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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6205 DATE PREPARED: Nov 7, 1998
BILL NUMBER: HB 1159 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Conditional early release.

FISCAL ANALYST:  Mark Bucherl
PHONE NUMBER: 232-9869       

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: Local
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill allows a county jail to release from imprisonment a person convicted
of a specified nonviolent misdemeanor if the person posts a surety bond payable to the county and revocable
upon any violation of the conditions placed upon release from imprisonment.

Effective Date:  July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  

Explanation of State Revenues:  

Explanation of Local Expenditures: This bill will grant county sheriffs the authority, currently reserved
to judges, to release nonviolent prisoners who post an early release surety bond. This bill will allow reduction
of county jail populations by the number of misdemeanants who are allowed to participate in this program,
based on the conditions imposed by each sheriff and the availability of satisfactory sureties (i.e. bond
agencies). The cost of implementing each county program will be dependent upon the program conditions
imposed. The potential savings would be based on the cost of housing those in jail (currently about $44 a
day) and number of those currently imprisoned who would be eligible for release. The number of eligible,
nonviolent misdemeanants residing in county jails is unknown. As of August 1998, 40% (36) of county jails
were experiencing overcrowding conditions.

Explanation of Local Revenues: Counties that participate in an early release program would receive a
breach penalty from participating sureties for released prisoners who violate the release conditions. The
amount of breach penalty will vary, but would be one-half of the annual bond charge. An annual bond charge
will be specified by the sheriff, and would be at least 15% of $15,000 or $2,250. A surety would be required
to pay to the county $15,000 if it does  not satisfy required drug and alcohol testing conditions and personal
reporting requirements.
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State Agencies Affected:

Local Agencies Affected: County sheriffs.

Information Sources: Indiana Sheriffs Association; 1998 Jail Inspection Data, Department of Correction.


