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SENATE RESOLUTION  No. ___

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED RESOLUTION

A  SENATE RESOLUTION urging  the  U.S. Senate and the U.S.
House of Representatives not to order the transportation of spent
nuclear fuel rods from commercial power plants through the State of
Indiana prior to the cessation of commercial nuclear power generation
in the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION

MR. PRESIDENT:  

I offer the following resolution and move its adoption:

A SENATE RESOLUTION urging  the  U.S. Senate and the U.S.
House of Representatives not to order the transportation of spent
nuclear fuel rods from commercial power plants through the State of
Indiana prior to the cessation of commercial nuclear power generation
in the United States.

Whereas, the Nuclear Waste Policy Act was designed to
allow the transportation of spent nuclear fuel rods from
commercial power plants only after a permanent disposal
facility has been designated by the President;

Whereas, there are currently pending in Congress
amendments to the Nuclear Waste Policy Act which would
order the transportation of spent nuclear fuel rods from
commercial power plants as early as 1999; 

Whereas, U.S. Department of Transportation data
concerning accidents involving hazardous materials
demonstrate that accidents involving spent nuclear fuel rods
from commercial power plants are likely;

Whereas,  Indiana does not possess adequate personnel or
equipment to respond to accidents involving spent fuel rods
from commercial power plants;
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Whereas,  the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
concluded that on-site storage of spent nuclear fuel rods from
commercial power plants is both available and safe for a
period of 100 years; 

Whereas, the Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board, the
non-partisan scientific oversight body for the nation's program
involving spent nuclear fuel rods from commercial power
plants, has found no reason to pursue interim storage at a
centralized location; 

Whereas, the nuclear power industry plans to continue
generating spent nuclear fuel rods at commercial power plants
whether a permanent disposal facility is established or not; 

Whereas, nuclear power has proven to be uneconomical;
and 

Whereas, permanent disposal of spent nuclear fuel rods
from commercial power plants requires sites capable of
isolating the rods from the environment for a period of 250,000
years and finding such sites has proven elusive: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate of the
General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. That the Indiana Senate urges the U.S. Senate and
the U.S. House of Representatives not to order the transportation of
spent nuclear fuel rods from commercial power plants through the State
of Indiana prior to the cessation of commercial nuclear power
generation in the United States and the formal designation by the
President of a suitable storage site or sites for such high-level nuclear
wastes.

SECTION 2. That copies of this resolution be transmitted by the
Principal Secretary of the Senate to members of the U.S. Senate and the
U.S. House of Representatives.


