Introduced Version

SENATE BILL No. 336

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: [C 14-8-2{[C 14-10-4]

Synopsis: State tribe recognition. Establishes a procedure for a Native
American Indian tribe to receive recognition as a state tribe. Provides
that the natural resources commission shall adopt procedures and
criteria for the recognition of state tribes. Provides that a state tribe is
not entitled to any special state rights or benefits unless the right or
benefit is specifically conferred to the state tribe by statute.

Effective: July 1, 2010.

Head

January 12, 2010, read first time and referred to Committee on Commerce, Public Policy
& Interstate Cooperation.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session 116th General Assembly (2010)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 2009 Regular and Special Sessions of the General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 336

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
natural and cultural resources.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2010]: Sec.226.9. "State tribe", for purposes
ofiC 14-10-4] has the meaning set forth in

SECTION 2. IC 14—8—2—281.] IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2010]: Sec. 281.7. "Tribe", for purposes of
[C 14-10-4] has the meaning set forth in

SECTION 3. IC 14—10—f|| ISADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE AS
A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY
1,2010]:

Chapter 4. State Tribal Recognition

Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, "state tribe'" means a tribe that
is granted state recognition by the commission.

Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "tribe" means a population of
Native American Indians who:

(1) are all related to one another genetically or through
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kinship; and
(2) trace their heritage to a Native American Indian tribe
indigenous to Indiana.

Sec. 3. (a) The commission shall adopt procedures and criteria
for the recognition of state tribes that clearly demonstrate a
continuous Native American Indian identity in Indiana on a
historical basis since 1800. The commission shall examine the
following evidence to determine if a petitioning group has met the
criteria for recognition as a state tribe:

(1) A list of traditional Indiana Native American Indian
surnames as they relate to the group.

(2) Kinship relationships with other recognized Native
American Indian tribes.

(3) Official records, including birth, church, school, or other
official records that recognize the group as Native American
Indian.

(4) Letters or statements from state or federal authorities
recognizing the group as Native American Indian.

(5) Anthropological or historical accounts tied to the group's
Native American Indian ancestry.

(6) Letters or statements from recognized state tribes or
federal tribes attesting to the Native American Indian
heritage of the group.

(7) Any other documented traditions, customs, or lore that
signify the group's Native American Indian heritage.

(8) Participation in or grants from sources or programs
designated as for Native American Indian only.

(b) In addition to the criteria listed in subsection (a), the
following are also relevant to the commission's decision:

(1) Any other material or documents the tribe may wish to
present.
(2) Any other material or documents the commission may
request.

(c) As a condition of recognition as a state tribe, each petitioning
group must submit to the commission a roll of its members and
relate each member to their kinship ties.

Sec. 4. (a) A petition for state recognition must be submitted by
an organized tribe.

(b) The information required under section 3 of this chapter
must be submitted by a representative of the tribe.

Sec.5.(a) The commission may grant state recognition to a tribe
that the commission determines meets the requirements under this
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chapter.

(b) The commission may rescind state recognition to a tribe that
the commission has previously granted, if the commission
determines that the tribe did not or no longer meets the
requirements under this chapter.

(¢) The commission may not grant state recognition to a splinter
group, political faction, community, or group of any character
that:

(1) separates or has separated from the main body of a state
or federally recognized Native American Indian tribe; and
(2) has not functioned continuously since 1800 as an
autonomous tribe.

(d) The commission has the sole authority to determine if a tribe
receives recognition as a state tribe.

Sec. 6. A state tribe is not entitled to any special state rights or
benefits unless the right or benefit is specifically conferred to the
state tribe by statute.

Sec. 7. (a) The commission may adopt rules under to
implement this chapter.

(b) The commission shall adopt a rule listing each state tribe
recognized by the commission.
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