IC 31-19-16
Chapter 6. Postadption Visitation Rivileges

IC 31-19-16-1
Postadoption contact privileges granted to birth parent
Sec 1. At the time an adoption decree is entered the court

entering the adogion decree may grant pstadgtion contact
privileges undersection2 o this chapterto abirth parent vho has:

(1) cansentedo the agption or

(2) voluntarily terminatedthe marentehild relationsiip.
As adcded by P.L.1-1997, SEC11 As anendedby P.L.19%6-199%,
SECA4.

IC 31-19-16-2
Procedure
Sec 2. A court may grant pogadoption contad privilegesif:
(1) the court determines that the best interests of the child
would besened ly grantingpostadopion contactprivileges;
(2) thechildis & leasttwo (2) years of age and tle®urtfinds
that thee isa siquificant emotional d@tachnent ketween the
child and the birth parent;
(3) each adoptive parent consents to the granting of
postadption cortact privleges;
(4) theadgtive paents adthe brth paents:
(A) execue apostadptioncortact ageenent; am
(B) file the ageemert with the court;
(5) thelicensed dild placing agencysponsoring theadogion
andthe child's cairt appointedspeial ad/ocateor guardianad
litem apmintedunde IC 31-32-3 reommendsto thecout the
postadoption cortact ageenent, or if thereis no licensed child
placingagency sponsoringthe adogion, the canty office of
family andchildrenor otheragencythatpreparecanadogion
reportunde IC 31-19-8-5 isinformed d the contens of the
posta@ption cortact ageenent aml canments on the
ageener in the agercy's report to the court;
(6) consert to postadoption contact is obtained from the child
if the child is atleast tvelve (12 years 6 age; and
(7) thepostadbptioncontact agreemert isapprovedby thecourt.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC11 AmendedyP.L.19%6-199,SEC5.

IC 31-19-16-3
Postadoption contact agreement
Sec.3. A postadoptio contact greenent filedunder setion2(4)
of thischaptemust catainthe fdlowing provisions:
(1) An aknowledgnent by thebirth parentsthat theadgtion
is irrevocable evenif theadopive parentgo notabideby the
postadoption contact agreemernt.
(2) An aknowledgment ly the adogive paents tlat the
ageenent gants tle birth parents the right to seekto enforce
the postadoption privilegesset forth in the ageemert.



AsaddelbyP.L.1-1997,SEC.11. AmendedbyP.L.19%6-199,SEC6.

IC 31-19-16-4
M odification or enforcement of agreement
Sec.4. A birth parentor anad@tive paent nay file a petition

with the caurt ertering the adopgion decree fa the following
purpcses:

(1) To modify the postadoption contact agreenert.

(2) To compd a birth parert or an adoptive parert to comply

with the postadoption contact agreemert.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC11 AmendedyP.L.19%6-199,SEC?7.

IC 31-19-16-5
M onetary damages
Sec5. Thecourtmay na award nonetarydanages as resit of
thefiling of a petition under sedion 4 of this chapter.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC11

IC 31-19-16-6
Voiding or modifying agr eement
Sec.6. (a) The courtmay void o modify aposta@ption cortact
ageenent aproved under this chapteraytime before oafter the
adogion if the caurt deermines after dearingthat the lest interst
of the child requiresthe voiding or modifying of the ageemert.
(b) Before the court:
(1) voidsor modifiesan greenent; o
(2) hearsa motion to canpel canpliancewith an greenent
approved under this chapter,
the caurt may apint aguardianadlitem or courtappantedspecial
advocate under IC 31-32-3torepresent and protect the bestinterests
of thechild.
AsaddelbyP.L.1-1997,SEC.11. AmendedbyP.L.19%6-199,SECS.

IC 31-19-16-7
Guardian ad litem or court appointed special advocate
Sec.7. The praisionsof IC 31-32-3 cancernirg the:

(1) repesentation

(2) duies;

(3) liabilities;and

(4) appaointmert;
of aguadianad litem or court gppointed special advocate apply to
proceadings under this chapter.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC11

IC 31-19-16-8
Revocation of adoption decree barred as sanction for
noncompliance with agreement

Sec 8. A cout mayna revoke anad@tion decreebecauseabirth
parentor anad@tive paent failsto canply with a postadoption
contad agreemert gpproved by a court under this chapter.



AsaddelbyP.L.1-1997,SEC.11. AmendeddyP.L.19%6-199,SECO9.

IC 31-19-16-9
Privileges without court approval
Sec.9. Pcstadopion contactprivileges arepermnissible wthout

cout approval in an aoption of a child who is less tha two (2
yeas of age upon the ageemen of the adoptive parents ard a birth
parent.However, postadptioncortact privleges iderthis setion
may na include \sitation.A posta@ptioncontactageenent inder
this setion:

(1) isnot enforcealte; and

(2) dees ot affed thefinality of the aaption
As addel by P.L.19%6-199/, SEC10. Amendedby P.L.2-1998,
SECT76.



