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Introduced Version

HOUSE BILL No. 1393
_____

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected:   IC 36-1-8-5; IC 36-8-13-4.

Synopsis:  Purchase of firefighting equipment. Allows the surplus of
a township's general fund to be used for the purchase of township
firefighting equipment. (Current law only allows the surplus to be
transferred to the debt service fund of the school district or districts in
the township.) Removes the restriction making the township
firefighting fund the exclusive fund for firefighting services.

Effective:  July 1, 1998.

Robertson

January 13, 1998,  read first time and referred to Committee on Local Government.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session 110th General Assembly (1998)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this style type.
  Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in  this  style  type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.
  Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this style type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1997 General Assembly.

HOUSE BILL No. 1393

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
local government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 36-1-8-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS1
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 5. (a) This section applies to all2
funds raised by a general or special tax levy on all the taxable property3
of a political subdivision.4

(b) Whenever the purposes of a tax levy have been fulfilled and an5
unused and unencumbered balance remains in the fund, the fiscal body6
of the political subdivision shall order the balance of that fund to be7
transferred as follows, unless a statute provides that it be transferred8
otherwise:9

(1) Funds of a county, to the general fund of the county.10
(2) Funds of a municipality, to the general fund of the11
municipality.12
(3) Funds of a township for redemption of poor relief obligations,13
to the poor relief fund of the township.14
(4) Funds of any other political subdivision, to the general fund of15
the political subdivision; but if the political subdivision is16
dissolved or does not have a general fund, then to the general fund17
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of each of the units located in the political subdivision in the same1
proportion that the assessed valuation of the unit bears to the total2
assessed valuation of the political subdivision.3

(c) Whenever an unused and unencumbered balance remains in the4
civil township fund of a township and a current tax levy for the fund is5
not needed, the township fiscal body may order any part of the balance6
of that fund:7

(1) transferred to the debt service fund of the school corporation8
located in or partly in the township; but if more than one (1)9
school corporation is located in or partly in the township, then any10
sum transferred shall be transferred to the debt service fund of11
each of those school corporations in the same proportion that the12
part of the assessed valuation of the school corporation in the13
township bears to the total assessed valuation of the township; or14
(2) used to purchase township fire equipment.15

SECTION 2. IC 36-8-13-4, AS AMENDED BY P.L.54-1996,16
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE17
JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 4. (a) Each township shall annually establish a18
township firefighting fund which is to be the exclusive fund used by the19
township for the payment of costs attributable to providing fire20
protection or emergency services under the methods prescribed in21
section 3 of this chapter and for no other purposes. The money in the22
fund may be paid out by the township executive with the consent of the23
township legislative body.24

(b) Each township may levy, for each year, a tax for the township25
firefighting fund. Other than a township providing fire protection or26
emergency services or both to municipalities in the township under27
section 3(b) or 3(c) of this chapter, the tax levy is on all taxable real28
and personal property in the township outside the corporate boundaries29
of municipalities. Subject to the levy limitations contained in30
IC 6-1.1-18.5, the township levy is to be in an amount sufficient to pay31
all costs attributable to fire protection and emergency services that are32
not paid from other revenues available to the fund. The tax rate and33
levy shall be established in accordance with the procedures set forth in34
IC 6-1.1-17.35

(c) In addition to the tax levy and service charges received under36
IC 36-8-12-13 and IC 36-8-12-16, the executive may accept donations37
to the township for the purpose of firefighting and other emergency38
services and shall place them in the fund, keeping an accurate record39
of the sums received. A person may also donate partial payment of any40
purchase of firefighting or other emergency services equipment made41
by the township.42


