
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the formation of an interim study committee to examine sexual assault laws in
Indiana.

Whereas, Rape or sexual assault is a devastating experience for the victim, creating paralyzing fear during the act, and
thereafter causing depression and the potential destruction of one’s ability to be intimate with others as one tries to heal from the
terrible wounds inflicted;

Whereas, The current definition of rape under Indiana law provides that the commission of the crime of  rape occurs only
when committed by a member of the opposite sex;

Whereas, According to a report issued by the U.S. Department of Justice in 1991, out of approximately 168,000 rapes
annually in the United States, 13,000 involve male victims;

Whereas, Male rape has begun to gain public recognition because survivors are beginning to come forward and speak of
their experiences; 

Whereas, It is vitally important that the citizens of Indiana are afforded equal protection under the law in all cases of rape;
and

Whereas, The Indiana General Assembly should review sexual assault laws to ensure that Hoosiers, regardless of gender,
relationship, or age, are protected from these violent and disgusting acts: Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly
of the State of Indiana, the House of Representatives concurring:

SECTION 1.   That the Indiana General Assembly recognizes the importance of providing all citizens with equal protection
in cases of rape or sexual assault.

SECTION 2.  That the Legislative Council is urged to form an Interim Study Committee should be formed and convened to
evaluate current Indiana Criminal Sexual Assault laws to ensure they criminalize unwanted sexual behavior regardless of gender,
relationship, or age.


