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SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the Governor to
establish a task force to study issues related to the creation of a
Department of Indiana Heritage.

Whereas, The citizens of Indiana have long recognized
the need to preserve the numerous historical sites and
landmarks located in this great state. In fact, Indiana was
one of the first states in the Midwest to create an office to
encourage public interest in our history;

Whereas, There are several heritage divisions or
agencies that exist within state government, and other
departments that are charged with responsibilities that relate
to the preservation of our Indiana heritage;

Whereas, Members of the General Assembly’s 1998
Interim Study Committee on State Government Issues voted
unanimously to adopt the concept of creating a Department
of Indiana Heritage;

Whereas, One of the purposes of the task force would be
to examine the possibility of combining existing heritage
divisions or agencies into a single agency, the Department of
Indiana Heritage;
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Whereas, Senate Bill 615, as introduced in the 1999
Regular Session of the General Assembly may provide a
framework for the task force to consider; and 

Whereas, It is the sense of the General Assembly that
there would be benefits achieved by combining existing
agencies in the manner envisioned by Senate Bill 615,
including the elimination of duplicative efforts, the
promotion of public awareness of our Hoosier Heritage, and
the coordination of the various goals set by the current
heritage divisions or agencies.  Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly
of the State of Indiana, the House of Representatives concurring:

SECTION 1. The Governor of the State of Indiana is urged to1
establish a task force to study issues related to the creation of a2
Department of Indiana Heritage.3

SECTION 2. If such a task force is created, the Governor is4
encouraged to include on the task force four (4) individual citizens of5
the state and representatives of offices and departments of state6
government that may be affected by the creation of the Department of7
Indiana Heritage, such as:8

(1) Department of Administration;9
(2) Department of Commerce;10
(3) Department of Education;11
(4) Department of Natural Resources;12
(5) Secretary of State;13
(6) Department of Transportation; and14
(7) War Memorials Commission.15

SECTION 3. The General Assembly would value the study and the16
report of such a task force as such could be conveniently reported to the17
General Assembly on or before November 1, 1999. 18

SECTION 4. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of19
this Resolution to the Governor.20


