Introduced Version

HOUSE BILL No. 1572

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: |IC 8-1-2-16; IC 8-1-2-61.5; IC 8-1-6-4.

Synopsis: Indiana utility regulatory commission procedures. Moves
the deadline from April 30 to March 31 for apublic utility to filewith
the Indiana utility regulatory commission (IURC) the balance sheet of
the utility's accountings from the previous P/ear Requires good cause
before the IURC may require aformal public hearing on a petition or
complaint concerning a rate change request by a utility. Allows the
IURCto adopt rulesor issue ordersthat establish regul atory procedures
or standards governing a public or municipally owned utility that: (1)
serves less than 5,000 customers; (2) primarily providesretail service
to customers; (3) does not serve extensively another utility. Prohibits
the IURC from billing or collecting a public utility fee that equals $50
(Continued next page)

Effective: July 1, 1999.

Crooks

January 21, 1999, read first time and referred to Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development.
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Digest Continued

or lessunder the current system that basesfees on afraction of apublic
utility's gross revenue.

1999 IN 1572—L S 7732/DI 101+




©CoOoO~NOOTA~,WNPE

e Nl el
OMWNPRERO

Introduced

First Regular Session 111th General Assembly (1999)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Congtitution) isbeing amended, thetext of the existing provision will appear inthisstyletype,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear inthat styletypeintheintroductory clause of each SECTION that adds
anew provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in astatutein this style type or this styte type reconcilesconflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1998 General Assembly.

HOUSE BILL No. 1572

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
utilities and transportation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION1.1C8-1-2-16 ISAMENDED TOREAD ASFOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1999]: Sec. 16. The accounts shall be closed
annually onthethirty-first day of December, and abal ance sheet of that
date promptly taken therefrom. On or before the thittreth thirty-first
day of Aprit March following, such balance sheet, together with such
other information as the commission shall prescribe, verified by an
officer of the public utility, shall be filed with the commission.

SECTION 2. IC 81-2-615 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1999]: Sec. 61.5. (a) An order
affecting rates of service may be entered by the commission without a
formal public hearing in the case of any public or municipally owned
utility that:

(1) serveslessthan five thousand (5,000) customers;
(2) primarily provides retail service to customers; and
(3) does not serve extensively another utility.
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(b) Upon good cause shown, the commission shall requireaformal
public hearing on any petition or complaint filed under this section
concerning a rate change request by a utility upon its own motion or
upon motion of any of the following:

(1) The utility consumer counselor.

(2) A public or municipal corporation.

(3) Ten (10) individuals, firms, limited liability companies,
corporations, or associations.

(4) Ten (10) complainants of any class described in this
subsection.

(c) A not-for-profit water utility must include in its petition a
statement as to whether it has an outstanding indebtedness to the
federal government. When an indebtedness is shown to exist, the
commission shall require aformal hearing, unless the utility also has
included in its filing written consent from the agency of the federal
government withwhichthe utility has outstanding indebtednessfor the
utility to obtain an order affecting its rates from the commission
without aformal hearing.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law, the commission may:

(1) on its own motion; or
(2) at the request of:
(A) the utility consumer counselor;
(B) a utility described in subsection (a);
(C) ten (10) individuals, firms, limited liability companies,
corporations, or associations; or
(D) ten (10) complainants of any class described in this
subsection;
adopt a rule under IC 4-22-2, or issue an order in a specific
proceeding, providing for the development, investigation, testing,
and use of regulatory procedures or generic standards with respect
to utilities described in subsection (a) or their services.

(e) The commission may adopt a rule or enter an order under
subsection (d) only if it finds, after notice and hearing, that the
proposed regulatory procedures or standards are in the public
interest and promote at least one (1) of the following:

(1) Utility cost minimalization to the extent that a utility's
quality of service or facilities are not diminished.

(2) A more accurate evaluation by the commission of a
utility's physical or financial conditions or needs.

(3) A less costly regulatory procedure for a utility, its
consumers, or the commission.

(4) Increased utility management efficiency that is beneficial
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to consumers.

SECTION 3.1C 8-1-6-4ISAMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1999]: Sec. 4. A public utility fee isimposed
upon each public utility subject to the provisions of this chapter equal
to .0015 of its gross revenue for the preceding calendar year. The
commission may not bill or collect a public utility fee that does not
exceed fifty dollars ($50) or less under this calculation.
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