Report to the Legislative Council
Foster Care Educational Assistance Program (HEA 1681)

Per HEA 1681, the Indiana State Student Assistance Commission, the Department of Child
Services, the Department of Education, and the Commission of Higher Education jointly studied
the need for a foster care educational assistance program to supplement federal and state
educational grants and assistance programs for those who received foster care. Relevant
information was gathered from Guardian Scholars and the Educational Success Program,
postsecondary support programs who serve students who were in foster care. Additionally, in
the process of completing this study, three colleges/universities were chosen for review.

Tuition costs, room and board fees and total Cost of Attendance were considered for Ball State
University, IUPUI, and Ivy Tech Community College (Itemized). Cost of Attendance consists of
the following: tuition and fees, books and supplies, transportation, room and board and personal
expenses. Any student is eligible to receive financial aid up to the university or college Cost of
Attendance. Most financial aid packages for students from foster care would cover tuition and
fees as well as room and board (including a meal plan) and textbooks. The financial aid package
for students from foster care may not reach “Cost of Attendance” and students may choose to
work part time or would be eligible for student loans to cover personal expenses if those
expenses were more than the aid that they received. Students are able to obtain financial aid by
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Background:

e Students from foster care are considered to have Independent Student status, meaning
their parents’ income is not considered when calculating federal and state financial aid.
Therefore, most receive a full Pell Grant in addition to state aid.

e Per HEA 1681, all foster youth are eligible for Twenty-first Century Scholars provided
they sign up prior to high school graduation. This program covers all remaining tuition
costs not covered by other state and federal aid if the student is attending a public
institution.

e Inaddition, students from foster care are eligible for up to $5,000 in aid from the federal
Education and Training VVoucher program.

It was determined that if a student receives the Twenty-first Century Scholars scholarship, a Pell
Grant, other state aid, and funding from the Educational Training Voucher (ETV) program there
usually is not an unmet financial need. It was determined that an additional source of financial
assistance is not needed at this time.



2008-2009 Academic Year Costs

IUPUI

Total Cost of Attendance: $21,517

Academic Year Tuition and Fees: $6,181
Academic Year Room and Board: $7,944
Textbooks $672
Total Tuition/Room and Board/Textbooks: $14,797

IVY Tech Community College
Total Cost of Attendance: $17,971

Academic Year Tuition and Fees: $2,930
Academic Year Room and Board: $9,084
Textbooks $1,060
Total Tuition/Room and Board/Textbooks: $13,074

Ball State University
Total Cost of Attendance: $18,700

Academic Year Tuition and Fees: $7,500
Academic Year Room and Board: $7,718
Textbooks $930
Total Tuition/Room and Board/Textbooks: $16,148

A typical financial aid package for a student who was formerly in foster care might include:

Pell Grant $5,350
FSEOG $600
Frank O’Bannon Grant: $3,784
Twenty First Century Scholars $4,046
Education and Training VVoucher program: $2,500
Total: $16,280

This assumes no specialized scholarships or additional state funds based on merit (e.g.,
Academic Competitiveness Grant). Based on this information, there is not a great enough need
for a Foster Care Educational Assistance Program. One area that could be improved is better
education to DCS staff on the enrollment process for the Twenty-first Century Scholars program
as well as assisting youth in foster care with completing the FAFSA. The Department of Child
Services and State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana are developing protocols to ensure
all youth in foster care are signed up to participate in this program.

Recommendation: A Foster Care Educational Assistance Program is not needed.

Based upon the information above, a Foster Care Educational Assistance Program of this type is
not needed. For a typical student coming out of foster care, there is ample funding provided
through state and federal aid.




