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January 14, 2000

SENATE BILL No. 15
_____

DIGEST OF SB 15 (Updated January 13, 2000 9:22 am - DI kc)

Citations Affected: IC 20-12.

Synopsis: Allows counties and certain municipalities in counties not
having a main or regional campus of a state educational institution to
establish local higher education centers, with a limit of one center per
county. Provides a governing board of trustees and sets forth its powers
and duties, including a requirement to contract with a state educational
institution to manage the center. Requires a center to offer core courses
leading to an associate degree and courses that meet community needs,
including noncredit and graduate level courses. Requires a center to
establish relationships with institutions other than the managing entity,
invite all Indiana higher learning institutions to offer courses, ensure
the transfer of credits earned at a center, and connect to Access
Indiana. Establishes the local higher education center capital fund to
make matching grants to centers for purchase of land and
improvements. Provides that the general assembly may appropriate
money to the capital fund and to the budget agency for planning and
operating expenses of centers. Requires the approval of the budget
agency, with the advice of the commission for higher education, of all
expenditures of state funds for centers.

Effective: July 1, 2000.

Lawson C

November 16, 1999, read first time and referred to Committee on Rules and Legislative
Procedure.

January 13, 2000, amended; reassigned to Committee on Education.
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January 14, 2000

Second Regular Session 111th General Assembly (2000)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this style type.
  Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in  this  style  type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.
  Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this style type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1999 General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 15

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 20-12-76 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE1
AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE2
JULY 1, 2000]:3

Chapter 76. Local Higher Education Centers4
Sec. 1. This chapter applies only in counties that do not have a5

main or regional campus of a state educational institution.6
Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "Access Indiana" has the7

meaning set forth in IC 5-21-1-1.5.8
Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "board" refers to the board of9

trustees of a local higher education center established under this10
chapter.11

Sec. 4. As used in this chapter, "center" refers to a local higher12
education center established under this chapter.13

Sec. 5. As used in this chapter, "commission" or "commission14
for higher education" refers to the commission for higher15
education of the state of Indiana established by IC 20-12-0.5-2.16

Sec. 6. As used in this chapter, "executive" has the meaning set17
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forth in IC 36-1-2-5.1
Sec. 7. As used in this chapter, "fund" refers to the local higher2

education center capital fund established by this chapter.3
Sec. 8. As used in this chapter, "governing body" has the4

meaning set forth in IC 20-10.1-1-5.5
Sec. 9. As used in this chapter, "institution of higher learning"6

has the meaning set forth in IC 20-12-70-4.7
Sec. 10. As used in this chapter, "legislative body" has the8

meaning set forth in IC 36-1-2-9.9
Sec. 11. As used in this chapter, "managing entity" refers to the10

state educational institution that manages the operations and fiscal11
responsibilities of a center.12

Sec. 12. As used in this chapter, "municipality" has the meaning13
set forth in IC 36-1-2-11.14

Sec. 13. As used in this chapter, "school corporation" has the15
meaning set forth in IC 20-10.1-1-1.16

Sec. 14. As used in this chapter, "state educational institution"17
has the meaning set forth in IC 20-12-0.5-1.18

Sec. 15. As used in this chapter, "trustee" refers to a member of19
the board of trustees of a local higher education center established20
under this chapter.21

Sec. 16. The legislative body of a county or municipality may22
adopt a resolution to establish a local higher education center23
subject to the following:24

(1) If, by January 1, 2001, a county legislative body adopts a25
resolution to establish a center, a municipality in that county26
may not establish a center.27
(2) If, by January 1, 2001, a county legislative body does not28
adopt a resolution to establish a center, the legislative body of29
any municipality in the county may petition the county30
legislative body to establish a center.31
(3) If within ninety (90) days following the presentation of a32
petition under subdivision (2) the county legislative body does33
not adopt a resolution to establish a center, the legislative34
body of any municipality in the county may adopt a resolution35
to establish a center, subject to the following:36

(A) Only one (1) center may be established in a county.37
(B) If within sixty (60) days following the ninety (90) day38
period provided in this subdivision more than one (1)39
municipality adopts a resolution to establish a center, the40
county legislative body shall select the one (1) municipality41
where the center shall be located.42
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Sec. 17. A center is governed by a seven (7) member board of1
trustees.2

Sec. 18. If a county legislative body establishes a center, the3
members of the board of trustees are appointed as follows:4

(1) The legislative body of the county that establishes the5
center shall appoint three (3) members.6
(2) The governing body of each school corporation in the7
county shall jointly appoint two (2) members.8
(3) The legislative body of each municipality in the county9
shall jointly appoint two (2) members.10

Sec. 19. If a city legislative body establishes a center, the11
members of the board of trustees are appointed as follows:12

(1) The legislative body of the city that establishes the center13
shall appoint three (3) members.14
(2) The executive of the city that establishes the center shall15
appoint two (2) members.16
(3) The governing body of each school corporation having17
territory within the city shall jointly appoint two (2) members.18

Sec. 20. If a town legislative body establishes a center, the19
members of the board of trustees are selected as follows:20

(1) The legislative body of the town that establishes the center21
shall appoint three (3) members.22
(2) The township executive of the township in which the town23
establishing the center is located shall appoint two (2)24
members, subject to the following:25

(A) If the town is located in two (2) townships, the26
township executive of each township having territory27
within the town shall appoint one (1) member.28
(B) If the town is located in more than two (2) townships,29
the township executive of each township having territory30
within the town shall jointly appoint two (2) members.31

(3) The governing body of each school corporation having32
territory within the town shall jointly appoint two (2)33
members.34

Sec. 21. A person who is an appointing authority or a member35
of an appointing authority may not be a member of the board.36

Sec. 22. Members of the board serve four (4) year terms.37
However, an appointing authority who appoints more than one (1)38
member shall appoint one (1) of the initial appointees for a two (2)39
year term so that subsequent appointments will result in a board40
having members who serve for staggered terms.41

Sec. 23. The board may do the following for the center:42
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 (1) Enter into contracts.1
(2) Sue and be sued.2
(3) Receive gifts and bequests.3
(4) Perform other duties and responsibilities that the board4
considers necessary.5

Sec. 24. The board shall do the following for the center:6
(1) Select and contract with a state educational institution to7
serve as the managing entity of the center and do the8
following:9

(A) Manage the operations of the center.10
(B) Manage the fiscal responsibilities of the center.11
(C) With the approval of the board, make arrangements12
with one (1) or more state educational institutions to offer13
at the center a core set of general education courses that14
upon successful completion result in the awarding of an15
associate degree.16

(2) Provide for the offering of courses at the center that meet17
community needs. These courses may include the following:18

(A) Credit and noncredit courses.19
(B) Courses having a provider other than an institution of20
higher learning.21
(C) Graduate level courses.22

(3) Establish relationships with institutions of higher learning23
in Indiana other than the managing entity.24
(4) Ensure that all institutions of higher learning in Indiana25
are invited and have equal access to the center to offer courses26
to serve the needs of the community either at the center or by27
distance learning.28
(5) Ensure that credits earned in a for-credit course that an29
institution of higher learning provides at a center must30
transfer in the same manner as credits earned at the home31
campus of the course provider.32
(6) Appoint staff and set compensation for staff, including a33
center director who is selected in collaboration with and with34
the approval of the managing entity.35
(7) Connect the center to Access Indiana.36
(8) Approve all capital and operating budgets.37
(9) Account for all capital and operating expenditures and38
revenues, subject to annual audit by the state board of39
accounts.40
(10) Raise money for matching funds and other purposes of41
the center, including raising from private and public sources42
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at least thirty-three percent (33%) of the capital cost of land,1
facilities, parking areas, and the connection to Access Indiana.2
(11) Apply for state, federal, and private grants, including3
matching grants, for capital, operating, and other purposes.4

Sec. 25. (a) The local higher education center capital fund is5
established for the purpose of making matching grants to centers6
for the purchase of land and improvements.7

(b) The budget agency shall administer the fund with the advice8
of the commission for higher education.9

(c) The expenses of administering the fund shall be paid from10
money in the fund.11

(d) The treasurer of state shall invest the money in the fund not12
currently needed to meet the obligations of the fund in the same13
manner as other public money may be invested. Interest that14
accrues from these investments shall be deposited in the fund.15

(e) Money in the fund at the end of a state fiscal year does not16
revert to the state general fund.17

Sec. 26. The board of a center may apply to the budget agency18
for a matching grant from the fund. The budget agency shall19
determine the amount to grant to a center, subject to the following:20

(1) The amount of money in the fund.21
(2) A limit on the amount of each grant not to exceed the22
greater of:23

(A) sixty-seven percent (67%) of the cost of land and24
improvements; or25
(B) one million dollars ($1,000,000).26

(3) Recommendations of the commission.27
(4) A requirement that all capital projects for a center must28
meet minimum standards established by the commission.29

Sec. 27. The general assembly may appropriate money to the30
fund.31

Sec. 28. The general assembly may appropriate money to the32
budget agency for expenditure by the budget agency for purposes33
related to centers, including the following:34

(1) For center planning grants that:35
(A) the commission recommends; and36
(B) do not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for each37
center.38

(2) For center operating expenses that the commission39
recommends, based upon an allocation formula that the40
commission adopts and that considers whether a center meets41
requirements established by the commission, including42
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expenses for the operation of facilities, parking areas, and1
connection to Access Indiana.2
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SENATE MOTION

Mr. President: I move that Senator Garton be removed as author of
Senate Bill 15 and that Senator Lawson C be substituted therefor.

GARTON
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COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. President: The Senate Committee on Rules and Legislative
Procedure, to which was referred Senate Bill No.  15, has had the same
under consideration and begs leave to report the same back to the
Senate with the recommendation that said bill be AMENDED as
follows:

Delete the title and insert the following:
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
education.

Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert the following:

(SEE TEXT OF BILL)

and when so amended that said bill be reassigned to the Senate
Committee on Education.

(Reference is to SB 15 as introduced.)

GARTON, Chairperson


