
MINUTES OF THE 1999 NCSL
ANNUAL MEETING HOST COMMITTEE

Wednesday, September 16, 1998
10:00 A.M., Board Room
The Children’s Museum
3000 N. Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana

Members Present: Representative Susan Crosby and Senator Joseph Harrison, Co-Chairpersons;
Representatives Ralph Ayres and Sheila Klinker; Senators Glenn Howard and Patricia Miller;
Lay Members John Holmes and Lisa Hays Murray.

Members Absent: Representative Kathy Richardson; Senator Richard Young; Lay Members Gary
Biviano and Ed Simcox.

Staff Present: Christi Megna and Mary Cummins, Legislative Services Agency; Maribeth Smith,
Ellen Rabinowitch and Dawn Surrault, Maribeth Smith & Associates, Inc.

Senator Joseph Harrison, Committee Co-Chair, called the meeting to order and called on
Maribeth Smith to begin the meeting with an update of plans for the two evening events.  Mrs.
Smith briefed the committee on the status of ongoing plans with the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and what sort of theme that evening might have.  She then called on Peter Sterling,
Museum Director, who issued an invitation to the Committee to hold the other evening event at
the Museum.  The Museum is the largest Children’s Museum in the world and Mr. Sterling
described what an event there might look like.  The number of attendees expected for the NCSL
Annual Meeting would be very easily accommodated at this facility, it would not require any
decoration and is a very short distance from downtown for transportation.  The other venue
considered for the last evening is the RCA Dome.  Although the downtown location is closer,
there will be more cost involved to convert the facility to a theme environment for the event. 
After some discussion, it was moved, seconded and adopted unanimously to hold the event at the
Children’s Museum.  It was then moved, seconded and adopted unanimously to hold the opening
event at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

Kevin Brinegar, Treasurer of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), reported on
fundraising efforts.  Level 1 of the effort is to cover expenses for the rest of 1998, including the
promotion at the annual meeting that was in Las Vegas.  That effort has not been fruitful enough
at this time, but is still being worked on.  Level 2 of the effort is to cover calendar 1999 and is on
schedule.  There is not enough balance on hand to complete payment for Las Vegas expenses and
it was moved, seconded and adopted unanimously to pay whatever expenses we can from the
state appropriation.

A report from the Official Program Subcommittee of the LOC included a concept for a



session on privatization.  Another subject topic suggested was Indianapolis’ success in attracting
national conventions and events.  These ideas may be sent to the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) for their consideration for the program at our meeting.

Representative Crosby gave an initial review of the Las Vegas promotion and indicated
that it was very successful with participation and enthusiasm from the entire Indiana delegation. 
Ellen Rabinowitch echoed Representative Crosby’s positive report.

Maribeth Smith said there are two new members of the LOC.  They are Linda Lugar,
Volunteer Committee, and Pete Miller of Crowe Chizek, Transportation Committee.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M.


