shall not discriminate in its membership practices, activities, or provision of 
services to its community; 

4) The group shall not be for recreational purposes; 

5) The group shall be not-for-profit; and 

6) The group shall be an independent organization and separate from any other organization 
currently participating in the Special Group Recognition license plate program. 

The Special Group Recognition License Plate Application Form must be completed with 
the following information: 

1)	 A description of the organization, including the following information: 

a.	 The purpose of the organization. 

b.	 The philosophy or mission statement of the organization. 

c.	 The length of time the organization has been in existence. 

d.	 A statement describing who would be eligible for the special group recognition 
license plate. 

e.	 The organization's unique significance to the United States, Indiana, or the 
organization's community. 

f.	 The organization's statewide impact. 

2)	 A statement of the group's objective in obtaining a special group recognition license 
plate. 

3)	 A sworn statement from an authorized officer ofthe organization that affirms that, to the 
best knowledge of such officer, the organization does not discriminate in its membership 
practices, activities, or provision of services to its community in contravention of federal, 
state or local law, regulation, decree, or order. The prohibition ofdiscrimination as 
described in the previous sentence extends to every organization applying for admission 
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into the Special Group Recognition License Plate Program whether or not the 
organization's mission or membership requirements contains exclusionary language. 

4)	 A statement of the intended organizational uses of the funds, ifany, raised through the 
sale of the special group recognition license plate. The applicant must demonstrate that 
the funds collected by the trust will remain in and be distributed within Indiana and will 
not be used for general administrative expenses. 

5)	 A certified copy of the organization's charter or articles of incorporation. 

6)	 A color drawing of the preliminary plate design. The plate design must conform to the 
specifications listed in Special Group Recognition & Civic Event License Plate Design 
Parameters document. 

7)	 The organization must provide a Determination Letter from the Internal Revenue Service 
(Letter 947 or equivalent) as evidence of not-for-profit status as to the organization's 
qualification for exemption from taxation under Section 501 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

8)	 A completed Special Group Recognition License Plate Program Application for 
Participation Form with the names and addresses of all persons who have pledged to 
purchase a Special Group Recognition license plate designed to recognize the group, if 
the application is approved. 

a. Pursuant to IC § 9-18-25-2 each application subm itted must contain the printed 
name, address, and signature of at least five hundred (500) individuals who pledge 
to purchase the special group recognition license plate if a" special group 
recognition license plate is issued for the group under this chapter. 

b. The bureau may deny an application ifthe group's submitted list of five hundred 
(500) individuals, who purportedly submitted applications to the organization for 
its proposed special group recognition license plate, contains one (1) or more 
names of duplicate and/or falsified individuals. 

9)	 Any other application or appl ications for the issuance of a special group recognition 
license plate and any other documentation or other information that the bureau deems 
necessary to determine whether the organization qualifies for special group recognition 
status. Additional documentation may be requested by the BMV after the application is 
submitted. " 

10) A sworn statement from an authorized officer of the organization that attests that the 
information contained in the application is accurate and complete. In addition, once the 
application is approved, the organization agrees that the BMV has the right to require 
proof from the organization at any time that it is abiding by the requirements. 
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11) The commissioner may waive one (1) or more of the requirements contained in this rule 
if, in his or her determination, the organization qualifies for special group status under Ie 
§ 9-13-2-170 but, due to the organization's unique nature, it cannot satisfy all ofthe 
requirements. The organization shall have the burden of providing written proof that it is 
entitled to a waiver. 

Please note, the BMV has discretion to limit the number of new special group recognition 
plate types to regulate the proliferation of special group recognition plate types based on 
any of the following factors: 

1)	 Ease of license plate identification of vehicles by law enforcement officers and other 
persons. 

. 2) Maintaining the distinction of existing special group recognition plates. 

3)	 Maintaining the efficient distribution of license plates. 

4)	 Any other reasonable factors as determined by the commissioner or his or her designee. 
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APPROVED APPLICATIONS
 

The BMV will notify the organization no later than June 1 of the calendar year in which 
the application is filed regarding whether the application has been approved or not 
approved. 

If the application is approved, the following is required: 

I.	 The organization must pay for all of the plate's design, display, and production costs. 

2.	 The organization may request a redesign of their plate only during the calendar year prior 
to the beginning of a new plate cycle. 

3.	 Prior to August I of the calendar year immediately preceding the calendar year of the 
special group recognition license plate, the organization must submit camera-ready 
artwork to the BMV to be used for plate production. 

4.	 A group coordinator must be designated by your organization to oversee all aspects of the 
program and serve as a liaison with the BMV. Their responsibilities include, but are not 
limited to, ensuring that all deadlines are met and established procedures are followed. 

5.	 Marketing of the special group recognition license plate is the full responsibility of the 
organization. 

a.	 Copies of all promotional material must be reviewed by the BMV for content and 
adherence to guidelines before they are distributed. The BMV will assume no 
responsibility for solving problems that occur as a result of the distribution of 
unapproved materials. No material shall be displayed in license branches without 
approval by the BMV. 

6.	 The BMV reserves the right to determine the method of distribution for all special woup 
recognition license plates. 
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LOSS OF STATUS
 

The BMV may tenninate an organization's qualifications for the special group recognition 
license plate program if the group fails to comply with the program's requirements. 

Pursuant to Indiana Code §9-18-25-15 the BMV shall tenninate an organization's qualification 
for the special group license plate program and no further special group recognition license 
plates may be issued for an organization if less than two thousand (2,000) of the organization's 
special group license plates are sold or renewed in the first four (4) years of the five (5) year 
period beginning January 1 of the year in which the organization's special group license plate is 
first i.ssued. The BMV shall reevaluate the organization's qualification for the special group 
license plate program every five (5) years thereafter, and may terminate the organization's 
qualification for the special group license plate program if less than two thousand (2,000) of the 
organizations special group license plates are sold or renewed in the first four (4) years of a 
subsequent five (5) year period. 

If an organization fails to meet the stated requirements, qualification to participate in the special 
recognition license plate program may be terminated and no further license plates shall be issued. 
The failure of an organization to meet the requirements of this rule may be considered when 
reviewing any subsequent applications for participation in the special recognition license plate 
program. 

An organization participating in the special group recognition plate program shall indicate its 
intent to remain in the program for a subsequent plate cycle, in writing, to the BMV prior to 
April 1 of the calendar year immediately preceding the beginning of the next plate cycle. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION
 

For questions or further-assistance please contact: 

Special Plates Administrator 
Telephone - (317) 232-2903
 

Fax - (317) 233-4234
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