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X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of L egislation: Thishill alowsveteranswith disabilitiesto apply for a Golden Hoosier Passport, which
provides a 50% discount on the cost of an annual state parks pass. (Under current law, senior citizens and persons
with disabilities eligible for Social Security benefits are eligible for a Golden Hoosier Passport.)

Effective Date: July 1, 2000.

Explanation of State Expenditures: The DNR may experience additional administrative expenses associated with
implementing the above. The primary additional expensewill involve notifying the public of the change. The extent
of the additional expenses isindeterminable at this time; however, it is possible that the Department could absorb
any additional costs within its current budget.

Explanation of State Revenues: In caendar year 1998, the BMV issued 5,103 license plates to veterans with
disabilities. (The total number of plates issued was 5.8 million. The number of plates issued to persons with
disabilities equaled less than .1% of the total number of plates.)

The DNR sells approximately 55,000 annual passes each year. For in-state visitors, the annual pass costs $18. The
number of annual passes purchased by out-of-stateresidentsiscurrently not known. Theannual passgeneratesalittle
less than $1 million per year.

The proposal providesthat eligible veterans will be assessed 50% of the annual cost, or $9. I f all individualswho
currently receivelicenseplatesfor veter answith disabilities purchased an annual passat thereduced rate, theloss
in revenue resulting from the 50% discount is estimated at $45,927 (5,103 * $9), or 4.6% of the total annual pass
revenue.

The Department of Veterans Affairs reports that there are approximately 44,000 veterans in Indiana who have
service-related disabilities. A number of these veterans would qualify for the discount even though they have not
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received alicense plate for veteranswith disabilities. If veteranswho qualify but do not obtain alicense plate apply
for the discount, the fiscal impact would increase. However, the number of veterans in this later category is
indeterminable.

The proposa could generate new revenue to the extent that veterans with disabilities who previousy have not
purchased an annual pass may be encouraged to do so.

Fees collected from annual passes are deposited into a dedicated fund used for the maintenance of state parks.

Explanation of L ocal Expenditur es:

Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Department of Natural Resources

L ocal Agencies Affected:

I nfor mation Sour ces: Jim Cassidy, Assistant Director, Division of State Parksand Reservoirs, DNR (317)232-4126;
John Brinkley, State Service Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs (317) 232-3919; license plate sales data
provided by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.
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