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LS 6579 DATE PREPARED: Dec 1, 1999
BILL NUMBER: HB 1098 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Habitual offenders.

FISCAL ANALYST:  Mark Bucherl
PHONE NUMBER: 232-9869       

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation:  This bill provides that, for purposes of the law concerning habitual offenders:
(1) a person has accumulated two prior unrelated felony convictions after the person has been convicted of
a felony committed after the person was convicted of committing a prior unrelated felony; and (2) a person
is considered to have been convicted of a Class D felony even if a court enters judgment of the conviction
as a Class A misdemeanor.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2000.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  This bill, in allowing Class A misdemeanor judgments to be counted
Class D felonies, may increase the number of persons serving longer prison terms under the habitual offender
sentencing guideline. This guideline provides that the court may sentence a habitual offender to an additional
prison term of up to three times the presumptive sentence of the underlying offense, up to a maximum of an
additional 30 years in prison. In 1998, about 152,000 Class A misdemeanors convictions occurred across the
state. (About 51,000 felony convictions also occurred in that time period.) No information is currently
available on the number of persons whose prior felony or Class A misdemeanor convictions could make them
liable to habitual offender sentencing. The following are maximum possible sentences for habitual offenders.

Underlying Offense
Presumptive Sentence

(judicial discretion range)
Maximum

Additional Sentence
Maximum 

Total Sentence

Class D felony 1.5 years (+1.5/-1) 4.5 years 6 years

Class C felony 4 years (+4/-2) 12 years 20 years

Class B felony: 10 years (+10/-4) 30 years 50 years

Class A felony 30 years (+20/-10) 30 years 80 years

The average expenditure to house an adult offender was $17,500 in FY 1998. Individual facility expenditures
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range from $11,900 to $29,400.(This does not include the cost of new construction.) If offenders can be
housed in existing facilities with no additional staff, the average cost for medical care, food, and clothing is
approximately $1,825 annually or $5 daily per prisoner.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of Local Expenditures:

Explanation of Local Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Department of Correction.

Local Agencies Affected: Trial courts.

Information Sources: 1998 Indiana Judicial Service Report, Volume II; Marion County Court Information
Services, Department of Correction.


