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HOUSE BILL No. 1082

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL
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IC 36-4; IC 36-5.

Synopsis. Vaotinginmunicipal buffer zones. Providesthat avoter who
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municipal or special election held in that municipality.
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Second Regular Session 111th General Assembly (2000)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) isbeing amended, thetext of the existing provision will appear inthis styletype,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in thts styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear inthat styletypein theintroductory clause of each SECTION that adds
anew provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in astatutein this styletype or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1999 General Assembly.

HOUSE BILL No. 1082

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
elections.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sate of Indiana:

SECTION 1. I1C 3-5-2-5.8 ISADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
ASANEW SECTION TOREAD ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY
1, 2000]: Sec. 5.8. "Buffer zone" has the meaning set forth in
IC 36-1-2-2.5.

SECTION 2. 1C 3-5-8 ISADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE AS
A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2000]:

Chapter 8. Voters Residing in Buffer Zones

Sec. 1. A voter who resides in a municipality's buffer zone is
entitled to vote in a municipal or special election held in that
municipality.

Sec. 2. A voter who resides in a municipality's buffer zone is
considered a voter of that municipality for all purposesrelated to
any municipal or special election held in that municipality.

Sec. 3. Asprovided in Article 6, Section 6 of the Constitution of
the State of I ndiana, avoter whoresidesin amunicipality'sbuffer
zone may not hold alocal officein that municipality.
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SECTION 3. IC 3-10-7-22 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2000]: Sec. 22. (a) A town election
board shall appoint a precinct election board for each precinct in the
town or in the town's buffer zone.

(b) If a precinct iswholly or partly in the town, the town election
board may designate the polls for the precinct to be at the pollsfor an
adjoining precinct, using the precinct election board of the adjoining
precinct.

(c) Each precinct election board consists of':

(2) one (1) inspector; and
(2) two (2) judges of opposite political parties.

(d) The members of a precinct election board must be voters who
reside in the town unless the precinct is wholly within the town's
buffer zone. If the precinct iswholly within thetown'sbuffer zone,
the members of the precinct election board must be voters who
reside within the buffer zone.

SECTION 4. IC 3-10-7-24 1S AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 24. A town election
board shall appoint two (2) poll clerks, and may appoint two (2)
assistant poll clerks, of opposite political parties for each precinct in
thetown or in thetown's buffer zone. Except as otherwise provided
in this chapter, the poll clerks and assistant poll clerks have the same
powers and duties, and are subject to the same qualifications and
penalties, aspoll clerksand assistant poll clerksappointed for ageneral
election under IC 3-6-6-2 and I1C 3-6-6-3.

SECTION 5. IC 3-10-7-25 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 25. (a) A town election
board shall appoint two (2) el ection sheriffsof opposite political parties
for each precinct in the town or in thetown'sbuffer zone. Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, the election sheriffs have the same
powers and duties, and are subject to the same qualifications and
penalties, as election sheriffs appointed for a general election under
IC 3-6-6-5.

(b) A town election board may adopt aresolution providing that the
judges of each precinct that

1) tstecated wholy or partiatty n the town: and

2 will contain no more than two hundred fifty (250) registered

voters on municipal election day
shall perform the duties and have the rights of the election sheriffs of
the precinct. This resolution remains in effect until repealed by the
town election board.

SECTION 6. IC 3-10-7-26 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 26. The appointed
member of a town election board who represents the major political
party whose nominee received the highest number of votes in the
county for secretary of state at the last election may nominate one (1)
person to serve as inspector for each precinct in the town or in the
town's buffer zone.
SECTION 7. IC 3-10-7-27 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 27. Each of the
appointed members of atown election board may nominate:
(1) one (1) person to serve as ajudge;
(2) one (1) person to serve as an election sheriff, except in a
precinct subject to aresolution adopted under section 25 of this
chapter;
(3) one (1) person to serve as apoll clerk; and
(4) one (1) person to serve as an assistant poll clerk, if assistant
poll clerks are to be appointed;

for each precinct in the town or in the town's buffer zone.

SECTION 8. IC 3-10-7-29 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 29. Each political party
that has a candidate on the ballot in a municipal election under this
chapter may appoint one (1) challenger and one (1) pollbook holder for
each precinct inthetown or in thetown'sbuffer zone. These persons
have the same powers and duties, and are subject to the same
qualifications and penalties, as challengers and pollbook holders
appointed under 1C 3-6-7-1.

SECTION 9. IC 3-10-7-30 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWSI[EFFECTIVEJULY 1,2000]: Sec. 30. (a) Thecircuit court
clerk or board of registration of each county inwhich atown described
in section 1 of this chapter islocated shall prepare copies of thelist of
registered votersfor each precinct in thetown or in thetown'sbuffer
zone at least ten (10) days before a municipal election under this
chapter. The lists must include the full name, address, and assigned
identification number of each voter. Two (2) copies of thelist shall be
presented to the town election board for use at the polls on election
day.

(b) Not later than twenty-four (24) days before election day, the
circuit court clerk or board of registration shall provide alist of the
town's registered voters a the town to the town election board to
permit the board to conduct absentee ballot voting.

SECTION 10. IC 3-10-7-32 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 32. (a) A town election
board shall determine what voting method will be used in amunicipal
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election.

(b) The town election board and its precinct election officers shall
perform theduties of the county election board and its precinct el ection
officers under 1C 3-11 for each voting method used.

(c) The town election board shall prepare the ballots in the form
prescribed by | C 3-11-2 and distributethem to the precinctsin thetown
or in thetown's buffer zone.

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (c), the town election board, by
unani mous consent of theboard's entiremembership, may authorizethe
printing or reproduction of ballots on equipment under the control of
the town clerk-treasurer. If the town election board acts under this
subsection, the ballots are not required to conform to the precise
dimensions concerning the size of political party devices under
IC 3-11-2-9 or the placement of a candidate's name under
IC 3-11-2-10(e). However, the ballots must otherwise substantially
conform with IC 3-11-2.

SECTION 11. IC 3-11-1.5-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 4. A county executive
shall establish precincts so that each boundary of each precinct does
not cross the boundary of any of the following:

(1) The state.

(2) A county.

(3) A township.

(4) A city.

(5) A district of the House of Representatives of the Congress of
the United States.

(6) A district of the senate of the general assembly. of

(7) A district of the house of representatives of the general
assembly.

(8) A buffer zone.

SECTION 12.1C36-1-2-2.5ISADDED TOTHEINDIANA CODE
ASANEW SECTION TOREAD ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY
1, 2000]: Sec. 2.5. "Buffer zone" refers to any part of the
unincor porated area contiguous to a municipality that has been
designated by themunicipality' smunicipal plan commission under
| C 36-7-4-205.

SECTION 13. IC 36-4-2-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 2. (a) If thelegidative
bodies of two (2) or more adjoining municipalities each agree, by
resolution, on:

(1) the date of an election to consider the merger of the
municipalities; and
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(2) the name by which the municipality formed by the merger
would be known;
the municipalities shall certify the question to the county election
board. The board shall conduct an el ection to consider the merger. The
election shall be held in each of the municipalities.

(b) Notice of an election under this section shall be given in each
municipality by publication in the manner prescribed by 1C 5-3-1.

(c) Anelection under this section shall be held in each municipality
in the manner prescribed by |C 3-10-8-6. The question shall be placed
on the ballot in the form prescribed by IC 3-10-9-4 and must state
"Shall and merge and become the (City or Town) of

b
(d) Theelection board shall report the results of the election to each
legislative body, and acertified copy of theresult of the election i for
each municipality shall befiled with thelegidative body of each of the
municipalitiesinvolved in the election.

(e) If amajority of the votes cast ih by the voters of each of the
municipalitiesisin favor of the merger, the municipalities are merged
under the terms prescribed by this section and sections 9 through 17 of
this chapter. A certified copy of the agreement, and of the result of the
election, shall be filed in the office of the recorder of the county or
countiesinwhich the new municipality islocated. The agreement must
be:

(1) signed by the municipal executive;

(2) attested by the clerk; and

(3) sealed with the sedl;
of each of the constituent municipalities. Copies of the record shall be
received in all courts and places as conclusive of the merger of the
municipality under the name agreed on.

SECTION 14. IC 36-4-2-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 6. (a) An election held
under section 3 of this chapter shall be held in each municipality inthe
manner prescribed by |C 3-10-8-6. Each municipality isresponsiblefor
the expense of the eection within held for its own eerporate
botndaries: voters.

(b) A voter in an election held under section 3 of this chapter may:

(1) vote"Yes' or "No" on the proposed merger; and
(2) vote in favor of one (1) proposed name listed on the ballot
under section 5 of this chapter.

SECTION 15. IC 36-4-2-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 7. (a) After an election
held under section 3 of this chapter, the election board shall file with
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the clerk of each municipality the returns of the electionin each voting
precinct in the manner prescribed by 1C 3-12-4.

(b) Withinten (10) daysafter an el ection held under section 3 of this

chapter, the election board shall certify and file with:

(2) the legislative bodies of the municipalities; and

(2) the county auditor;
acopy of theresult of theelectiontafor each municipality. The county
auditor shall enter the copy he the auditor receivesin the records of
the county executive.

(c) If, in an election held under section 3 of this chapter, amajority
of the votes cast i1 by the voters of each of the municipalitiesisin
favor of the merger, the municipalities are merged under the terms
prescribed by sections 9 through 17 of this chapter. After the merger
becomes effective, the name of the new municipality is the name
receiving the highest number of votes at the election.

SECTION 16. IC 36-4-2-11 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 11. (a) The election
prescribed by section 10 of this chapter shall be conducted in the
manner prescribed by the applicable el ection statutes, except that there
must be a joint election board for the new municipality in place of
separate boards for each of the merging municipalities. The joint
election board consists of:

(1) the clerks of each of the merging municipalities; and

(2) three (3) persons appointed by the executive of the county in
which the merging municipalities are located, not more than two
(2) of whom are resident voters of one (1) of the merging
municipalities.

(b) In order to conduct the election prescribed by section 10 of this
chapter, thejoint election board shall meet and organize in the manner
prescribed by |C 3-6 for election boards and has the same powers and
dutiesasthose boards. All subsequent primary and general electionsin
the new municipality shall be held in the manner prescribed by statute.

SECTION 17. IC 36-4-2-12 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 12. (a) Thelegidative
bodies of municipalities that vote to merge under this chapter shall
meet in joint session at the hall of the municipality having the largest
population at 8 p.m. on the second Monday of January of the next year
in which a general municipal election is to be held. At the joint
meeting, the legidative bodies shall:

(2) elect apresiding officer and clerk; and
(2) fix, by joint resolution, the boundaries of the districts from
which memberswill be elected to the legislative body of the new
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municipality.
Thelegidative bodiesshall fix thedistrict boundaries so that, asnearly
asis possible, all parts of the merging municipalities (including the
buffer zones of any of the municipalities) have equal representation
inthelegidative body of the new municipality. Thedistrict boundaries
fixed under this subsection constitute the district boundaries for the
new municipality until they are altered by the legislative body of the
new municipality.

(b) If any territory in the municipality or in the municipality's
buffer zoneisnot includedin one (1) of the districts established under
subsection (a), the territory isincluded in the district that:

(1) is contiguous to that territory; and
(2) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(c) If any territory in the municipality or in the municipality's
buffer zoneisincluded in morethan one (1) of thedistrictsestablished
under subsection (@), the territory isincluded in the district that:

(1) isone (1) of thedistrictsin which the territory is described in
the joint resolution adopted under subsection (a);

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and

(3) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(d) A copy of thejoint resolution passed under subsection (&) shall
be:

(2) certified by the presiding officer;

(2) attested by the clerk; and

(3) filed with the legidative body of each of the merging
municipalities and the circuit court clerk of each county in which
the municipalities are located.

SECTION 18. IC 36-4-6-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 3. (a) This section
applies only to second class cities.

(b) The legidative body shall adopt an ordinance to divide the city
and areasin the city'sbuffer zoneinto six (6) districts that:

(1) are composed of contiguousterritory, except for territory that
is not contiguous to any other part of the city;

(2) are reasonably compact;

(3) do not cross precinct boundary lines, except as provided in
subsection (c) or (d); and

(4) contain, as nearly asis possible, equal population.

(c) The boundary of a city legislative body district may cross a
precinct boundary lineif:
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(1) morethan one (1) member of thelegidlative body el ected from
the districts established under subsection (b) resides in one (1)
precinct established under IC 3-11-1.5 after the most recent
municipal election; and

(2) following the establishment of a legidlative body district
whose boundary crosses a precinct boundary line, not more than
one (1) member of the legislative body elected from districts
resides within the same city legidative body district.

(d) The boundary of a city legidative body district may cross a
precinct line if the districts would not otherwise contain, as nearly as
is possible, equal population.

(e) A city legidlative body district with a boundary described by
subsection (c) or (d) may not cross a census block boundary line
except:

(1) when following a precinct boundary line; or

(2) the city legidlative body certifies in the ordinance that the
census block has no population, and is not likely to ever have
population.

(f) Thelegidativebody may not adopt an ordinancedividingthecity
into districts with boundaries described by subsection (c) or (d) unless
the clerk of the city mailsawritten noticeto thecircuit court clerk. The
notice must:

(1) statethat the legisl ative body is considering the adoption of an
ordinance described by this subsection; and

(2) be mailed not later than ten (10) days before the legislative
body adopts the ordinance.

(g) The division under subsection (b) shall be made in 2002, every
ten (10) years after that, and when required to assign annexed territory
or buffer zone area to a district. This division may be made at any
other time, subject to IC 3-11-1.5-32.

(h) The legidative body is composed of six (6) members elected
fromthedistrictsestablished under subsection (b) andthree (3) at-large
members.

(i) Each voter of the city may vote for three (3) candidates for
at-large membership and one (1) candidate from the district in which
the voter resides. The three (3) at-large candidates receiving the most
votes from the whole city (including the city's buffer zone) and the
district candidates receiving the most votes from their respective
districts are elected to the legislative body.

() If any territory in the city or the city's buffer zone is not
included in one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:
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(2) is contiguous to that territory; and
(2) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(k) If any territory in the city or in the city's buffer zone is
included in more than one (1) of the districts established under this
section, theterritory isincluded in the district that:

(1) isone (1) of thedistrictsin which the territory is described in
the ordinance adopted under this section;

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and

(3) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(1) A copy of the ordinance establishing districts under this section
must be filed with the circuit court clerk of the county that containsthe
greatest population of the city not later than thirty (30) days after the
ordinance is adopted.

SECTION 19. IC 36-4-6-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 4. (a) This section
applies to third class cities, except as provided by section 5 of this
chapter.

(b) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). The legidative body shall adopt an
ordinance to divide the city and areasin the city's buffer zone into
five (5) districtsthat:

(1) are composed of contiguousterritory, except for territory that
is not contiguous to any other part of the city;

(2) are reasonably compact;

(3) do not cross precinct boundary lines except as provided in
subsection (c) or (d); and

(4) contain, as nearly asis possible, equal population.

(c) The boundary of a city legislative body district may cross a
precinct boundary lineif:

(1) morethan one (1) member of thelegisative body elected from
the districts established under subsection (b) or (j) residesin one
(1) precinct established under IC 3-11-1.5 after the most recent
municipal election; and

(2) following the establishment of a legislative body district
whose boundary crosses a precinct boundary line, not more than
one (1) member of the legidative body elected from the districts
resides within the same city legidative body district.

(d) The boundary of a city legidative body district may cross a
precinct line if the districts would not otherwise contain, as nearly as
is possible, equal population.
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(e) A city legidative body district with a boundary described by
subsection (c) or (d) may not cross a census block boundary line
except:

(1) when following a precinct boundary line; or

(2) the city legislative body certifies in the ordinance that the
census block has no population, and is not likely to ever have
population.

(f) Thelegidlativebody may not adopt an ordinancedividing thecity
into districts with boundaries described by subsection (c) or (d) unless
theclerk of the city mailsawritten noticeto thecircuit court clerk. The
notice must:

(1) statethat thelegidlative body isconsidering the adoption of an
ordinance described by this subsection; and

(2) be mailed not later than ten (10) days before the legidlative
body adopts the ordinance.

(g) Thedivision under subsection (b) or (j) shall be made in 2002,
every ten (10) years after that, and when required to assign annexed
territory or city buffer zone area to adistrict. This division may be
made at any other time, subject to IC 3-11-1.5-32.

(h) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). The legidative body is composed of five
(5) membersel ected from thedistrictsestablished under subsection (b)
and two (2) at-large members.

(i) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). Each voter of the city may votefor two (2)
candidates for at-large membership and one (1) candidate from the
district in which the voter resides. The two (2) at-large candidates
receiving the most votes from the whole city (including the city's
buffer zone) and the district candidates receiving the most votes from
their respective districts are elected to the legisative body.

() A city may adopt an ordinance under this subsection to dividethe
city and any areasin thecity'sbuffer zoneinto four (4) districtsthat:

(1) are composed of contiguous territory;

(2) are reasonably compact;

(3) do not cross precinct boundary lines, except as provided in
subsection (c) or (d); and

(4) contain, as nearly asis possible, equal population.

(K) Thissubsection appliesto acity with an ordinance described by
subsection (j). The legidative body is composed of four (4) members
elected from the districts established under subsection (j) and three (3)
at-large members.

(1) This subsection appliesto acity with an ordinance described by
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subsection (j). Each voter of the city may vote for three (3) candidates
for at-large membership and one (1) candidate from the district in
whichthevoter resides. Thethree (3) at-large candidates receiving the
most votes from the whole city (including the city'sbuffer zone) and
the district candidates receiving the most votes from their respective
districts are elected to the legidlative body.

(m) A copy of the ordinance establishing districts under this section
must befiled with the circuit court clerk of the county that containsthe
greatest population of the city no later than thirty (30) days after the
ordinance is adopted.

(n) If any territory in the city or in the city's buffer zone is not
included in one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:

(1) is contiguous to that territory; and
(2) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(o) If any territory in the city or in the city's buffer zone is
included in more than one (1) of the districts established under this
section, theterritory isincluded in the district that:

(1) isone (1) of the districtsin which theterritory is described in
the ordinance adopted under this section;

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and

(3) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

SECTION 20. IC 36-4-6-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 5. (a) This section
applies to third class cities having a population of less than ten
thousand (10,000). The legidative body of such a city may, by
ordinance adopted before September 1, 1982, decideto be governed by
this section instead of section 4 of this chapter. If this ordinance is
repealed after August 31, 1982, except as a part of a codification of
ordinancesthat reenactsthe ordinance under 1C 36-1-5-6, then section
4 of this chapter again applies to the city. The clerk of the legidative
body shall send a certified copy of any ordinance adopted under this
subsection to the secretary of the county election board.

(b) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). The legidative body shall adopt an
ordinance to divide the city and areasin the city's buffer zone into
four (4) districtsthat:

(1) are composed of contiguousterritory, except for territory that
is not contiguous to any other part of the city;
(2) are reasonably compact;
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(3) do not cross precinct boundary lines except as provided in
subsection (c) or (d); and
(4) contain, as nearly asis possible, equal population.

(c) The boundary of a city legidlative body district may cross a
precinct boundary lineif:

(1) morethan one (1) member of thelegidative body elected from
the districts established under subsection (b) or (j) residesin one
(1) precinct established under I1C 3-11-1.5 after the most recent
municipal election; and

(2) following the establishment of a legislative body district
whose boundary crosses a precinct boundary line, not more than
one (1) member of the legidative body elected from the districts
resides within the same city legidative body district.

(d) The boundary of a city legidative body district may cross a
precinct line if the districts would not otherwise contain, as nearly as
is possible, equal population.

(e) A city legidative body district with a boundary described by
subsection (c) or (d) may not cross a census block boundary line
except:

(1) when following a precinct boundary line; or

(2) the city legislative body certifies in the ordinance that the
census block has no population, and is not likely to ever have
population.

(f) Thelegidlativebody may not adopt an ordinancedividing thecity
into districts with boundaries described by subsection (c) or (d) unless
the clerk of the city mailsawritten noticeto thecircuit court clerk. The
notice must:

(1) statethat thelegidlative body isconsidering the adoption of an
ordinance described by this subsection; and

(2) be mailed not later than ten (10) days before the legidlative
body adopts the ordinance.

(g) Thedivision under subsection (b) or (j) shall be made in 2002,
every ten (10) years after that, and when required to assign annexed
territory or buffer zone area to adistrict. This division may be made
at any other time, subject to 1C 3-11-1.5-32.

(h) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). The legidative body is composed of four
(4) memberselected from thedistrictsestablished under subsection (b)
and one (1) at-large member.

(i) This subsection does not apply to a city with an ordinance
described by subsection (j). Each voter of the city may votefor one (1)
candidate for at-large membership and one (1) candidate from the
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districtinwhich thevoter resides. The at-large candidate receiving the
most votes from thewholecity (including thecity's buffer zone) and
the district candidates receiving the most votes from their respective
districts are elected to the legislative body.

() A city may adopt an ordinance under this subsection to dividethe
city and areasin the city's buffer zone into three (3) districts that:

(1) are composed of contiguous territory, except for territory that
is not contiguous to any other part of the city;

(2) are reasonably compact;

(3) do not cross precinct boundary lines, except as provided in
subsection (c) or (d); and

(4) contain, as nearly asis possible, equal population.

(K) Thissubsection appliesto acity with an ordinance described by
subsection (j). Thelegidative body is composed of three (3) members
elected from the districts established under subsection (j) and two (2)
at-large members.

(I) This subsection appliesto acity with an ordinance described by
subsection (j). Each voter of the city may vote for two (2) candidates
for at-large membership and one (1) candidate from the district in
which the voter resides. The two (2) at-large candidates receiving the
most votesfrom thewholecity (including the city'sbuffer zone) and
the district candidates receiving the most votes from their respective
districts are elected to the legidative body.

(m) Thissubsection appliesto acity having apopulation of lessthan
seven thousand (7,000). A legidative body of such acity that has, by
resol ution adopted beforeMay 7, 1991, decided to continuean el ection
processthat permits each voter of the city to vote for one (1) candidate
at large and one (1) candidate from each of itsfour (4) council districts
may hold elections using that voting arrangement. The at-large
candidate and the candidate from each district receiving the most votes
from the whole city are elected to the legidative body. The districts
established in cities adopting such a resolution may cross precinct
boundary lines.

(n) A copy of the ordinance establishing districts under this section
must be filed with the circuit court clerk of the county that containsthe
greatest population of the city not later than thirty (30) days after the
ordinance is adopted.

(o) If any territory in the city or the city's buffer zone is not
included in one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and
(2) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
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territory.

(p) If any territory in thecity or the city'sbuffer zoneisincluded
in more than one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:

(1) isone (1) of thedistrictsin which the territory is described in
the ordinance adopted under this section;

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and

(3) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

SECTION 21. IC 36-5-1-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 17. (a) An election
under section 16 of this chapter shall be held in for the town. The
voters shall, by ballot, vote on the question submitted to them. The
question shall be placed on the balot in the form prescribed by
IC 3-10-9-4 and must state " Shall the town of
dissolve?" or "Shall thetown of changeitsname
to 7

(b) Within four (4) days after the canvass of the vote by the county
election board, thetown clerk shall prepare and attest astatement of all
thevotescast at the el ection, to be signed by the members of the county
election board and filed with:

(1) the clerk of the county in which the greatest percentage of the
population of the town is located; and

(2) the stete eertifying officiat designated tinder +€ 3-6-4-2-1%
office of the secretary of state.

SECTION 22. IC 36-5-2-4.1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 4.1. (a) Thelegidative
body may, by ordinance, divide the town and area in the town's
buffer zone into districts for the purpose of conducting elections of
town officers.

(b) A town legidlative body district must comply with the following
standards:

(1) Thedistrict must be composed of contiguousterritory, except
for territory that is not contiguous to any other part of the town.
(2) The district must be reasonably compact.

(3) The district must contain, as nearly as is possible, equa
population.

(4) The district may not cross a census block boundary except
when following a precinct boundary line or when the ordinance
specifiesthat the census block has no population andisnot likely
to ever have population.

(5) The district may not cross precinct lines, except as provided
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in subsection (c).

(c) The boundary of a town legidative body district established
under subsection (a) may cross a precinct boundary lineif:

(1) the legidlative body provides by ordinance under section 5 of
this chapter that all legidative body members are to be elected at
large by the voters of the whole town; or

(2) the district would not otherwise contain, as nearly as is
possible, equal population.

(d) If any territory in the town or the town's buffer zone is not
included in one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and
(2) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(e) If any territory inthetown or thetown'sbuffer zoneisincluded
in more than one (1) of the districts established under this section, the
territory isincluded in the district that:

(1) isone (1) of thedistrictsin which the territory is described in
the ordinance adopted under this section;

(2) is contiguous to that territory; and

(3) containsthe least population of all districts contiguousto that
territory.

(f) The ordinance may be appealed in the manner prescribed by
IC 34-13-6. If the town is located in two (2) or more counties, the
appeal may be filed in the circuit or superior court of any of those
counties.

(g) This subsection does not apply to a town with an ordinance
described by subsection (h). The division permitted by subsection (a)
shall be made in 2002, every ten (10) years after that, subject to
IC 3-11-1.5-32, and when required to assign annexed territory or
buffer zoneareato amunicipa legidative body district. Thedivision
may also be made in any other year.

(h) This subsection applies to a town having a population of less
than three thousand five hundred (3,500). The town legidlative body
may adopt an ordinance providing that:

(1) town legidative body districts are abolished; and
(2) all members of thelegidative body are elected at large by the
voters of the town.

(i) An ordinance described by subsection (h):

(1) may not be adopted or repealed during a year in which a
municipal el ectionisscheduled to beconducted inthetown under
IC 3-10-6 or IC 3-10-7; and
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(2) is effective upon passage.

(1) A copy of the ordinance establishing districts under this section
must be filed with the circuit court clerk of the county that containsthe
greatest population of the town not later than thirty (30) days after the
ordinance is adopted.

SECTION 23. IC 36-5-2-4.2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 4.2. (8) This section
applies to the ateration of the number of members of a legidative
body.

(b) The legidative body may adopt aresolution to submit a public
guestion onthe number of |egidative body memberstothevotersof the
town. The resolution must state the following:

(1) The proposed number of legislative body members, which
must be at least three (3) and not more than seven (7).
(2) The date of the general, municipal, or specia election at
which the public question will appear on the ballot.
(3) That the following question will be placed on the ballot inthe
form provided by IC 3-10-9-4:
"Shall the number of town council members be increased (or
decreased, if applicable) from (insert thecurrent
number of members provided for) to (insert the
number of members proposed in the resolution)?'.

(c) IC 3 appliesto an election conducted under subsection (b). If the
county election board will conduct the election at which the public
guestion will be submitted, the question must be certified to the board
under 1C 3-10-9-3.

(d) If amagjority of the votes cast on the question under subsection
(b) arein the negative, the legislative body may not adopt aresolution
under subsection (b) for at least one (1) year following the date the
prior resolution was adopted.

(e) If amagjority of votes cast on the question under subsection (b)
are in the affirmative, the legislative body shall adopt an ordinance at
its next regular meeting following the election atering the number of
legidative body members to the number specified in the public
guestion. The legidative body may also alter existing districts and
establish new districts in the manner prescribed by € 36-5-+-16:%
section 4.1 of this chapter and IC 3-11-1.5. An ordinance adopted
under this subsection becomes effective January 1 following its
adoption.

(f) If the number of legislative body members is increased, the
legidative body shall fill any resulting vacancy under IC 3-13-9-4. The
legislative body may fill the vacancy beforethe ordinance described in
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subsection (e) takes effect. However, atown legislative body member
appointed under this subsection does not assume office until the
beginning of the term specified in section 3 of this chapter.

SECTION 24. IC 36-5-2-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 5. (a) The legidative
body has:

(2) one (1) member for each district established under:

(A) 1C 36-5-1-10.1; or

(B) section 4.1 or 4.2 of this chapter; or
(2) the number of members provided for when the town adopted
an ordinance under section 4.1 of this chapter abolishing town
legidative body districts.

(b) The legidative body shal provide by ordinance that its
members:

(1) are to be elected by the voters of the district in which they
reside;

(2) areto be elected at large by all the voters of the whete town;
or

(3) are to be elected both by districts and at large.

(c) If atown legidlative body adopts an ordinance under this section
providing that its members are to be elected both by districts and at
large, the ordinance must:

(1) specify which seats on the legidlative body are el ected by the
voters of adistrict and which are elected by all the voters of the
whete town; and

(2) providethat the ordinance is effective on January 1 following
its adoption.

SECTION 25. IC 36-5-2-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS[EFFECTIVEJULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 6. (a) A member of the
legidative body must reside within:

(1) thetown asprovidedin Article 6, Section 6 of the Constitution
of the State of Indiana; and
(2) the district from which the member was elected, if applicable.

(b) A member of thelegidlative body whoiselected by the voters of
a district forfeits office if the member ceases to be a resident of the
district.

(c) A member of thelegidlative body who iselected by all thevoters
of the entire town but is elected or selected as a candidate from a
district forfeits office if the member ceases to be a resident of the
district.

(d) An at-large member of the legidative body forfeits officeif the
member ceases to be aresident of the town.
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SECTION 26. IC 36-5-6-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2000]: Sec. 4. The clerk-treasurer
shall be elected under 1C 3-10-6 or IC 3-10-7 by all the voters of the
whote town.
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