IC 31-34-18
Chapter 18. Predispostiond Report

IC 31-34-18-1
Predispositional report; recommendation of care, treatment, or
rehabilitation of child; alternative reports
Sec.1.(a) Woon findingthata chld is a clild in needof serices,
the juvenile court shdl order the depatment or a caseworker to
preparea pralispogtional report that coriains a
(1) statement of the neels of the child for care, treamernt,
rehabilitation or placement; aml
(2) recanmendaton for the care,treatnent, rehabilitation or
placenent d the child.
(b) Any of the fdlowing may pregare analterretive reportfor
condderation by the court:
(1) The dild.
(2) The dild's:
(A) paent;
(B) guardian
(C) guardian ad litem;
(D) courtappanted specialadwocate;or
(E) austodian.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997,SEC17. AmendedyP.L.551997 EC.14
P.L.146-20@8, SEC597.

IC 31-34-18-1.1
Consultation with experts; participantsin conference
Sec.11.(a) The grsonprepariry the report undersectionl of

this chepter.

(1) may; or

(2) if direded by the court, shdl;
conferwith individuals who hawe epertise inprafessiona areas
related to thechild's needs intheareasof appropriatecare, treamert,
rehabilitation or placement fa achild in need d senices.

(b) A confereme held unde this section may inclue

representativesof the following:

(1) Thechild's school.

(2) The probdion departmert.

(3) Thedepartment.

(4) A community mental health center located in the child's

courty of residene.

(5) A community mental reéardationand othe dewelopnental

disabilitiescenterlocatedin thechild's cainty of residene.

(6) Other persans as the court may dired.
As adda by P.L.55-1997, SEC.15. Anmendedby P.L.145-2005,
SEC307.

IC 31-34-18-1.2
Mandatory attendance of child's school representative at
conference



Sec.1.2. Fachild in need okenices isknown to be eligole for
special edu@tion sewicesor placenentunde IC 20-35and511 IAC
7, the caonference desibed in sedion 11 of this chaptermust
include arepresenative from the child's school.

As added by P.L55-1997, SEC16. Amerded by PL.1-200,
SEC204.

IC 31-34-18-1.3
Reports by meeting participants

Sec.13.(a) The indvidualsparticipatingin a meetingde<ribed
in sec¢ion 11 of this chapter shall ssist thepersm preparingthe
report in recanmending the care, treatnent, rehabilitation or
placenent d the child.

(b) Theindividuds shdl inform the person preparing the report
of resaurcesandprogans thatare awailable fa thechild.
Asaddel by P.L.55-197,SEC.17.

IC 31-34-18-2

Predispositional report; participation by parent, guardian, or
custodian; out-of-home placement with blood or adoptiverelative
car etaker

Sec. 2. (a) In addition to providing the court with a
recommendatia for thecare treatnent,or retabilitationof thechild,
the personpreparirg thereport shall consider theepessity nature,
ard extent of the participation by aparent, guardian, or custodian in
a praramof care treatnent,or rehabilitationfor the child.

(b) If the department or caseworker believesthat an out-of-home
placenent would beapprgriate fa achild in need d senices,the
departnent a caseverker shall consider ethetthe ctild shouldbe
placed with thechild'ssuitableandwilling Hood or adbptive relative
caetaker, including a grandparent, an awnt, an uncle, or an adult
sibling, before onsidering other out-of-home pla@ments fo the
child.

As added byPL.1-1997 SEC.17. Amerded by PL.146-208,
SEC5%3.

IC 31-34-18-3
Financial reports

Sec. 3. The deartmrent a casewrker shd also preparea
financialreporton theparentor theestateof the child to assist tie
juvenile ourt in deterriming the perso's finarcial respnsibility for
senices povidedfor thechild or the person.
As added by P.L.1-1997, SEC17. Amerded by PL.146-208,
SEC59%9.

IC 31-34-18-4

Recommendation on care, treatment, rehabilitation, or placement
Sec 4. If condstent with the sdfety and beg interest of the child

andthe canmunity, the pesonpreparimgthe rert stall recanmend

cae, treament, rehakilitation, or placenmen tha:



(1) is:
(A) in the leastrestrictive (nost family like) and most
apprriate séting available; ad
(B) closeto the parents’ hame, consistentwvith the kest
interest ad specialneedsof the child;

(2) least interferes with family auonomy;

(3) isleast dsruptive offamily life;

(4) imposeghe leat restrainbn the freelom of the child and

the clild's paent,guardian or custalian;and

(5) provides a reasonable opportunity for participation by the

child's paent,guardian or custalian.

Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC17. AmendedyP.L.551997 EC.18

IC 31-34-18-5
Examinations
Sec. 5. The juvenile court may do the following:
(1) Authoriz ary examinationof thechild under C 31-32-12.
(2) Make provision for dmilar examination of the parent,
guadian, or custodian if the person givesconsent.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC17.

IC 31-34-18-6
Disclosure
Sec 6. (a) Predispostiond reportsshall be made available within
a reasoable time bdore the dismsitional hearing unless the
juvenile court determines on the record that the reports contain
information that should not be released to the child or the child's
parent,guardian or custaian.
(b) The ourt sall provide acopy of the rert to:
(1) eat attaney, guardianadlitem, or courtappantedspecial
adwocaterepreseting thechild; and
(2) eath attaney repregntingthechild’'s paent, guardian or
custodan.
(c) The cairt may provide afactualsunmary of the reprt to:
(1) thechild; or
(2) thechild's paent,guardian or custaian.
As addedby P.L.1-1997, SEC.17. Anended by P.L.197-199%,
SEC27.

IC 31-34-18-6.1
Predispositional report; contents
Sec. 61. (a) The pedispaitional report peparedby the
departnent o casewrker nust ircludethe fdlowing information:
(1) A degription of all dispositional options considered in
prepaling the report.
(2) An ewaluationof each d the optiors cansideredn relation
to the planof cae, treatnent, rehabilitation or placenent
recommerded under the quiddines desaibed insedion4 of this
chaper.
(3) Thename, occupation and position, and any relationship to



the child of each person with whom the preparer of the repat
conferred asprovidedin sedion 1.1 of this chgpter.

(b) If the department or caseworker is considering an out-of-home
placemert, induding placemert with ablood or anadoptive relative
caretaler, the cepartnent a casewrker sh#l conducta crininal
history check (asdefinedin IC 31-9-2-22.5) for eat persan whois
currently residing in the location designated as the out-of-home
placenent.Theresults of theriminal historycheck must ke included
in the predspositional report.

(c) The department or casenorker is not required to conduct a
criminal history check under this sedion if:

(1) the department or caseworker is considering only an
out-of-home placenen to anentity or afacility that
(A) is na a residenceg(asdefinedin IC 3-5-2-425); or
(B) is licen®d ty thestate; or
(2) placenment inderthis setion isunddgerminedat thetime the
predispsitionalreportis preared.
As added by P.L.55-197, SEC.19. Amended by P.L.70-2004
SEC19 P.L23#-200, SEC.181; P.L.145-2006, SEC.308;
P.L.146-20@8, SEC6Q0.



