IC 31-17-5
Chater 5 Grand@arents Visitation

IC 31-17-5-1
Right to seek visitation
Sec 1. (a) A child's grandparent may seek visitation rightsif:
(1) thechild's paent isdeceasd;
(2) the marriage of the child's parents has been dissdved in
Indiana or
(3) subject to subsection (b), thechild wasborn out of wedlock.
(b) A court may not grant visitation rights to a paternal
grandmrent é achild whois bornoutof wedock under sibsection
(a)(3) if the child's father hasnot estaldi shed patemity in relation to
the chid.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SECO9.

IC 31-17-5-2
Best interest of the child; in chambersinterview of the child

Sec 2. (a) The court may grant visitation rights if the court
deternines that visitation rights aren the kest interets ofthe child.

(b) Indeterniningthebestinterest®ofthe child under ths sectim,
the cairt may consicer whethera gandmrent fas lad o has
attenptedto have meanindul contact with thechild.

(c) The caurt may inteniew the child in chanbers toassisthe
courtin determining the childs peceptionof whether \sitation ty
a gandmrent isin thebed interestof thechild.

(d) The cout may permit cousd to be praeri atthe nterview.
If counsd ispreen:

(1) arecordmay bemadeof theinteniew; and
(2) the interview may be made part of the record for purposes

of apped.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC9. Anendedby P.L.152004 SEC.3.

IC 31-17-5-3
Petition
Sec. 3. A proceedhg for grandmrents \sitation nust le
commencedby thefiling of a pdition ertitled, "In Re the \vsitation
of ". The petition mug:
(1) befiledby agrandparent entitled to receivevisitation rights
under this chapter,
(2) beverified; ard
(3) sd forth the following:
(A) Thenamesand relationship of:
(i) the petitioninggrandmrent @ grandgarents;
(ii) eachchild with whom visitation issoudnt; ard
(iii) the custodia parert or guardianof eachchild.
(B) Thepresentaddress of echpersonnamedin clause(A).
(C) Thedate of birth of each child with whom \sitation is
saught.
(D) The statusinde sectionl of this chaper upn which



the gandmrent gels \sitation.
(E) Therelief saught.
Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC9.

IC 31-17-5-4
Venue
Sec4. A grardparen seekng visitation rights shall file apetition
requestig reasmablevisitation rights:
(1) ina circut, superioror probae courtof thecourty in which
the child residesin a @ desaibed in sedion 1(a)(1), 1(a)(3),
or 10 o this chapter;or
(2) inthe cart having jurisdiction oser thedisslution of the
parents' marriage in acase desaibed in sedion 1(a)(2) of this
chaper.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SEC9. Anendedby P.L.50-2006 SEC.8.

IC 31-17-5-5
Service of petition and summons

Sec.5. Wherewer a petition is filed, a cqy of the petition,
together with a copy of a sunmons, shdl be sened yon the
custodial and noncustodial parert or guardian of each child with
whom visitation issoudntin thesane mannetassenice of summons
in dvil adions gererally.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SECO9.

IC 31-17-5-6
Decree

Sec.6. Uponhearingevidencein supportof ard oppostionto a
petitionfiled underthis clapterthe court shall entex deree s#ing
forth the caurt's findings ard canclusians.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SECO9.

IC 31-17-5-7
M odification of order

Sec.7. The cout may modify an order granting or denyng
visitationrightswhenever modificationwould servethebestinterests
of thechild.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SECO9.

IC 31-17-5-8
Pater nity proceedings; effect on visitation rights
Sec. 8. (@) This section applies to a diild born out of wedlock.
(b) Visitationrightsprovidedfor in sectionl or 100f this chapter
suvive the edablishment of patemity of a child by a court
proceeding aher than an adoption proceeding.
Asaddel by P.L.1-1997, SECO9.

IC 31-17-5-9
Adoption; effect on visitation rights
Sec 9. Visitation rights provided for in sedion 1 or 10 of this



chapter suvive the acbption of the child by ary of the following:
(1) A stepparert.
(2) A persm whois bidogically relatedto the child as:
(A) agrandparent;
(B) a sbling;
(C) anaurt;
(D) an wncle;
(E) aniece or
(F) a nephw.
Asadded by P.L.1-1997, SEC9.

IC 31-17-5-10
Marriageof child'sparentsdissolved in another state; right to seek
visitation
Sec.10. If themarriage ofthe chid's paents las eendissolhed
in arotherstate,the child's maternalor paternalgrandmarent nay
seek visitation rightsif:
(1) thecugody deaee etered intheactionfor dissolution of
marriage doesnotbindthe gandmrent underlC 31-21-3-1 (or
IC 31-17-3-12 beforeits reped; and
(2) an Indiana court would have jurisdiction under IC 31-21-5-1
(or IC 3117-3-3 before its repeal), IC 31215-2, or
IC 312153 (o IC 31-17-3-14 before its repeal)to gant
visitation rights tothegrandmrent inamodificationdecee.
AsaddelbyP.L.1-1997,SEC.9. AmendedoyP.L.138-2007, SEC35.



