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Summary of L egislation: (Amended) This bill makes the following changesin election law:

(1) Eliminates the requirement that certain political party officers appointed within a precinct must belong
to opposite political parties.

(2) Permitsacounty chairman to nominate, and acounty el ection board to appoint, aprecinct el ection officer
to serveaterm that expiresat noon, or beginsat noon, on election day. (Current law doesnot providefor the
appointment of a precinct election officer for a part of an election day.)

(3) Provides that an employee of or volunteer in a county voter registration office or a city or town office
providing full service voter registration may not engagein certain activity prohibited by current law in other
full service voter registration offices.

(4) Providesthat aperson convicted of acrime and imprisoned before conviction and sentenced to servetime
is deprived of the right of suffrage as are persons who are convicted of a crime and imprisoned after
conviction.

(5) Requires a person who requests 10,000 or more voter registration forms to submit a voter registration
program plan. (Under current law, the co-directorsof the el ection division may require submission of aplan.)
(6) Requiresthat aperson preparing an absentee ballot application for avoter state the person's name on the
absentee ballot application.

(7) Makes changes relating to challenging the eligibility of an individual to be a candidate.

(8) Makestechnical changesin statutesrel ating to filing petitions of nomination and thefiling of certificates
of nomination of candidates and certificates of election of delegates to party conventions.

(9) Makes changes to the formatting of ballots, including removing the requirement that a political party
device must be printed on the primary election ballot for the party.

(10) Makes several changes in election challenge, recount, and contest procedures, including payment of
recount and contest expenses. Establishesthe State Recount Fund for the purpose of receiving, holding, and
disbursing funds as afiduciary for the State Recount Commission and individual s providing cash deposits
in connection with arecount or contest. Providesfor appropriationsfrom the State Recount Fund to the State
Recount Commission of amounts necessary to pay expenses of recounts.
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(11) Providesthat acriminal statute providing penaltiesfor certain actionsto influence avoter appliesto the
same actions intended to influence a candidate.

(12) Providesthat an appointed deputy of a person who holdsalocal office doesnot hold alucrative office.
(13) Makes technical changes in filings of declarations of candidacy and statements of economic interests
by candidates for judicial offices.

(14) Providesthat areferencein an ordinanceto the boundary of apolitical subdivision, aprecinct boundary,
or an election district boundary refersto the precinct or boundary asthe precinct or boundary existed on the
date of adoption of the ordinance.

(15) Makes other technical changesin election law.

(16) Appropriates $10,000 from the State General Fund to the State Recount Fund to pay claims timely
submitted for reimbursement of expendituresfor an el ection recount or contest conducted by the Commission
after January 1, 1986, and before January 1, 1999. Providesthat such aclaim must be submitted not later than
noon August 1, 1999.

(17) Repedls a statute relating to voter registration applications of individuals less than 18 years of age.
Repeal s statutes relating to ball ot messengers. Repeals other obsol ete statutes.

Effective Date: (Amended) Upon passage; July 1, 1997 (retroactive); January 1, 1998 (retroactive);
December 1, 1998 (retroactive); January 1, 1999 (retroactive); July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures: (Revised) (6) and (7) Requires aform prescribed by the Election
Commission. Thiscan be donewithin the existing budget of the Election Commission, an additional General
Fund appropriation is not required.

(20) Thishbill establishesthe State Recount Fund for the purpose of receiving, holding, and disbursing funds
asafiduciary for the State Recount Commission and individual s providing cash depositsin connection with
arecount or contest. This bill appropriates from the State Recount Fund to the State Recount Commission
the amounts necessary to pay the expenses of recounts. The State Recount Fund isto be administered by the
Administrative Division of the Office of the Secretary of State. The expenses of administering the Fund are
to be paid from money in the Fund.

(16) This bill appropriates $10,000 from the state General Fund to the State Recount Fund to pay claims
timely submitted for reimbursement of expenditures for an election recount or contest conducted by the
Commission after January 1, 1986, and before January 1, 1999. The claims must be submitted not later than
noon August 1, 1999.

(27) The bill would no longer require a county to pick-up paper ballots (printed by the State) from the
Election Division and require the payment of $3 per day plus mileage allowance. According to the Election
Division, very few counties use paper ballots that are printed by the State. Currently, the Election Division
uses UPS to deliver the paper ballots to a county.

The remaining provisions of thisbill have no fiscal impact.
Explanation of StateRevenues: (Revised) (10) A cash deposit in arecount conducted by the State Recount

Commission isto be deposited in the State Recount Fund. Any unexpended balance remaining in a deposit
after payment of all costs of the recount remains in the State Recount Fund.

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures: (Revised) (2) The county isresponsiblefor establishing the payment
to poll workers who only work half of an election day. The fiscal impact is dependent on local action.
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(20) This hill requires all costs for a contest to be paid from the county general fund, without an
appropriation. Thefiscal impact of this provision isindeterminable and dependent on the number of contests
in acounty.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues: (Revised) (10) A cash deposit for arecount conducted by acounty recount
commission is be deposited in the county general fund.

State Agencies Affected: Election Commission; Election Division, Secretary of State’s Office; State
Recount Commission; Secretary of State; Governor.

L ocal Agencies Affected: County election board.

Information Sources: Brad King, Co-Genera Counsel, Indiana Election Commission, (317) 232-3929.
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