IC 36-4-1.5
Chapter 1.5. Changing a Town Into a City

IC 36-4-1.5-1
Change of status; town to city

Sec 1. (a) A town may be clargedinto a cty only asprovidedin
this chepter.

(b) A town with apopuation d lessthantwo thousad (2,000)
may nd be changed into acity.
Asaddel by P.L.111-205,SEC.2.

IC 36-4-1.5-2
Change of status; procedure
Sec. 2. A town may bechanged into a city through the following:
(1) The town legslative baly must adpt a resoldion
submittingto the tovn'svoters the question of wheherthe bwn
should be chargedinto a cty. The tavn legislative body shdl
adop a resolutiondegribedin this subdvision if at least the
nunber d regstered wters ¢ the town equal to tenperent
(10%) ofthetotal votes @st inthe tavn at thelast electio for
secretary of state sign apeitionrequestingthetown legislative
bodyto adop such aresolution In determning thenumber d
signaturesrequiredunder ths suldivision, any fraction that
exceed awhde number shall bedisregrded.
(2) A relution adopted under subdivision (1) mug fix thedae
for anelectionon thequestion of whetherthe tavn should be
changed into acity. If theelectionis tobe aspeial electian, the
date nust te:
(A) not less tha thirty (30); and
(B) nat more than sixty (60);

days afterthe rotice of the dection.If the electionis tobe m
the same da asa gereral ection, the resdution mug date
that fa¢ andbecertified inaccadancewith 1C 3-109-3.
(3) The tavn legslative baly shdl file a copyof the reslution
adoped wndersubdvision (1) with the circuit caurt clerk of
eachcounty inwhichthetownis locaed. Thecircuit court clerk
shall immediatelycertify theresolutionto the cainty election
board
(4) The ountyelectionboard slhall give ndice ofthe eletion
in the mamer prescribed by 1C 3-8-2-19. IC 3-10-6 applies to
the eletion.
(5) The gqiestiondexribedin subdivision (1) shallbeplacedon
the kallot intheform prescribe by IC 3-109-4. Thetext d the
questio shall be:"Shall the town of chage intoa
city?".
(6) If amajority of the \oters wting onthequestia described
in sibdivision (1) vote"yes",the tavnis changed irto acity as
providedin thischapterlf amajority of the \oters wtingonthe
guestia vote "nd', thetown renmains atown.

Asaddel by P.L.111-2005,SEC.2.



IC 36-4-1.5-3
Adoption of ordinance

Sec 3. (a) A town legislative bady may satisfy the requiremerts
of this secton in an ordnanceadoped eitter bdore a after the
town's voters vote on the queston described in sedion 2 of this
chaper.

(b) If aresolutionis aloptedunder section 2f this chapter.the
town legslative baly shdl adopt an ordnanceproviding for the
transition from governane asa town to governane asa city. The
ordinarce adptedunde this sectionmust irclude the fdlowing
details:

(1) A division of thetown into city legislative bodydistricts as
providedin theapgicable povisionsof IC 364-6.
(2) Provisionsfor the electionof the fdlowing officers:

(A) The cityexecutive.

(B) The membes of the city legislative body.

(C) The cityclerkorcity clerk-treasureasapprriate inder

IC 364-10.
(3) The dte ofthe firstelectionof the city officers. Thefirst
eledion maybe Feld only onthedae ofa gereral eection or a
municipd election Candiddes forelectionto thecity offices
shall ke naninated:

(A) at thecorrespading gimary electionduring ageneral

electionyear @ amunicipd electionyear; or

(B) as dherwise pravidedin IC 3.
(4) Qubject to setton 4 of this chater, the ternof office of
eachcity officer electedat thefirst electionof city officers.
(5) Any othe detailsthe tavn legslative bodycorsidersuseful
in providing for the trandtion of the town into acity.

(c) An ordinancead@tedunde thissectioris effective oy if the
voters of the town approve the conversion of the town into a city
under section 2(6) of this chapter.

(d) Theprovisionsof anordinance adopted under this sedion are
sibjed to all other laws govemingthe structure of city govemmert.

(e) Subjectto this chaper, the town legislative body or the city
legslative baly (afterthe tavnis changed irto acity) mayanmendan
ordinarce asdptedunde thissection.

Asaddel by P.L.111-205,SEC.2.

IC 36-4-1.5-4
Newly elected city officers' term of office
Sec.4. (a) Notwithstanding any othe law, the termof office of
thecity officerselectedatthefirst electionof city officersheldunde
the ordinance adopted under section 3 of this chapter.
(1) begns an Januaryl after thefirst electionof city officers;
and
(2) may nat exterd afterDecanber 3l o the next municipd
electionyear tha occus afterthefirst electionof city officers.
(b) The adinan@ adptedunde section3 of this chaptemay
providefor ashorter term of officefor spedfied members of the city



legslative baly to stagyer terns aspernitted urder IC 3 ard
IC 36-4-6 if a generalelectionwill occurbeforethe rext nunicipd
electionafter thefirst electionof city officers.

(c) Afterthefirst municipal eection after thefirst eection of city
officers,the termof office of eachcity officer is four (4) years.
Asaddel by P.L.111-205,SEC.2.

IC 36-4-1.5-5
Effective date of status change

Sec. 5. A town becomes a dty under this chapter on January 1
after thefirst dection of city officersunder section 4 of this chapter.
Asaddel by P.L.111-205,SEC.2.

IC 36-4-1.5-6
Continuation of town acts, ordinances, contracts, rules, and
regulations

Sec 6. (a) The ads, contracs, and obligations of atown thatis
changed into ecity under this chapter becatheacts contractsand
obligatons of the city.

(b) The ordinarces, rules, and regulations of a town that is
changd irto a city under ths chater catinue in effed as
ordinarces, rules, and regulations of the city urtil amended or
repealed
Asaddel by P.L.111-205,SEC.2.



