Introduced Version

SENATE BILL No. 406

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: [C 20-30-5.6

Synopsis: Relationship education; dating violence policies. Requires
school corporations and nonpublic schools to: (1) provide age
appropriate education concerning healthy relationships to students in
kindergarten through grade 12; (2) develop a dating violence response
policy; and (3) provide training to staff concerning healthy relationship
education and dating violence response policies.

Effective: July 1, 2010.

Rogers

January 14, 2010, read first time and referred to Committee on Education and Career
Development.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session 116th General Assembly (2010)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 2009 Regular and Special Sessions of the General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 406

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2010]:

Chapter 5.6. Healthy Relationship Education and Dating
Violence Response Policies

Sec. 1. (a) As used in this chapter, "bystander' means a student
or an adult who witnesses or is aware of an incident of dating
violence.

(b) As used in this chapter, "dating partner" means an
individual, regardless of gender, involved with another individual
in an intimate relationship that is characterized primarily by the
expectation of affectionate involvement, whether casual, serious, or
long term.

(¢) As used in this chapter, "dating violence' means actual or
threatened acts of physical, sexual, psychological, and verbal harm
by a current or former dating partner, through means including:

(1) stalking;
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(2) economic coercion; and
(3) harassment or victimization through the Internet, cellular
phones, and text messaging.

Sec. 2. Each school corporation and nonpublic school shall
include in its curriculum for kindergarten through grade 12 age
appropriate instruction concerning healthy relationships.

Sec. 3. (a) The:

(1) department shall develop guidelines; and

(2) state board shall adopt rules under
concerning the instruction required under this chapter to assist
teachers assigned to teach the healthy relationship material
described in this chapter.

(b) The department, in collaboration with appropriate advocacy
groups, shall develop:

(1) model healthy relationship educational materials; and
(2) a model for dating violence response policies and
reporting.
Not later than July 1,2011, the department shall make the models
available for public and nonpublic schools to assist the schools with
the development of healthy relationship education programs and
dating violence response policies.

Sec. 4. Guidelines developed and rules adopted under section
3(a) of this chapter must include:

(1) characteristics of healthy relationships;

(2) characteristics of unhealthy and abusive relationships;
(3) warning signs of dating violence;

(4) methods of increasing appropriate bystander intervention;
and

(5) parental education and outreach.

Sec. 5. Before July 1, 2012, each school corporation and
nonpublic school shall:

(1) implement the healthy relationship education required
under section 2 of this chapter; and

(2) establish a specific policy to address incidents of dating
violence involving students.

Sec. 6. The dating violence response policy developed under
section 5 of this chapter must include at least the following:

(1) A statement that dating violence is not tolerated.

(2) Reporting procedures for incidents of dating violence.
(3) Guidelines for responding to incidents of dating violence.
(4) Guidelines concerning orders of protection issued on
behalf of students.
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(5) Designation of a prevention coordinator to facilitate
prevention education and to act as a liaison for community
resources.

(6) Discipline procedures.

Sec. 7. (a) Each school corporation and nonpublic school shall:
(1) publish the policy developed under section 5 of this
chapter in:

(A) the disciplinary rules required under

for a public school; or

(B) an appropriate publication, for a nonpublic school; and
(2) verify compliance with section 5 of this chapter with the
department through the annual performance reportrequired
under

(b) Each school corporation and nonpublic school shall:

(1) inform students' parents of the dating violence response
policy; and

(2) if requested, provide parents with copies of the dating
violence response policy.

Sec. 8. (a) Each school corporation and nonpublic school shall
provide healthy relationship training to administrators, teachers,
nurses, safety officers, coaches, and mental health staff. Upon the
recommendation of the chief administrator of a school, other staff
may be required to attend the training or may attend the training
on a volunteer basis. The training must:

(1) prepare school staff members to respond appropriately to
incidents of dating violence; and
(2) include at least the following components:
(A) Characteristics of healthy relationships.
(B) Characteristics of unhealthy and abusive relationships.
(C) Warning signs of dating violence.
(D) Methods of increasing appropriate bystander
intervention.
(E) Methods of parental education and outreach.
(F) An overview of the school's dating violence policy.

(b) Appropriate training shall be provided annually to newly
hired school staff members.

Sec. 9. This chapter does not prevent a victim of dating violence
from seeking redress under any other civil or criminal law.
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