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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 7087 DATE PREPARED: Dec 22, 1998
BILL NUMBER: HB 1741 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Diet pill prescriptions by advanced practice nurses.

FISCAL ANALYST:  Bernadette Bartlett
PHONE NUMBER: 232-9586       

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill specifies that an advanced practice nurse granted authority to prescribe
legend drugs may, in collaboration with a physician, prescribe certain weight loss drugs under the same
conditions that a physician can prescribe the weight loss drugs. The Medical Licensing Board must adopt
an emergency rule to permit such prescription by an advanced practice nurse.

Effective Date:  July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  The Health Professions Bureau, which provides administrative support
to the Medical Licensing Board, may experience an increase in expenses associated with adopting an
emergency rule and with notifying the public of changes in the rules. There are approximately 650 advanced
practice nurses who have authority to prescribe legend drugs. The Bureau may be able to absorb the
additional notification and rule-making expenses within their current budget. The overall impact of the
proposal is not expected to be significant.

Explanation of State Revenues:  Allowing advanced practice nurses with the authority to prescribe legend
drugs to prescribe certain weight loss drugs may increase the number of advanced practice nurses who seek
to have the authority to prescribe legend drugs. There is an initial $10 application fee for the authority and
a $10 renewal fee assessed every two years. The state collects approximately $6,500 every two years in fees
for the authority to prescribe legend drugs. The passage of the proposal may result in an increase in fee
collection. The overall impact is not expected to be significant. Fees are deposited into the State General
Fund.

Explanation of Local Expenditures:  

Explanation of Local Revenues:  



HB 1741+ 2

State Agencies Affected:    Health Professions Bureau.

Local Agencies Affected:  

Information Sources:  Information pertaining to the number of advanced practice nurses was provided by
Gina Voorhies, Board Director, Nursing Board, Indiana Health Professions Bureau (317) 233-4405.


