Introduced Version

SENATE BILL No. 202

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: |1C 31-15-2.

Synopsis: Waiting period for dissolution of marriage. Extends the
waiting period before a court may enter a dissolution of marriage
decree from 60 days to 180 days.

Effective: July 1, 1998.

Zakas

January 6, 1998, read first time and referred to Committee on Judiciary.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session 110th General Assembly (1998)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) isbeing amended, thetext of the existing provision will appear inthis styletype,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in thts styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear inthat styletypein theintroductory clause of each SECTION that adds
anew provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in astatuteinthis style type or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 1997 General Assembly.

SENATE BILL No. 202

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning
family law.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 31-15-2-10, AS ADDED BY P.L.1-1997,
SECTION 7,ISAMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 10. Except as provided in sections 13 and 14 of
this chapter, in an action for a dissolution of marriage under section 2
of thischapter, afina hearing shall be conducted not earlier than sixty
£66) one hundred eighty (180) days after the filing of the petition.

SECTION 2. IC 31-15-2-11, AS ADDED BY P.L.1-1997,
SECTION 7,ISAMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 11. If a petition has been filed in an action for
legal separation under IC 31-15-3-2 (or IC 31-1-11.5-3(c) before its
repeal), afinal hearing on a petition or counter petition subsequently
filed in an action for dissolution of marriage under section 2 of this
chapter (or IC 31-1-11.5-3(a) beforeitsrepeal) may be held at any tirme
after sixty {66} not earlier than one hundred eighty (180) days after
the petition in an action for lega separation under IC 31-15-3-2 has
been filed.

SECTION 3. IC 31-15-2-12, AS ADDED BY P.L.1-1997,
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SECTION 7,ISAMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 12. (a) Thissection appliesif aparty whofiled an
action for dissolution of marriage under section 2 of this chapter (or
IC 31-1-11.5-3(a) beforeitsrepeal) filesamotion to dismisstheaction.

(b) A party that files an action shall serve each other party to the
action with a copy of the motion.

(c) A party to the action may file a counter petition under section 2
of this chapter not later than five (5) days after the filing of the motion
to dismiss. If aparty files a counter petition under this subsection, the
court shall set the petition and counter petition for final hearing not
earlier than sty (66) one hundred eighty (180) days after the initial
petition was filed.

SECTION 4. IC 31-15-2-13, AS ADDED BY P.L.1-1997,
SECTION 7,ISAMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS[EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 1998]: Sec. 13. At least sixty {60y one hundred eighty (180)
days after a petition is filed in an action for dissolution of marriage
under section 2 of this chapter, the court may enter a summary
dissolution decree without holding afinal hearing under this chapter if
there have been filed with the court verified pleadings, signed by both
parties, containing:

(1) awritten waiver of final hearing; and

(2) either:
(A) astatement that there are no contested issuesin the action;
or
(B) awritten agreement made in accordance with section 17
of this chapter that settles any contested issues between the
parties.
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